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THE 



Tranflator's Preface. 



THE gtnîus of M. Marmontel 
has been of late fo much ad* 
mired in this kingdom^ that a work. 
from his pen could not but attradt the 
moft earljr attention. Belifarius was^ 
therefore, read with cstgcmcfs, and 
the jpcrufal anfwered fo well, that it 
was immediately tefolved to make the 
plcafure, that had arifen from, fo cle-* 
gant a performance, as general as pof- 
fible, by giving the public a tranfla- 
tion. The pcrfon, who charged him- 
fclf with this tafk, is far from think- 
ing that he has been able to transfufe- 
the fpirit of the original ii^to the fol- 
lowing verfion : the beauties of M. 
Marmontel's ftyle are well known to» 
all competent judges of the Frencb 
language, and it mufl be a careful and 
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vi THE TRANSLATOR'S?, &c. 

chapter^ almoft make a Briton envy ^ 
writer, who was born and lives under 
the mooarchy of France ; a^ writer who 
has had the genius and the courage to^ 
think with freedom, even in Paris,, 
where we underftand, by the l^ft pod,, 
that his book is now fupprefled. Tohi- 
conclude, die reader will find in this, 
work (to ufe Mr. Pope's expreffion) a.- 
temperate yet not inconfiftent, and ac;^ 
fbortyet not imperfed.iyûem of e.thics«^ 

London, March 2» 

p. S. T'èe learned reader will obferve- 
that, it is in fajhion ivitb the mofi\ 
etntnent, wits of France^ when they- 
have occajion to refer to Greek authors y^ 
tp make their extrais from Latin, 
tranjlations : to that fajhion M.. 
Marmontel has conformed throughout: 
thefollçwin^ worAt. 



THE 



Author's Preface. 



I Am aw&re, and it muft not be dlflembled; 
that the faâ upon which the following piece 
is grounded, may be confîdered rather as a 
popular opinion,, than an hiftorical truth. But 
that opinion. has To univerfally obtained, and the 
i4pa of a blind old man reduced to beggary is now 
fQ aflbciated with the name of Belifarius, that the 
la,tter never occurs without prefenting to the ima* 
gination a piâure of the former. 

In this . light, therefore, Belifarius Is here re-», 
pfefented j in every other particular, I have re- 
ived upon the faith of hiftory, and Procopius has 
been my guide. But my attachment to his au- 
thority did not prevail with me to pay any fort of' 
regard to that defamatory .Libel, which, under the 
title of Anecdotes or Secret History, has. 
b^cn attributed to him. On the contrary, it ap- 
pears to me démontrable, that fuch an indigefted' 
I9afs of fcandal, falihood, and detraâiôn, could' 
j\ever be the work, of fo reputable an hiftorian : 
the world, I am inclined to think, is indebted for> 
that performance to the pen of fome paltry de- 
clarmer, whofe* honefty, and genius were much* 
upon a level ♦• . ' 

Of 

*' An •(fvocite of CaRfarea fins been fappofed to be the an*. 
Ibor. Fidi Mm% dt VAiod^ da Injert^hm &. Btlln Ittttyi, 
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Of ail the hiftorians, who writ in the famr 
period with Frocopius, or ¥4io fucceeded htm: 
during a fpace of five hundred years^ not one has 
made mention of the Anecdotes^ Agathias, who« 
was a cotemporary writer, enumerates the com- 
pofittons^of our author, but is totally filent in re» 
gard to the work in queftion. Will it be urged^ 
that it was preferved in a clandeftine manner ? In. 
the cQurfe of three hundred years from the date of 
it, it is clear, that it might have been brought to 
light, and publifhed to the world : the learned 
Pbotius would certainly have known it, and yet 
it appears that he never heard of it». Suidas, a 
writer of the eleventh century, is the firft who 
imputes this defpicable fatire to Procopius : upon 
his authority the notion h^s been adopted, and 
without ever being put to the teft, it has palled 
current among the learned f- Writers, however,* 
are ftill extant, by whom the authority c^ Suidas 
has been called in queflion :|; : and there are not 
wanting thofe, who, not contenting themfelves 
with doubting the faft^, have roundly denied the. 
Secret Hiftory to be the prod uâion of Procopius. 
Of this number was Eichelius, who gave an edi- 
tion of t;he work, with notes and a preface, whtrci- 
his fentiments may be feen at large. He fets out 
with proving, that it is neither true nor probable- 
that Procopius was the author; and, he adds,, 
though he were, that a declamation fo extrava- 
gant, fo fliamelefs and abfurd would be intitled to- 
to no fort of credit, but carries with it an anti- 
dote to its own poifon. The only difficulty that: 
remains with me is, that the illuitrious author of- 
the Spirit of Laws has given a degfee of fanftion. 
to the forgery. I know the weight of fo refpeâ:«i» 

ah}«i 

^ Voflîu», Grotios, 4ff, 

1^ Pci e Combcfils^. La Mothe^ ttrt 
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able an authonty, but it muft yield to the force of 
evidence. Is it poffible to believe» that a writer, 
who was a ftatefman in his day, and had the 
efteem of the age in which he lived, would agree 
with himfelf, for the little gratification of tradu* 
cîng his benefaâors, to leave behind -him a work 
of defamation, which could not fail to blacken his 
own memory, by reducing after-ages to the ne* 
ceiSty of confidering him either as the author of 
a virulent libel, or a flatterer of the meaneft fer- 
vility Î Can it be fuppofed that be, who had, in 
every other refpeâ, maintained the dignity of a 
judicious hiftorian, could of a fudden be fo loft to . 
all fenfe and decency, as to defire, upon his own 
bare aflertion, that the charaâer of ajîuùid bhck" 
hiad^ a compound ofrufticity and folly ||, mould be 
fixed upon the emperor Juftin, that wife and vir« 
tuous old man, who from obfcurity, from the 
loweft ftation in the army, raifed himfelf by his 
valour and his talents to the higheft rank ; ob« 
tained the joint fuffrages of the ienate, the army, 
and the people, in his favour, and rofe at laft to 
the imperial throne ? Is it credible that he, who 
compofed the hiftory of his own times in a ftrain 
of candour, truth and knowledge, could be capa* 
ble of tranfmittin^ to us concerning Juftinian, 
That he was Jiupid and fluggijh as an a/if that he 
f^fered himfelf to be led by the nofe^ and that he fre-^ 
qusntly pricked up bis ears *• That he was not a man^ 
but a fury in human Jhape f . That his mother ^ be* 

fore 

I Infifnh bwiQ fioUiitatitt fumma eum infantii Jummofue cum 
rufieitate cwjun&ée, 

• Nam mit t JMidus fuit, & lento quam JimlUmus afino, capiftrê 
faM trabendus, cut &t aura fubinde agitanntur, 

f Sluodvcro non bwno, fed, Jub bumanâ Jpcciet furia fit Juflini' 
amte, documento effe foffunt ingentia quibut affecit bominet mala : 
qvippt enim tx atrocitatefacinorum JîutoirU n/irium itnmanitai falawk. 
dot. 
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f^n Jbi conceived him^ had commerce with a demon 
that was'inviJibU^ hut palpaUe to the touch % \ and^ 
injhort^ that he brought fuch a number of calamities 
upon the empira^ as could not be equalled in the annals 
of all former agis \ ? Could an author of reputa- 
tion, who, in the ftyle of fober hiftory, had repre- 
fented Belifarius as an accpmpliihed hero, adorn* 
ed with triumph and with glory, defcend fo low» 
ly from his charaâer as to call him at laft, a mark 
dffpifid by the worlJ, and pointed at for a fool • ? 
and this too in the crifis of that hero's fame, when 
he was called upon to be the guardian of thus ftatc 
by the expulfion of the Huns î 

It is true, that in the original Greeks (bme have 
pretended to trace the ftyle of PjDCopius ; but did 
they <Kfcern his^ good' fenfe. and manner of think- 
ing ? I will grant that he might be fufceptible of 
ingratitude, and of fpleen and malice to his bene- 
favors ; but would the rancour of an able writer 
vent itfelf in boyifh declamation? Would* he 
think puerility fufficient to efface his former 
ftrain of panegyric, and to retraâ the faâs tipon 
which that panegyric was founded ? It is not 
likely that Procopius, the hiftorian, would fo 
trifle with poflerity, as to fit down in a fit of ma- 
levolence, to prove. in form that Juftinian and his 
minifters were not men^ but a Jet of evil dtmons^ who 
Jlalked the earth in human Jhape, and heaped dejlruo^ 

tion 

% Eê gravida antequam effet, quattdam genu Jpeeiem ad fe n>en» 
""tttaffe, qua non adntifum^ Jed ad contaSum Je frirberei, aecuharei* 
qu%Jibi, & qnafi nuutiiut Je conjugem inirei. 

II Zr demur» fuit Romanh tot tantoritmque malorum jinttr, fate 
& quanta andita nonjunt ex ^mni Juperitrum etatnm mtwiwiâ, 

* Tune enim veri conttmai ab mailm ^ wluti demtat JuhJ^tm» 
nen. 
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it on upon manUndf. Of fuch a degree, of infktua* 
tion I (hould be almoft inclined to acquit him^ 
though all his cotemporaries were to depofe againft 
him : moft afluredly I ihall do fo now, when 
there is no other evidence but the Di^um of a 
Hngle man who lived five hundred years after* 
wajnds. 

It is Ptocoptus the hiflorian, and not the fup* 
pofed writer of fcandalous memoirs, that I have 
followed : I have confulted him in his genuine 
work, and from thence I have copied the charac- 
ter of my hero, his modefty, his benevolence, his 
afFability, the fimplicitv of his manners, his be- 
neficence, and, above all, that fund of humanity 
which was the bafis of his virtues, and made him 
the idol of the people, '* It was the delight," 
fays my author X^ ^^of the citizens of Byzantium, 
^* to behold Bclifarius coming forth every morn- 
f ^ in^to the Forum. . • • • . He was diftinguifhed 
*' by the fize and the graceful proportions of his 
^^ ftature. To the dignity of bis perfon he added 
*^^ fuch an air of meekneis, benignity, and chear- 
*^' ful demeanour to all who came in his way, 
-** that he might have pafled for one of the ordi- 

** nary 

*|- Hi MMMfaam homtnet (mht) vifi funi ftd pemtciofi demêntsi 
• . • • • Htmumés indwti firmas, ^*Ji Jem homines furiéefjic uni» 
^erfum terrarum orbtm convulfemnt, 

% Erat i^itur Bifantinis ciwins v«luptdti Belifarium intutri in 

forum ju«tidÎ9 prêdeuntim, . • . • • Pulchritude bunt magnitudpfug 

corporis hentfiabat, Humilem prétteroa ft^ htmgnumquo idù, atfug 

sditu ohviis fuihujfut perfacilem oxbiMat, ut infinut fortis mrê 

fgrjimlis viderttur /• fuos prétcipu^ milita muntficeutid 

cateros snteibat, • • '. • . Erga dgricultores, agrefiefquo homines^ 
Oaut^ hie indu^eutiJ €6 provideutid utebdtur, ut Belijario duff unto 
oxercitUf nuttam hi vim pattrtntur» Segetes infuptr, dum in agrit 
maturo/ctrent, diligentita tuehottur, ne forte equorum greges has do* 
nfftarent ; fru^ejque cétteras^ invitis dfminis^ futs ëttingere frokU 
btbat, Proc. De Bell. Gotb, iih. iU« 
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^^ nary rank of people. • . • • ^ His munificence 

*' to his foldiers was unboundedi To the 

*' huibandman and the labours of the field he 
*^ behaved with fuch a tender concern, that while 
** he commanded, they were fure of fufFering no 
*^ kind of outrage from the army. His care, 
** moreover, extended to all the fruits of the earth : 
''he provided with folicitude that his troopers 
^' Aiould not trample down the corn growing up 
'' in the field ; and to touch any part of the far- 
'' mer's ftore, without leave from the owner» was 
'' made penal throughout bis army.^' 
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T HOWARDS the clofe of Juftînw 
' an's reign^ when that emperor 
began to droop with age, the ftatc, 
«xhaufted by long and* violent exertions, 
difcovercd every (ymptom of decay. The 
adminiftration through all its departments 
was enfeebled ; the authority of the laws 
was filent; the public treafure was aban- 
doned to private avarice ; and military dif* 
cipline lay quite negleâred. Fatigued by 
-a continued feries of wars, the emperor was 
reduced to be a purchafer of peace at the 
hznds of his enemies -, while the fcanty re- 
mainder of his armies languifhed in a ftatc 
of indolence, as if grown ufclefs, and a 
burthen *to the government. The com- 
manders of the inadive foldiery gave them- 

B ielves 



12 BELISARIUS, 

felves up to plcafure and diflipation ; and 
the exercife of the chace, which recalled to 
their minds a faint imase of war, was their 
only expedient to prevent the wearinefs of 
too deep a repofe, and the languor of a 
iiftlefs condition. 

It happened, after the fports of hunting 
were over, that a party was engaged at fup- 
per in a caftle fituated in the territories of 
Thrace, when word was brought that a 
blind old man, condufted by a child, im- 
plored the company for fhelter and holpi- 
tality. Youth is prone to compaffion, and 
the old man was admitted. It was now the 
autumnal feafon, and the cold, which be- 
gan to be fomewhat eager, had chilled the 
poor venerable ftranger. They gave him 
a feat near the fire. 

The pleafures of the table went, on; 
convivial mirth diffufed itfelf, and the 
misfortunes of the ftate became at length 
the topic of converfation. A wide field 
was opened for cenfure to expatiate in, 
and difcontented vanity allowed itfelf every 
liberty of fpeech. Each individual was 
lavifh in commendation of the exploits he 
had performed, and thofe he would have 
performed, if his merit and his talents had 
not been negledted and depreffed. The 
calamities of the empire, according to them, 
could only be afcribed to the egregious 
blunder of not confiding the places of 

highcft 



BELISARIUS. 3 

Wgheft truft to men of their ftamp and cha- 
rafter. They governed the world over 
their bottle, and with every bumper the 
fpirit of legiflation grew more enlightened 
and decifive. 

The old man at the corner of the fire 
Uftened to thisxlub of politicians, and pity 
mingled with his fmiles. One of the com- 
pany perceiving it, Honeft man, fays h'.-, 
you feem to find fomething plcafant in our 
difcourfe.—Pleafant! replied the aged gueft; 
pardon me, Sir, not very plcafant, but light 
amd airy, as may be expcAed at your time 
of life. The whole room was aftoniflied at 
the anfwer. Your complaints you think 
-well founded, continued the old man, and 
1 agree with you, that you ought not to 
have fallen into neglcdt -, but that is a 
mere partial evil, not to be lamented. 
Lament rather that the empire has loll ail 
its ftrength and dignity ; and that the prince, 
worn out with cares, and bending under the: 
weight of years, no longer now can fee and 
judge for himfelf, but is obliged to aft by 
the miniftry of unfaithful fervants. In lo 
general a-difafter, it is poor to think only 
of yourfelves. — That was the fafliiun of 
your time, I fancy, inteq^ofes one at the 
table; no body cared about himfelf in 
thofe days ! However, the mode is altered 
now, and every man for himfelf at prelbnt. 
So much: the worfe, returned the old man -, 

B 2 • and 



4 BELISARIUS. - 

and if that be the cafe, you are. properly' 
requited ;~negleâ ought to be your portion. 
How ! faid the perfon to whom thefe words 
were addreffed, do you encrojich upon our 
hofpitality, in order to infult us? Far. 
from it, anfweredthe old man 5 1 deal with 
you as a friend, and pay you with honcft 
truth for the fhelter you aftbrd me. 

The young Tiberius, who fince merited 
to be ranked among the virtuous emperors, 
happened to be of the party. He was 
ftruck with the venerable air and fnowy 
head of the blind old gueft. Addrefling 
himfelf to him. There is, faid he, a mark 
of wifdom in your obfervation, but it is 
niixcd with a degree of fplecn ; and this 
public fpirit, which you require, is without 
doubt a virtue, but by no means a duty- 
— In youf ftation it is a duty, replied the 
good old man,, in a tone fomewhat pe- 
remptory ; or, faid he, to exprefs it better, 
it is the bafis of your duty, the foundation 
of every military virtue. Whoever dedi- 
cates himfelf to the fcrvicc of his country, 
fhould confider his country as infolvent ; 
for, in fa6l, that which he devotes to the 
common good is above all price. He 
ftould, moreover, be prepared to meet 
vith ingratitude from his country •, for if the 
facrifice he makes does not fpring from 
generous motives, the part he afts is foolifli 
and abfurd. The only true principles of 

adion 



BELISARIUS. 5 

aûion arc the love of glory, and the ardor, 
the cnthufiafm of virtue. Aftuated by 
thefe incentives, of what moment is it hovr 
our fcrvices are received? The rccom- 
pence of true virtue docs not depend upon 
the caprice of a minifter, or the difccrn- 
ment of the prince. The common foldier, 
indeed, may be induced by the hopes ot 
. booty ; he may hazard his life for a pit- 
tance to maintain it/ This I readily com- 
prehend ; but you. Sir, born to affluence,^ 
with whom to live is to enjoy, when you 
relinquiih the fofter fccnes of life to un* 
dei^ fatigue and labour, oppofing your- 
felf voluntarily to various perils, can you 
derogate fo far from the generous a(5t, as 
.to defire wages for it ? It is depreciated 
•by payment : who attends to the advantage 
of lalary, is a mercenary flave j nor is the 
cafe altered by the (quantity of reward ; the 
man who appraiies his talents^ and converts 
them to profit, is to the full as venal as the 
foul that felis itfclf for a piece of money. 
What I have faid of pecuniary rccompcnce, 
I affirm alfo of the allurements of ambition : 
honours, titles, rank, and the favours of 
the fovtreign, what are they but wages ? 
-He who deûrcs them has his hire. We 
muft either give or fell ourfclves : there is 
fio other alternative. The former is the 
a6t of freedom, the latter of flavery : you, 
gentlemen,, will incline to that which agrees 

B a: belt 
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— It muft not be diflembled, replied Belî- 
farius, that my enemies did take me urr- 
provided, and furprife me a Iktlc : I never 
cxpefted to be injured to that excefs of 
outrage. I had, however, been familiar 
with the idea of dying in the fervice of the 
empire ; and whether dead or blind, the 
difference is inconfiderable. Devoted ta 
my country, I did not except my eyes. 
All that I hold dearer than my eyes or my 
life ftill remains to me ; the honour of my 
character is inviolate, and, above all, the 
virtues of my heart are ftill mine, uncon- 
quered by my enemies. The aâicms of 
my life may indeed be effaced from the 
memory of a court ; but the memory of 
mankind will be more retentive ; and if it 
fhould not, I have the confcious rcmem^» 
brance, and that is fgfficient. 

The company now, ftruck with admira- 
tion, follicited Belifarius to make one at 
the table. Excufe me, gendemen, fays 
he, at my age the beft place is the fire- 
fide. Every civility was tendered to him, 
and he was much importuned to accept the 
beft bed in the caftle : he contented him- 
felf with a little ftraw. I have often flcpt 
harder, fays he : but this child, who guides 
me, I recommend to your good offices; 
for he is more delicate than I am. 

The next morning, as foon as there was 
light enough for his guide, Belifarius de- 
parted 
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parted, before his hofts, fatigued with the 
fport of the preceding day, were yet awake 
Being informed when they rofe, that the 
hero had left the place, they propofed to 
go in queft of him> in order to provide him 
with a carriage, and what other conveni- 
ences he might want. No, fays Tiberius,, 
that will be labour in vain ; Belifarius has 
not conceived efteem enough for us, to 
make him willing to receive an obligation» 
The young Tiberius had fenfibility and 
refleftion •, on his mind an exalted virtue 
ill the very extreme of misfortune made the 
deepeft impreflîon.. Never, feys he to one 
of his friends who came to him from the 
emperor, never (hall I forget laft night's fo- 
lemn fcene ! never (hall the words of the ve- 
nerable man be erafed from my memory. 
Humiliating as he was, yet his leflbn has» 
taught me what a ta(k remains upon my 

* hands, if I afpire to the dignity of my na- 
ture -, if I mean to be a man. An account of 

* this incident reached the ear of Justinian, 
' who defired an interview with Tiberius. 

Tiberius related the whole with accu- 
' racy to the emperor, and then continued 
' he. It is impoITible, Sir, that fo elevated a. 
mind could defcend to the bafenefs of the 
confpiracy laid to his charge : I would en- 
gage my life that he is" innocent, if a life 
like mine were worthy of being fnrcty for 
iJo illuftriou^ a charadter. I will fee him,. 

B 5 and 
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and confer wkh him, replied Justinian:^ 
without difclofing myfelf to him : in the 
condition of blindnefs, to which he is re- 
duced, this will not be impradicable. Since 
his relcafe from prifon, he cannot have re- 
moved himlelf to any confiderable diftance : 
purfue his fteps^and intice him, if poffible, 
to your country-feat ; thither I will come in 
private. This command of the emperor 
Tiberius received with tranfport, and the 
next day purfued the road Belifarius had 
taken. 

C H A P. IL 

BElisarius, in the mean time, begging 
alms as he went, journeyed on to- 
wards an old ruinous oaftle, where his fa- 
mily expefted him.. He had given direc- 
tions to his young guide, not to mentioài 
his name on the road ; but the dignified 
air of his countenance, and his whole per* 
fon, was fufïîcient to interefl: every be- 
holder. Arriving that night at a village, 
his condudor flopped at the door qf a,n 
houfe which had a fim.ple but neat appear- 
ance. 

The landlord was entering with a fpade 
.in his hand : the n>ien and features of Be- 
lifarius attradled his attention, and made 
him curious to know fo refpeélàble a va- 

'grant 
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grant. A poor invalid, fays Belifarius, an 
old decrepit Ibldier ! — A foldier ! exclaims 
the villager, and that honour is your rc- 
confipenfe !-^Therc is no help for ir, replied 
Belilarius -, the greateft misfortune of a 
fovereign is his inability to pay the price 
of all the blood fpilt in his fervice. The 
heart of the villager was touched by this 
anfwer, and Belifarius was invited to par- 
take of his hofpitality. 

I here introduce, lays the mafter of the 
houfe to his wife, a gallant brave veteran, 
who bears the feverities of his fate with 
fortitude of mind : then turning to Belifa- 
rius, My boneft gueft, be not afhamed of 
your condition in a family which has been 
inured to misfortunes : fit you down, we 
are going to fupper ; while we wait to have 
k laid upon the table, tell me, pray, what 
wars have you ferved in ? In the wars of 
Italy, fays Belifarius, againft the Goths», 
that in Afia againft the Perfians, and in 
Africa againft the Vandals and the Moors* 

At thefc words the villager could not 
fupprefs a deep figli. At this rate then, 
continued he, you made every campaign. 
with Belifarius ?— Yes, every campaign $ 
we were never afunder. — Indçed I that ex- 
cellent man 1 the cqUi'U compofurc of his 
mind ï that conftanc uprightnefs ! that 
grcatnefs of foul 1 Is he (till living, pray ? 
ibr in this. Solitude it is about £iv&and twenty 
. . B 6 years 
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years fince I have heard what is doing in 

, the world. ^Yes, Belifarius is ftill alive. 

May Heaven guard and prolong his 

days ! — If he heard your wilhes for him, 
your goodnefs would aflfeâ: him tenderly. — 
Very like ; and how do they fay he fares at 
court ? In great power, to be fure ! a- 
dored by every body ! — Alas ! envy is ever 
an attendant on profperity. — Very true ; 
but the emperor (hould be upon his guard 
againft the enemies of fo great a man, 
the tutelary genius, the protcftor of the 
empire ! — He is far gone in years now. — 
But what then ? he will be as great in 
council, as he was formerly in the field. 
His wifdom, if he is attended to, may, 
perhaps, be of more cxtenfive ufe than 
even his valour. And how, fays Belifa- 
rius, inwardly foftened, how was he known 
to you ? — Let us fit down to table, an- 
fwered the villager : your queftion would 
lead into a long detail. 

Belifarius now felt fome fecret hints that 
his landlord muft be fome officer who had 
formerly fervcd under him, and had rcafon 
to be contented with his general. During 
fupper, the latter was inquifitive concern- 
ing the events of war in Italy and the Eaft, 
but was totally filont in regard to Africa. 
Belifarius gratified his çuriofity in a plain 
and fimple ftile. Let us drink, fays the 
-^ hoft, at the condufion of the repaft, let us 

drink 
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drink to the health of your general, and 
may Heaven requite him with its bounty 
for all the evil he heaped on me ! — He! re- 
plied Belifarius, did he injure you ? — He 
difcharged his duty, and I make no com- 
plaint. I have learned in the fchool of ad- 
vcrfity to companionate the diftrefles of 
mankind, and you ihall know, my honed 
friend, how that leflfon was taught me. As 
you have ferved in Africa, you muft have 
feen the king of the Vandals, the unfor- 
tunate GiLiMER, led by Belifarius in tri- 
umph to Conftantinople, with his wife and 
children involved in his captivity. That 
very Gil i mer has opened to you his hofpi- 
table door! you have fupped with him! 
— Thou Gilimer ! exclaimed Belifarius ; 
and has not the emperor alligned you a 

better lot ? — He had promifed Yes, he 

promifed, and, to do him juftice, he kept 
his word. Dignities were offered to me, 
and even the rank of a Patrician ; but I 
declined the offer. To him who has been 
a king and has loft his crown, the only rc- 

fource is obfcurity and repofc. Thou 

Gilimer ! — Yes, I am he ! that vanquiflied 
prince» who, you may remember, was be- 
•fieged upon the mountain of Pûpua. There 
1 fuffered unheard of hardfhips* : the in- 
clemency of the winter-feafon, the ncccfli- 
tics of famine, the miferable afpeft of a 

whole 
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whole people driven to thelaft defpair, ami 
ready to devour their Very wives and chil- 
dren -, the unremitting vigilance of that 
brave officer Phar as, who, even amidft: the 
operations of the fiege he carried on, never 
ceafed by his remonftrances to awaken my 
feelings both for myfelf and the miferies of 
my people : all thefe circumftanccs, toge- 
ther with the entire confidence I had in the 
uprîghtnefs of your general, prevailed upon 
me at length to lay down my arms. With 
what an air of fober dignity did Belifarius 
receive me ! Every proper attention was 
paid to me by his direâion. With what 
addrcfs, with what refpeft did he ftrive to 
foften my afili6lion ! The^fpace of near 
fix luftres has elapfed fince 1 have dwelt in 
this folitary retreat, and not a day has paflèd 
without hearing my moft fervent prayers for 
Belifarius. 

I perceive,, faid Belilarius, in this account 
of'yourfelf, the mild effeâsîlkf that philo- 
Ibphy, which even on the mount«ft, where 
you endured fo much, could make you 
.chant your calamities in long •, which gave 
you, when you appeared before Belifarius^ 
that ferenity of contempt -, and on his day 
of triumph animated that look of magna- 
nimity, which aftonifhed the emperor Juf- 
tinian. My good gueft, replied Gilimer, 
the ftrength and the wealf nefs of our mind5 
j^depend entirely upon the light in which 

things. 
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things appear to us. True conftancy and 
fortitude firft fprung up in my heart, when 
I began to confider the world as the fport 
of fortune. Till then I had lived the moft 
voluptuous of kings, diflblved in luxury, 
and ever intranced in the lap of pleafiire : 
on a fudden I paflcd from my palace, that 
fcene of revelry and delight, to the cavern 
of the Moors*, where pillowed upon ftravv, 
I lived on barley coarfely pounded and 
half roafted under the cinders. Nay, to 
fuch hardfhip was I reduced, that a loaf of 
bread, fent to me by the humanity of an 
enemy, was an inellimable prefent. From 
this fituation I fell into captivity, was load- 
ed with irons, and walked in the con- 
queror's triumph. In extremities like thefc, 
you will agree with me, that the heart muft 
break with grief, or rife fuperior to the car 
price of fortune* 

You find in that oompofure of your foul, 
fays Belifariu«» many refources againft ca- 
lamity j'^nd Ipromife to fuperadd a new 
motive of confolation before we part. 

Their couverfation ended here, and each 
retired to reft. . 

Gilimer, at the dawn of day, inftead af 
betaking himfelf to the cultivation of his 
garden, made it his furll care to enquire how 

his 
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his aged gucft had paffed the night. He 
found him already up, with his ftick in his 
hand, ready to fet out on his journey. 
How ! faid he, not give us a few days be- 
fore you leave us ! — Th«t, replied Belifa- 
rius, is not in my power : I have a wife 
and daughter inconfolable during my ab- 
fence. Farewel ! and hear without emo- 
tion what remains to be told you : Blind 
and fuperannuated as I am, Belisarius 
will never forget the reception you have 
given him. — How ! Belisarius ! *— It is 
Belisarius who now embraces you ! — 
Righteous Heaven ! exclaims Gilimïr, 
half wild with aftonifliment, Belisarius. 
blind, and abandoned in his old age ! — 
Even fo, replied Belisarius, and to Ihew, 
you the extreme of cruelty, before they 
turned him adrift to beg his way through 
the world, his enemies pur out his eyes* — 
Amazement! fays Gilimer, in a tone of 
grief and horror; can it be poffible ? 
Who were the monfters ? — Envious men,, 
replied BELISARIUS • they impeached me 
of defigns upon the crown, when my 
thoughts were fixed upon my grave. They 
had credit enough to ruin me, and I was 
laid in irons. The people • at length cla- 
moured loudly for my enlargement ^ it was 
in vain to refift the popular outcry ; but 
in reftoring me to liberty they deprived me 
of my fight. JusTjNiAN teo ordained it ; 

there 
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there the wound ftruck deeper ! You can 
wicnefs with what zeal, with what affeâion 
I ferved him. Even now I love him, and 
grieve that he is furrounded by wicked 
men, who cloud and blacken the evening 
of his days. When I heard that he him- 
felf pronounced the definitive fentcnce, I 
own my conftancy failed me ; the very ex- 
ecutioners relented into pity, and fell pro- 
ftrate at my feet. Now all is over ;. and> 
thanks be to Heaven, I have but a litde 
time to crawl about, blind and wretched. 
• Pafs that time with me, fays Gi li- 
mer : here, under my roof, clofe an ilr 
luftrious life. — That, returned Belifarius» 
would have fomething foothing in it ; but 
I muft give myfelf to my family, and I now 
go to expire in their arms. Farewel I 

Gilimer embraced him, bathed him with 
his tears, and could hardly quit his hold. 
At length he let him go with a parting 
pang, and draining his eyes after him, O 
profperity ! lays he, thou cheat profperity I 
who can confide in thee ? The warlike 
hero, the great, the good Belifarius ! 
Now indeed he may think himfçlf happy 
who digs his garden. With thcfe words 
the king of the Vandals refumed his 
fpade. 



chap; 
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CHAP. III. 

BElisarius wasnowneartbe afylum of 
his family, who expeûed him with im- 
patience, when 2l new incident made him 
fear that he fhould never reach it. The inha- 
bitants upon the borders of the empire were 
perpetually making incurfions into Thrace. 
A party of Bulgarians had invaded the con- 
fines, juft as a rumour was fprcad abroad, 
that Belisaaius, deprived of his eye-fight, 
was difcharged from prifon, and was beg- 
ging his way to his exiled family. The idea 
of attaching to himfelf fo confiderable a 
man Joon llruck the. prince of Bulgaria, 
who little doubted but Bzlisarius would 
embrace the moft rapid means of revenge. 
The road he had taken was known, and 
-orders were accordingly iffued for a dili- 
gent purfuit. Towards the clofe of day 
Belisarius was overtaken : force was not 
to be refifted ; he was obliged to mount a 
liiperb horfe brought for the purpofe. Two 
Bulgarians conduced him, and the hero's 
guide was obliged to mount behind one of 
them. You may truft to us, faid the Bul- 
garians ; the prince our matter honours 
your virtues and compaflionates your mif- 
fortunes. Belisarius interrogating what 
Clieir prince wanted with him v He means, 

replied 
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replied the barbarians, to fate your ven- 
geance, with the blood of your enemies^ 
Ah Ï fays the old general, let hini leave me 
unrevengcd ; his pity is fupcrfluous and 
cruel. I only aflc to die in the arms of my 
family, arid you tear me from them. Whi- 
ther would you lead me ? I am harrafled 
with fatigue, and reft is neceflfary to rnc; 
Keft you fliall have, anfwered the Bulga- 
rians, and to your entire fatisfaftion, if the 
mafter of the neighbouring caftle (hould 
chance not to be upon his guard, or in cafe 
he does not prove armed with too ftrong a 
force. 

This caftle was in the occupation of an 
old courtier whofe name was Bessus. He 
had commanded at Rome during . a fiege» 
and after being guilty of the moft horrible 
exaâions, retired to thia place with ten 
thoufand talents^. Belisarius had in* 
fifted that he (hould be profecuted with the 
utmoft feverity of the law •, but thofc at 
court who do not wifh to have matteps too 
clofely infpeûed, being all of his party, the 
enquiry was prevented, and Bbssus retired 
to enjoy his crimes and his money in rural 
tranquility. 

TwaBulgarians,,who had been difpatched 
to reconnoitre the place, reported to the 
chief, that in the caftle all was pleafure and 
rejoicing ; that the miçfortune of Beli- 

SARIUS 
f About 250^000/. fterling. 
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SARI us was the general talk ; and that Bes- 
sus celebrated it by a day of feftivity, as a 
punilhment inflicted by Heaven. The ab- 
je£): wretch ! faid the Bulgarians, he (hall 
not long have it in his power to triumph ia 
the downfal of a great man like you. 

They arrived foon at the caftle : Be£u& 
was at table furrounded by his fycophants, 
one of whom fung a ibng of adulation, and 
in his ftanzas fet forth the care of Heavea 
in the juftification of his patron, by punifli- 
ing the accufer with the lofs of his fight. 
What more raanifeft indication could there 
be ! Could innocence enjoy a more fplcndid 
triumph ! Beflus applauded the flattering 
ftrain, gracioufly observing, that Heaven is 
always jufl:, and that fooner or later the 
wicked are brought to condign panifh- 
ment. BefTus was right in his obfervation ; 
for now the Bulgarians, fword in hand, had 
taken pofTellion of the courtyard, and leav- 
ing Belifarius to the care of a few ibldiers, 
made their way with hideous uproar to the 
banqueting-room. Beflus turned pale at tjie 
fight ; confufion and terror fell upon him 5 
his guefl:s were thrown into the utmofl: con- 
fternation : without attempting a defence, 
they fell upon their knees and begged their 
lives. They were all inftantly feized, and 
dragged forth to the place where Belisa- 
mus was guarded. Bessus by the light of \ 
the torches perceived on borfeback a blind 

old* 
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old man ; he immediately knew him, and 
befccched his mercy. The old eeneral, 
Ibftcned with tenderncfs, conjured the Bul- 
garians to fpare him and his. No, faid the 
chief, no mercy here for bad men I This was 
the fignal for flaughter, and Beflus with all 
his comrades was put to death upon the 
fpot. Then ordering all the domeftics be- 
fore him, the commander of the gang, who 
faw they expeâed the fame fate, bid them 
be without fear, and attend him and his 
party at table ^ for now, fays he we are 
your matters. He proceeded to regale him- 
fclf with his followers, and Belisarius was 
placed in the feat of Beflus. 

The viciflitudes of fortune how cngrofled 
the thoughts of Belifarius, and this laft in- 
cidcnt forcly grieved him. My friends, 
laid he to the Bulgarians, you diftrefs me 
much by (bedding the blood of my coun- 
trymen. Befllis, it is true, was g.uilcy of 
avarice and inhumanity : I have feen him 
the author of a famine at Rome, and in the 
midft of the public mifery felling out bread 
at a moft exorbitant price, without any feel- 
ing for the poor, who were unable to buy 
the neceflaries of life. The juftice of Hea- 
ven has overtaken him at laft, and my only 
regret is that he merited his fate : but yet 
this havoc, done in my name, is a ftain tp 
my honour. Either difpatch ipe, or pro- 
miie that no outrage of this fort fhaU hap-- 

pen 
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pen again while I am amongft you. The 
Bulgarians engaged to reftrain thcmlHves 
for the future to felf-defence ; but Beflus* 
cattle was plundered, and the next day the 
i-nvaders, loaded with booty, fet forward 
with Belisarius. 

As foon as they arrived at their prince's 
camp, the commander in chief, embracing 
Belifarius, exclaimed, in a tranfport of joy. 
Come, thou venerable man, and try whe- 
ther we or your own countrymen are the Bar- 
barians ! Abandoned by the ftate you 
ferved, you (hall find among us both 
friends and revengers of your wrongs. 
^Yiththis he led him by the hand to his 
tent,* there bad him repofe himfelf, and 
gave orders that every thing fliould favour 
his flumber. At night, after a fumpcuous 
repaft, at which the name of Belifarius 
was celebrated by all the Barbarian chiefs, 
the king withdrew with him to a private 
conference. He began by obferving, that 
it was needlefs to remonftrate the cruelty 
of the treatment he had met with. The 
crime, continued he, is horrible ; the ven- 
geance due to it fliould be the fame. Your 
tyrant, with all his accomplices, m\ifl: be 
buried under the ruins of the Imperial 
throne and palace : his city fliall be wrapt 
in flamcsi and its fragments heaped upon 
the emperor's head. Be thou, illuftrious old 
man, be thou the guide of my armies ; in * 

ftrua: 
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iftruft me how to conquer, and to expiate 
your injuries. They have not robbed you 
of the mind's eye i the light of wifdom is 
Hill yours. Teach me how to rulh upon 
them by furprize ; to affault them within 
their ramparts. Let us exterminate their 
empire, and not leave a trace of it on this 
fide of the feas. If the fécond rank in our 
new dominion will not fuffice you, divide 
with me the Imperial dignity ; I agree to 
it. Let the tyrant of Byzantium, before 
he dies beneath repeated blows, behold you 
once more make your triumphant entry into 
his city. — And would you have me, then, 
faidBelifarius, afterapaufe, would you have< 
me juftify him for depriving me of my 
fight ? It is a long time. Sir, fince I de- 
clined the oSer of crowns. Carthage and 
Italy invited my acceptance. I was then 
young, and in the feafon of ambition ; 
perfecution even then began to fliew itfelf, 
but I remained inviolably faithful to my 
prince and my country. 1 he duty which 
then bound me continues unextingui(hed ; 
and nothing c2lxï induce me to renounce it. 
When I promifed allegiance to the empe- 
Tor, I hoped to find him juft ; and, if he 
proved otherwife, I made no refervation of 
a tacit right to defend, much lefs to re- 
venge myfelf. Of treafon and revolt I am 
incapable i and, let me afk, how would it 
fcrve you to brand me with perjury ? 

What 
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What valuable fervice can you expcâ: 
from a blind old man* who has loft the 
force and vigour of his mind ? The en- 
lerprize you propofe is much above my 
ability, perhaps above your own. In the 
prefent relaxed ftate of government, the 
emperor appears an eafy conqueft ; but 'he 
is only grown indolent ; and perhaps to 
roufe him from his languor, and re-animate 
his fpirir, it were dcfirable for him that aa 
enterprize like yours (h#uld be commenced. 
That city, which you think fo affailable^ 
h inhabited by a people trained to war : 
and then, what a fet of men to lead them 
on ! If the fuperannuated Belifarius may 
well nigh be numbered with the dead, yet 
Narses lives, and even Narses has for 
competitors Mundus, Hermes, Salomon, 
and many others of a warlike genius. If 
you will credit me, time alone, with its 
imperceptible hand, muft fap the founda- 
tions, and work the downfal of that great 
empire. You may, indeed, commit a ra- 
vage, but that is but the war of robbers ; 
your ambition will afpife to an enterprize 
more worthy of you, Juftinian defires 
only to form alliances and confederacies in 
friendfhip -, let me add, there is not a king 
who would not be honoured by an alliance 
with him ; and. Sir, it depends upon your- 
fclf to — No, interrupted the Bulgarian, 
I never will be the friend of Juftinian ; I 

' . will 
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will hold no alliance with the man who 
owes his all to you, and in return has blind- 
ed you for it. Will you reign in concert 
with me, the direftor of my councils, and 
the genius of my armies ? That is the ques- 
tion between us. My life, replied Belifa- 
riùs, is in your hands ; but nothing can ex- 
empt me from the 'allegiance I owe my 
lawful fovereign -, even now, deprefled as I 
am, had I the means of ferving him, though 
it were againft youffelf, he might ftill be as 
fure of me as in my day of profperity.-^ 
An extraordinary fort of virtue this ! fays the 
Bulgarian.-r— Woe to the people, replied Be- 
lifarius, to whom it appears extraordinary! 
Don't you perceive that it is the founda- 
tion of good order in fociety ? That no mem- 
ber of any community whatever (hould ar- 
rogate to himfelf a right to be his own 
judge and his own avenger, is an obvious, 
a felf-evident truth. That right of nature 
is transferred to' the magiftrate ; and were 
it otherwife, there would be as many re- 
bels as difcontented fpirits. Would you, 
who now court me to punifh my mafter for 
injuftice, would you give the fame privi- 
lege to your owh foldiers ?— Would I give 
it ? fays the Bulgarian -, they have it with- 
out my giving it; but fear ^eftrains it with- 
in due bounds.— And with us, fir, virtue is 
the reftraint, fays Belifarius j that is an ad* 
vantage refulting from the manners ; frorfi 

C manners 
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manners formed by civilization, the parent 
of focial happinefs -, and focial happinefs, lee 
inc tell you, will never be rightly under- 
ilood, where the inftitutions of true policy 
have not been received. I will go deeper 
into this fubjeél, with the freedom of a man 
who has nothing left to fear or hope. What 
fort of fubjeâs do you govern^ fir ? A race 
enured to warfare; that is their beft re- 
fource : and that very warfare to which they 
are trained banilhcs every idea of the right 
ufe of peace ; inclines them to neglcfStthe 
valuable riches of labour and induftry ; to 
trample on the laws of natural juftice, and 
feek a precarious good in ruin and dcftruc- 
tion. If you will place before your eyes 
the confequences that muft attend your 
boundkfs ambition, you will perceive how 
xieceffarily it refults, that, to lay wafte the 
territories of the empire, you muft leave 
your own without labourers, barren and 
xinculcivated ; that in order to fubfift one 
^art of the human fpccies, you muft maf- 
îacre another ; and that your own fubjeâs 
muft fatten with their bloo4 the very land 
which they cover with defolation. And 
will not, faid the king, the influence of 
.war be the fame upon the fubjeâs of the 
empire ? By no means, replied Belifarius ; 
^nd nrioreover the objeél of our arms is ve- 
jy different. The end aimed at by our 
,wars is public tranquility, that we may en- 
joy 



BELISARIOS. 2; 

joy the fruits of peace as the purchafe of 
our viâorics. Gcnerofity, fays the Bul- 
garian', is cafily extended where we have 
rile fuperîor force. Let us break off the 
conference. You are ftill iiluftrious in mi- 
fery, and 1 honour your unfhaken fidelity ; 
it deferved a better recompence. Repofc 
yourfclf for this night in my own tent : you 
fhall be lodged near our perfon. To-mor- 
row it Ihall depend upon yourfclf to direft 
your guides which way you will be con- 
duûed. To the place where they feized 
mr, faid Belifarius ; and then retired to 
the comforts of a pure and tranquil fleep, 
• The next day the king of Bulgaria took 
leave of the good old general, and fain 
would have loaded him with prefents. 
They are, fays Bejîfariu^, the fpoils of my 
country, and you would blufh for mc, if I 
fuffered myfelf to be fo enriched. Some 
ncceflary food for himfelf and his guide 
was all he could be induced to accept; 
and the fame party that laid violent hands 
upon bim» efcorted him to the place from 
whence he had been carried to the barba- 
rian camp. 
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CHAP. IV. 

THE hero was now at the diftance of 
twelve miles from the retreat of his 
family^-, but being exhaufted by a fatiguing 
journey, he enquired of his guide whether 
there was not a vill'age in fight, where he 
might reft his weariedlimbs. There is one, 
faid his young conduâ:ôr, but it is u con- 
fiderable way off: Let thefc guards con- 
vey you to it. No, replied Belisarius, I 
ihould expofe the place to the pillage of 
thefe rovers. He now took leave of his 
convoy. 

Arriving at the village, the cry that ftruck 
his ear was, ^Jbcre be is ; that^j be ; // is tbe 
-very man. What may this mean ? — It is an 
whole family, faid the guide, making to- 
wards you with great eagernefs. By this 
time an old man came forward from the 
crowd. Worthy gentleman, faid he, may 
we crave to know who you are ? You 
plainly fee, replied Belifariu5, that I am a 
poor indigent wretch, and not i gentle- 
man. — An indigent wretch ! exclaimed the 
peafant^ that is what occafions our curi- 
ofiry ; for we have a report here, that, 
wretched as you feem, you are Belifarius. 
—Lower your voice, my honeft friend, re- 
plied the general j and if my misfortunes 

-^ touch 
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touch you, afford me a fliclter under your 
roof. Thefe words were fcarcely utteredv 
when he feic the villager embracing his 
knees : he raifed the honeft countryman^ 
and went with him into an humble cot. 
' Fall down, my children, faid the villager 
to his ion and two daughters, fall down at 
the feet of this iHuflrious hero : it was he 
protefted us from the ravage of the HaNs ^ 
but for him our little habitation had been 
reduced to aflies ; but for him, my chil- 
dren, your father would have been but* 
chcred lîefore your eyes, your little babes- 
would have been torn from you, and hur- 
ried into captivity 5 but for him, you never 
would have raifed your heads again -, you 
are indebted to him for life, and all that can 
be dearer than life. Venerate bim the more 
for his prefeflt condition, refpedb his mif- 
fortuncs, and weep over your unhappy- 
country, 

Bclifarius, diflblvin^ inwardly with ten- 
dernefs at the grateful fentiments of this 
I ittle family^ arttT overpowered by their blef* 
îTings on his head, could only anfwer tlicm 
with the dumb eloquence of his embraces.. 
Condel'cend, illuftrious hero, faid the twa 
women,' to receive to your arms thefe two- 
Krtle innocents, who have found in you a. 
fécond father; We fhall never, ceafe tôv 
awaken in their memories a due fenfe of 
the honour they will now. rcceiya by falut- 
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ing thcîr great deliverer, and being car 
reflèd in his embrace. Each mother pre- 
ieated her own child, and placed him on 
the general's knees. ' The . little infants 
fmiled with young aftonilhment, and raif- 
ing their arms fèemed to offer tip their 
thanks. And can you now, faid Belifarius, 
think me an objeâ of cooipafllon ? Does 
there at this moment breathe a man more 
fincerely happy than myfelf ? But tell me, 
how has it happened that you had any 
knowledge of me ? A young noUeman^ 
replied the villager, paflcd through this 
place yefterday, and enquired if we had 
not feen a blind old man go by ; you an- 
fwer the defcription he gave us. We af- 
fured him we had feen no fuch perfon ; he 
then charged us to keep a good look-out, 
and let you know, that a friend expefts you 
at the place where you are going. He faid 
you were in want of every thing, and re- 
qucfted us to pay you every attention in our 
power : he even promifed to reqiTite us for 
It. Alas ! we told him that we were all 
varioufly employed ; fome in the labours of 
the field, others in domeftic cares, and had 
but little leifure to gape after travellers as 
they pafs by. Then quit your employ- 
ments, faid the young lord, and omit every 
thing rather than the aôs of benevolence 
the good-old man is intitled to : he is your 
protcftor, your deliverer -, it is Belifariua 

whom 
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whom I recommend to your diligence^ ; and 
tlien he opened to us the wliole (lory of 
your fulFenngs. Ac the found of a name fo 
beloved and honoured, imagine to yourfelf 
the agitation of our heaKs. My fon watch* 
cd all night long for his general, for he had 
the honour to fight under your banners, 
when you expelled the invaders of Thrace •, 
and my daughters at the dawn of day were 
at the threftiold of the door, and there con* 
tinued {training their eyes with eager ex« 
peftation» At length we have found you j 
command as you pleafe, every thing we 
have is yours : the nobleman who dtfires to 
fee you has more in his power to give ; but 
give what he may, he will not do it with a 
better heart than we offer our little all, 

While thus the father difcourfcd, the fon, 
in a fixed attitude before the hero, viewed, 
him with a penfive air, hh hands clafped iiv 
each other ^ confternation, pity, and refpcft 
rifihg by turns, and diffufmg themfclve» 
over his countenance» 

My good friend, fays Belifarius to the 
old villager, I thank you for thefe marks o£ 
your goodnefs, I have wherewithal to fup* 
port me pn my way to my laft retreat : but/ 
pray ipform me, is your happincfs equal ta 
your benevolence ? Your fon, ypu fay, car- 
ried arms under my condu^, I. feel my^ 
fclf intcrefted about him ; is hç^ prudent, 
careful, and induftrious ? Does he prove a 

C 4 good- 
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good hulband and a good father ? —He is, 
replied the old man, all my joy and coip- 
fort 5 he quitted the army upon the death 
of his elder brother; but he quitted it 
learned with honourable fears -, he relieves 
me from labour, the prop of my old age ! 
He has for his wife the daughter of my 
friend, and Heaven has fmiled upon their 
union. He is of a fanguine lively temper; 
ihe is of a mild and amiable difpofition. 
My daughter, who ftands there, is alfo hap- 
pily fettled. I gave her in marriage to a 
young mari of good morals, and they Jive 
in mutual affcébion : every thing goes on to 
my heart's content, and they have railed 
grand-children to me, in whom 1 fancy I 
am renewing lïiy youth. In the hopes that 
they will cheri(h my memory, and bfcfs me 
when I am gone, I draw towards my grave 
with lefs regret. — Alas ! my good, friend, 
faid Belifarius, you excite my envy ! I had 
two ions, my beft, my darling hope ! I faw 
tliem both expire at my fide ^ an only 
daughter is all that is left me in my age, 
and flie, alas ! has too much fcnfîbility for 
my condition and her own. But thanks be 
to Heaven, my two boys died fighting for 
their country !-^At thele Svords, the young 
man, who had been ekrneftly liftening to all 
that pafîèd, felt his heart touched to the 
very quick. 

^ The 
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The fuppcr, confifting of pkin country 
fare, was fervcd up ; but Bclifarius, by his 
lively reprcfimtations of the happinefs that 
dwells with obfcurity, gave it the value of 
the moft fumptuous repaft. Calm and re- 
tired tranquility, fays he, is the happieflr 
ftate of man ; and yet, fo little arc the fo* 
lid blefTings of life underftood, it is a ftate^ 
which is never envied ! 

The young man of the houfe continued 
fllent during the whole time of fupper, with^ 
liis eyes fixed on Belifarius ; he was loft in 
contemplation : his inward workings grew.- 
ftronger as he gazed ; his- countenance 
every moment fettled into a deeper gloom,. 
looked more intenfe with refleftion, and: 
fiercer with the various meanings that fuc- 
ceeded each other. Here is my fon, faid- 
the good old, landlord, recalling to his ima- 
gination all your battles : he perufes you 
v/!ith an ardent eye* — He finds it difficult,, 
replied Belifarius,.to recolleft his general. — 
The enemies of my general, faid the young, 
man, have defaced him enough to make it 
difficult to know him ; but he is too near 
the hearts of his foldiers to be ever unknown: 
to them. 

When Belifarius took leave of this wor- 
thy family, I (hould be glad, fays this young- 
man, if my general will permit me to at- 
tend him a little part of his way. Being 
together on the road, I could wilh, faid be 

C5 again,. 



34 BELISARIUS. 

again, that you would order your guide to 
walk on before us j for I have fomething 
for your private ear. The condition, fir, 
to which they have reduced you fills mç 
with indignation. They have left you a 
terrible example of ingratitude, and the 
bafeft perfidy ; it makes me even look with 
horror on my country -, and as I formerly 
dared boldly in her fervice, fo J[ now blufli 
for every drop of blood I fpilt in her caufe. 
The place of rny nativity is grown detef- 
table to me, and I look with pity on the 
children whom I have brought into this bad 
world — Hold 1 hold, young man ! fays 
Bclifarius j where is the country in which 
honeft men do not fall the viélims of ma- 
lignity and fraud ? — But this, returned the 
young foldier, this is witHout a precedent. 
There is a peculiarity in your fate that ex- 
ceeds all imagination. Who was the au- 
thor of it ? 1 have a ,wife and children. ; 
them I will recommend to their grandfather 
and the Supreme Being, and nothing (hall 
retard me from fetting out diredtly to tear 
out the villain's heart, who barbaroufly — 
Alas 1 thou generous youth, faid Bclifarius, 
clafping him in his arms, this excefsof pity 
kindles toenthufiafm. Can I confent that 
a brave young man (hall be the perpetrator 
of an infidious deed"? that a foldier (hall 
become an aflTaflin ? that a virtuous fon, a 
lender hufband, aivd an affedtionate father, 

ih^n 
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jQiall be the flave of guilt and iofamy ! Ic 
were to make me dcferve all that malice» 
has infli(5ted on me, Refledl a little ; you» 
have rclinquifhed the juft defence of your 
country to folace your aged father, and re an 
up your tender infants ^ and will you now; 
for a fuperannuated wretch like me, witl^. 
an extravagant zeal, defert that very father, 
and your helplels babes ?. Tell me, (hould 
you drench your hands in the blood ofmy^ 
çnemies, will that rccal my. youthful vi- 
gour ?. Will it rcftore my. loft organs to me f 
When you. have made yourfelf criminal» 
fliall I be the lefs mifcrablç ? — ^No, replied, 
the young man, but the bloody cataflrophe 
of a villain will ftrike every guilty mind 
with, horror: to make him a terrible ex- 
ample to the world^^I will feize the mon- 
iter at the foot of the throne or even tof th& 
altar, and gluttingimy poniard in his heart, 
will thunder in his ear, ^^ Belifdriuiftrikes the 
hlow^^ — And by what right, fays Belifarius. 
in a dccifive tone, cio you nieaq to execute 
my revenge ?. Have I transferred a right to 
you, which 1 do not poflefs myfelf ? or doi 
you. mean to aiTume. that right in deâançe 
of every law ?-^— Let law be truly admini*? 
ftered, faid, the young man, and . the. fub- 
jeft will depend upon the juftice of his 
country -, but fince it is perverted, fince it 
gives no proteftion. to. innocence and virt 
tue, bjut connives at vice, and afts in collu- 

C6 fion 
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fian with the guilty, it is time to abjure 
civil focietjr, and refort to the primitive laws 
of natural juftice.— My worthy good friend, 
replied Belifarius, that is the reafoning of 
fiâBans, of every lawlefs banditti ! To fee 
the laws warped to evil purpofes is indeed 
grievous to a juft and honeft mind ; but the 
cafe would be ftill more grievous, if they 
were to fufFer open violation. Elnfeebled laws 
are moft certainly an evil, but a tranfitory 
evil ; their total overthrow would be a lad- 
ing calamity. You would ftrike guilt with 
terror, and yet you are going to encourage 
k by your example. My calamities, thou 
worthy youths have inspired you with noble 
ientiments ; would you debàfe thofe fenti- 
nients by an atrocious deçd ? Shall the ten- 
der ftnfations of the heart be turned to hor- 
ror ^ I conjure you, in the name of that 
virtue which you love, diflionour it not by 
fatal rafhnefs. Let it never be faid that 
virtue has guided the Hand of an affaffin. 

If their cruelty, fàid the young Tbldier„ 
had fpent ks rage on me, I could perhaps 
arm myfelf with fortitude to bear the word ; 
but when a maji* renowned, when Belifa- 
rius — No, I will never- forgive it. But I 
forgive it, replied Belifarius -, nothing but 
tny intéreft in this bufmcfs can provoke 
your fury -, and if I renounce my own re- 
fcntmems, will you ga farther than I àm 

wiMing 
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willing to do ? Let me tell you, that if I 
were inclined to expiate my wrongs by the 
blood of my enemies, whole nations are 
ready to arm themfclves in my caufe ; but 
I am refigned to my fate j imitate my ex- 
ample, allow me to be a judge of what is 
right and honourable ; and if you find with- 
in your bread a fpirit to encounter death, 
referve that fpirit for the glorious occafion 
of ferving your country and your prince. . 

The ardor of the young foldier fubfided 
at thefb words into wonder and admiration. 
Forgive me, general, faid he, forgive the 
vehemence which I now blufli to own : 
the outrage of your fortune drove me to 
excefs ; while you condemn my zeal, ex- 
cufe it aMb. — I do more, faid Belifarius, I 
efteem it ; it. is* the emotion, the rranfport 
of a generous mind, but let me now diredt 
it. Your family will have need of you,. 
live for them ; and let your children im- 
bibe from you an averfion to the enemies 
of Belifarius. — Name them, faid the young 
foldier with impatience, and I promife you 
my children Ihall grow up from the cradle 
in mortal hatred of them. — My enemies, 
replied Belifarius, are the Scythians, the 
Huns,, the Bulgarians, the Sclavonians, 
the Perfians, and all the enemies of my 
co%mtfy. — Thou miracle of virtue ! faid tjie 
young villager, proftrating himfelf at the 
feet of the hero, Belifarius embraced him„ 

and 
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•nd taking his leave. There are, faid he, in 
this mixed ftate inevitable evils ; all that a 
juft man can do is not to deferve the por* 
tion that may be his lot. If, hereafter, 
the abufc of power, the perverfion of 
laws, and the profperity of bad men, (hould 
move youc indignation, think of Bcllfarius» 
Farewel ! 



C H A P: T. 

THE phiTofophîc foul of Bclifarius wat 
now upon the point of encountering 
a trial ftill more fevere than any he had yet 
met with : but it will in this place be pror 
per to relate what happened when the hero 
was firft feized, and hurried away to prifon.. 
On the night when he was loaded with 
fetters, and like a ftate- criminal thrown 
into jail, amazement, grief, and confterr 
nation filled his palace. The alarm which 
feized his wife Antonina, and Eudoxa 
his, only daughter, gave a picture of defpair 
and agony m their mod ftriking colours» 
i\t length Antonina recovering from her 
fright, and calling to mind the favours which 
the emprefs had lavilhed on her, began ^ 
tp flatter herfclf that her apprehenfions were 
groiindlcfs ; flic condemned, with felf-rcr 
proach, the weaknefs flie had betrayed. 
Admitted to an intimacy and dearnefs with 

Thjço-. 
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Theodora, the companion and (barer ot 
all her focial pleafures, (he depended upoa 
fupport froni that quarter, or at Icaft flic 
believed that Theodora was her friend. 
In this perfuafion flic attended the levée of 
the emprels, and falTing on her knees in the 
face of the whole court •, Madarti, faid flic,, 
if to have defended and faved the empire 
orr various occafions has been the diflin- 
guilhed ]ot of ffj^LisARius,. that the guile 
now imputed to him may be examinai irr 
open day light, and that his accufers may^ 
confront him at the tribunal of the empe- 
ror, is now the recompence he aflcs for 
all his generous labours : a free trial, and' 
I he opportunity of confounding his ene- 
mies,, is the only favour he can with honour 
accept. Theodora made her a fi'gn tq 
rife, and with a look of frigid indifference 
ajnfwered ; If Befifarius is innocent, he has nOr 
thing to fear ; if the charge be trucj he is no 
flranger to the clemency of his matter, and 
be knows the foft acccfl^cs to his heart. You 
may withdraw, madam, in full confidence 
that I regard you ; I fliall not eafily forget 
that I have diftinguiflied you by my 7a- 
^ vours. This cold reception, and the abrupt 
manner of the condufion, quite over- 
powered Antonin a j^ flic retired pale and 
trembling, and of all the beholders not one 
dared to lift an eye towards hen Barsa- 
M£S, whom ftie met, would have pafled her 

by 
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by unnoticedi if (he had not addfelïed her- 
felf to him : Barsames was the rninifter of 
the treafury, and the favourite of Theo- 
dora. She entreated him to inform her 
what was the crime laid to the charge of. 
Belifarius. I inform you, madam ! fays Bar- 
fàn€s ; I am totally" in the dark ; a ftranger 
to this affair ; I have nothing in my power ; 
I know nothing, nor do I interfere in any 
thing but the duty of my department : if 
every body followed the fame rule, the peace 
of the world would be lefs difturbed. 

Ah! fays Antonina, the plot, I fee, is 
deeply laid, and Belifarius is undone. A 
little further on (he met a man who owed . 
his all to her, and who, on the preceding, 
day, was entirely devoted to her fervice. 
She made an attempt to expoftulate and 
canvafs the affair with him ; byt without 
deigning to hear her, I know your misfor- 
tunes, faid he, and I am forely mortified ; * 
but Tmuftbeg your pai^don, I have a bufi- 
nefs to foUicit, and there is not a moment to 
be loft : I muft leave you, madam, but be af-^ 
fured, that nobody is more zealoufly attached 
to you. Antonina went in qpeftof her daugh- 
ter, and in an hour's time (he received dU 
regions to depart the city. The old caftle 
-already mentioned was affigned the place of 
her exile. 

The very fight of this caftle, folitary and : 
inruini filled the heart of Antonina with con- 

ftcrnation j; 
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fternatîon ; here fhe confidercd hcrfelf as 
buried, and a fit of illnefs feized her foon 
after her arrival. The tender Eitdox a, dif- 
traflred by the idea of a father impeached, 
loaded with irons, and given up a prey ta 
his enemies -, diftradted further at the fight 
of a mother ready to break her heart with 
anguiOi 5 underwent the fevereft agonic» 
of mind. All her days, her beft, her youth- 
ful days, were cx>nfui!ned in offices of ten* 
dernefs to her âfflifted nrothtr ; each night 
fhe was bathed in tears, and in that fufpcncc 
of pain when weary nature finks down to 
reft, her flumbers were ever troubled with 
the moft horrid dreams. The image of her 
father plunged into a dungeon*s gloom, 
anrd betidihg under the weight of galling 
chains, was ever prefetit to her ; and her ap- 
prehenfions for her mother encreafed tne 
terrors of the- vifionary fccne. 
' Antonina had been converfant in courts,' 
and the thorough knowledge fhe had of 
them, for ever painted to her hncy the rage 
of perfecufion let loofe againft her hufband. 
What a triumph, faid (he, for thofc malig- 
nant fpirits, who for a fcries of years have 
thought themfelves deprefled by the virtues- 
of a great and virtuous man ! how will they 
now exult* m his downfal f. Ï fee before mc 
the ghaftly fmile of malice, and myftc- 
rious air of calumny, that affefts to con- 
ceal what it knows, and would appear ten- 
der 
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dcr of the man whom it is ready to ftab;- 
Dctcfted flatterers! ye fawning fycophants I 
I fee ye all, and I hear your cruel infults in 
our misfortunes. Oh, my daughter ! in 
your diftrefs you may at leaft enjoy the con- 
folation that you have nothing to reproach 
yourfelf -, a$ to me, I have more reafon to 
bluQi for my former felicities than my pre- 
fent calamities. The fage advice, and all 
the prudent kflbns, your father ufed to give 
me were little heeded by me j they were too 
importunate 3 in vain he counfelled me to 
fiiun the baits of pleafure and of courts, to- 
think that my truelt dignity confided in 
fimplicity of manners, that the finccreft hap- 
pinefs was to be found in domeftic enjoy* 
ment, and that it would be the triumph of 
my iex to bid adieu to vanities that would 
vanifli like a dream, or end in (hame. His. 
remonflrances appeared to me to be thei 
overflowings of fpleen, and 1 complained 
of his fuUen humour to his very enemies*. 
What giddy inattention was mine I and now. 
whatafadreverfe! The burftingof thcftornv 
awakened me to refledion, and 1 never faw^ 
the abyfs till I was tumbling into it. If you, 
knew, my child, the cold averted, air with, 
which the emprefs difmiffed me I even (he, 
to whom my loul was cnflaved ! whofe every 
whim was the rule of my a£lions,,the in-, 
clination of my heart ! Oh I that, court, . 
which on the eve of our misfortunes, fmiled, 

with 
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yvlih a general complacence on me ! the falfe, 
infidious train ! not one of them, when they 
iaw mc leaving it like an outcaft, with eyes 
dejeded and Iwoln with tears, not one of 
them would acknowledge me ! In courts^ 
my child, misfortune has the qualities of a 
plague, and makes you (bunned by all. 

Such were the refleâions of this un- 
fortunate woman, whofe eyes were now. 
opened to the fallacies of courts, though 
the aflfeâions of her heart were not yet ali- 
cnatecj from them. She dcfpifed her for- 
mer vanities, and yet loved them ftill. 

An entire year pafled away without any 
tidings of Belifarius ', a confpiracy had been 
detected, the hero was charged with being 
the author of it, and the voice of his ene- 
mies, which was called the public voice» 
pronounced him guilty of the treafon. The 
principal confpirators had fuffered death in 
determined filence, without the fmalleft in- 
timation of their leader; upon this was 
founded prefumptive proof againfl: Belifa- 
rius, and, for want of pofxtive evidence, he. 
was left to languifh in a dungeon, in hopes 
that his death would fuperfede the neceflity 
of clear conviAion. In the mean time, the 
old difbanded fpldiery, who now were min-. 
gled with the people, clamoured for the en-, 
largement of their general, and were ready 
to vouch for his innocence : a popular in- 
fvirrçdion followed, univerfally menacing to. 

force 
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force the prifon doors, unlefs he was îmme-^ 
diately fet at liberty, This tumult enraged 
the . emperor. Theodora perceiving it, 
managed artfully to feize the moment of 
ill-humour and paflion,. knowing that then 
only he was capable of injuftice. Well, 
faid fhe, let him be given up to the popu- 
lace after he is rendered unable to command 
them. The horrible advice prevailed : it was. 
the decifive judgment againft Belifariiis. 

• When the people faw him come forth 
without an eye in his head, a general burft 
of rage and lamentation filled the city. Be- 
lifarius appeafed the tumult. My friends 
and countrymen, faid he, your emperpr has 
been impofcd upon ; every man is liable to 
error ; it is our bufifiefs to regret Juftinian's 
error, and to ferve him ftiU ; my innocence 
is now the only good they hive left me ; let 
me poffcfs it ftill. The revolt which you 
threaten cannot reftore what 1 have loft, but 
it may deprive. me of the only confolation 
that remains in myibreaft. The fwelling 
Ipirits of the populace fubfided at thefc' 
words into a perfedl calm ; they offered him 
all they were worth : Belifarius thanked 
them : All I will aflc, fays he, is one of your 
boys, to guide my fteps to the alylum where 
rny family expefts me. 

' The adventure with the BulgarTans car- 
ried Belifarius out of his way, while Tibe- 
rius preffed forward to the retreat of the ex- 
iled 
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iled family. The rattling of a carriage in thç 
court-yard of the caftle gave a fudden emo- 
tion of hope and joy to Antonjna and her 
daughter Êudoxa : the latter ran forth in 
the ftrongeil agitations of mind» but alas ! 
inftead of her father, difappointed to fee a 
youthful ftrangcr, Ihc returned difconfolatç 
to her mother^ and with a figh pronounced. 
It is not he ! 

Anfelmo, a faithful old fervant of the fa-r 
mily, appearing in the court-yard, Pray,ho- 
ncft friend, faid Tiberius,, is not this the 
retreat of Belilarius ? His wife and daugh^ 
ter exped: him here, faid the faithful An* 
felmo, but their hopes have hitherto proved 
abortive i would to Heaven I could fuffcr 
for him, fo he were at liberty ! — He is at 
liberty, replied Tiberius ; he is on his jour- 
ney hither; you will fe,e him foon 5 he ought 
to have been arrived before now. — Oh ! 
walk in, walk in, and communicate th^ 
news to his family ; I will (hew you the 
way. Madam, exclaimed Anfelmo, run» 
ning eagerly to>>^ards Antonina, I have news 
for you, madam ; rejoice and be of gQo4 
heart, my mafter live»; he is free, they have 
reftored him to you ; a generous young 
rnan brings the happy tidings : he thought 
to have found Ifim here. At thefe words, 
>lntonina fpmi?iQnçd up aU her fpirits ; 
Where is the generops ftrangf r, the virtuous 
youth, who ioterefts him^felf in oqr ^fflic* 

tions ? 
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tions ? Shew him in ; let me fee him*; Anto- 
nina uttered thefc words with a quick vehe- 
mence of joy. — Our miferies are ended now, 
exclaimed Eudoxa, throwing herfelf upon 
her mother's bed, and folding her in her 
arms ; my father lives, he is at liberty, and 
we (hall fee him once more ; let us, my 
deareft modier, forget our woes, Heaven 
has not deferted us.; we all Ihall nneet 



agam. 



^ And do you then recal me back to life, 
feid Antonina to Tiberius ! has my hul^ 
band triumphed over his enemies at laft ? 
Tiberius, inwardly afflifted that he had on- 
ly a mockery of joy to offer them, calmly 
anfwered, that Belifarius was indeed alive ; 
that he had feen him, had converfed with 
him, and that, imagining he had before now 
Reached his home, he came to tender him 
the little offices of friendfhip and good 
iieighbourhood. 

Eudoxa, whofe eyes were riveted to Ti- 
berius, plainly faw the fymptoms of infclt 
grief through the druggies of the youth to 
fupprefs them. You bring with you, faid 
flie, the words of joy and comfort to the af- 
flifted, and yet, amidft the gladfome ti^ 
dings, I mark an air of dejeâionthatfpealcs 
fome concealed afflift'ion I Does our mifery 
deprefs you then ? Give me back my fa- 
ther ; let him return, and bring health with 
bim to my unhappy mother, then you Ihall 

fee 
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ice whether riches are neceflary to tnake us 
happy. 

In tender and pathetic fcenes like thefe» 
the force of nature is fo infmuating, that 
£udoxa bad no need of other charms than 
-the fentiments Ihe tittered to nielt and en* 
gage the heart of 1 iberius» To the grace of 
l>er perfon he was inattentive ; he only faw 
an afieâionate and virtuous daughter, whom 
a becoming firmnefs of mind, pious refigna- 
tion, and duty to a father rendered fupcrior 
xo calamity. Imagine not, faid he, that 
the fentiments of humanity which I have 
ventured to exprefe, have any tinfture of 
pride or infulting pity. Whatever be the 
condition to which Belifarius and his family 
arc reduced, their misfortunes will ever be 
illuftrious, and the objedt of envy ftilK 
Why do you talk of misfortune, replied the 
mother ? if they have reilored my hufband 
to his liberty, they are convinced of his in- 
nocence-, he. muft therefore be eftablilhcd 
in his former pofleflions. 

Madam, faid Tiberius, it would be to 
Jceep you in a 'cruel fufpence, merely to 
wound yon deeper at laft, if I were to che- 
ri(h any foothing hopes in refpcft to his 
condition. To his popularity alone he is 
indebted for his freedom ; the court has 
yielded to the dread of an infurreélion : 
but in complying with the demands of the 

people, 
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people, they have fcnt him forth as wretched 
as they could make him. 

No matter, fays £udoxa, with her amia- 
ble fenfibility of heart ; if they do but 
leave us a little land to cultivate, we (hall 
not be lefs happy than the lioneft country- 
folks whom I fee abroad in the fields. — 
Gracious Heaven ! exclaimed Tiberius, the 
daughter of Belifarius humbled to this low 
fituation ! — This low fituation ! replied 
Eudoxa -, it was not unworthy of the heroes 
of Rome, when Rome was free and virtu- 
ous. Belifarius will not blu(h to be ano- 
ther Regulus J my mother and 1 have 
learned in exile domeftic cares and the arts 
çf œconomy : my honoured father Ihall 
wear a coat Jpufl by his daughter's hand. 

Tears guflied down the cheek of Tibe- 
rius, as he marked the pure heartfelt joy 
that warmed and animated the whole frame 
of the lovely Eudoxa. Alas 1 faid he with- 
in himfelf, what a piteous ftroke will pre- 
fently awaken her £r*om obis itlufion, 1 With 
eyes bene downward to the ground, he 
ftood before her, immoveable in forrow and 
filenee. 
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CHAP. VI. 

BEtiSARius v^as now entering the court* 
yard of the caftle. Honcft Anfelmo 
faw him : advancing nearer he recoUefted his 
mailer, and tranfported with joy preflcd ea- 
gerly forward to Ihew him in. But fooa 
perceiving that he was blind. Oh Heaven, 
faid Anfelmo, Oh, my maftcr ! have I lived 
to this ? Thefe words, broken and inter- 
mixed with frequent fobbings, gave Belifa- 
rius to underftand that it was his old faith- 
ful fervant Anfelmo. The poor fellow pro- 
ftrated himfelf at the hero's feet, and em- 
braced his knees. Belifarius raifed him 
from the ground *, and having afluaged his 
grief by exhortations, bid him lead the way 
to his wife and daughter. 

At the light £udoxa gave a fcream and 
fwooned away. Antonina, who was ill of a 
flow confuming fever, was feized with the 
moil frantic violence : with all the force of 
fudden fury ftie ftarted from her bed, and 
breaking from the hold of Tiberius and 
the woman that nurfed her, made an effort 
to da(h herfelf againft the floor. Eudoxa 
returning to her fenfes, and animated by the 
fhrieks of her mother, flew to her afliftance, 
and catching her in her arms, implored her 
to forbear out of compalTion to her daugh- 
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ter. Oh, let me, let me die, replied the 
diftrafted mother-, if I muft live, I will 
live to revenge his wrongs, and to tear piece- 
meal the hearts of his barbarous enemies. 
The monfters of iniquity ! is that his re- 
compence ? But for him they would all long 
ago have been buried in the ruins of their 
palaces : he has prolonged their tyranny, 
that is his crime ! for that he fufFcrs ; for 
that he has made atonement to the people. 
Barbarity unheard of ! detefted treachery ! 
the pillar of the ftate ! their deliverer ! Exe- 
crable court ! a fet of blood-hounds met 
in council ! Juft heaven, are thefe your 
ways ? Behold ! innocence is opprefled, and 
you look tamely on ! Behold ! the faâors 
of deftruftion triumph in their guilt ! 

Amidft this agony of grief, fhe fcattered 
her hair about the room in fragments, and 
with her own hands defaced her features : 
now with open arms flie ruflied upon her 
lord, and clafping him to her heart, poured 
forth her tears, as if Ihe would drown him 
with her forrows ; then abruptly turning to 
her daughter. Die, thou wretch ! (he faid, 
cfcape from a bad world ! here is nought 
but mifery for virtue, and triumph for vice 
and infamy. 

To this violence a mortal languor fuc- 
ceeded. The ftorm of paffions gave a fit of 
momentary ftrcngth, the more effectually to 

deftroy. 
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deftroy. In a few hours after (he breathed 
her laft. 

And now, Tiberius, what a fccne had you 
before your eyes ? A blind old man, his 
wife lying dead, a daughter in the laft ex- 
tremity of anguifti ; tears, (hricks, and la- 
mentations all around ! This was the fitua- 
tion, the fad cataftrophe in which fortune 
exhibited a family, which for thirty years 
had flourilhed in every fplendor and digni- 
ty of life. The words of a renowned phi- 
lofopher here occurred to Tiberius : Be- 
hold, fays he, a fpeftacle which Heaven fur- 
veys with pleafure 5 a great man wreftling 
with adverfity, and by his courage invinci- 
ble to the laft ! 

Belifarius did not endeavour to controul 
either his own grief or that of his daughter 5 
he permitted a free vent to both -, but as 
foon as he had paid to nature the tribute of 
a feeling heart, he reaffumed his ftrength, 
and emerged from his affligions with true 
fortitude of mind. 

Though the anguifli of Eudoxa was not 
abated, yet, left (he (hould renew her father's 
troubles, fhe endeavoured to fupprefs her 
forrows ; but ftill the old general, as he 
embraced her, found himfelf moiftened 
with her tears. You affliét yourfclf, my 
child, you afflict yourfelf on account of ac- 
cidents which, inftead of deprefling us, 
ought to invigorate our fouls, and raife 
us above misfortune and difgrace. Your 
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mother, after having atoned lor the errors 
of her former life, is fafe in eternal peace. 
She now looks down with pity upon us, 
and commiferates the lot that detains us 
in this bad world. That cold, inani ma- 
ted corpfe which lies there devoid of 
motion, is an emblem of the tranquility 
her foul enjoys. Thus then you behold 
how vain and tranfitory are all the calami* 
ties of life i a breath of wind comes, and all 
is vanifhed. The empire and the fplendor 
of its court have faded away from, the eyes 
of your mother ; and now in the bolbm of 
lier God, (he beholds this world as a little 
Ipeck in the immenfity of fpace. Thcfe are 
refledions founded on wifdom ; thefc are 
reflexions that adminifter to the virtuous 
mind all its confolation, and its bcft fupi- 
port in the hour of adverfity. — Oh ! give 
me that fupport, affift my feeble fex encom- 
pafled thus with v/retchedncfs and mifery. 
Î could have borne up againft any misfor- 
tune that could befal me ; but to behold a. 
mother broken-hearted, a tender parent 
whom my heart adored, expiring witttin my 
arms ! and thus to fee you too, thou beft a£ 
fathers, in this deplorable condition, to 
which your enemies have reduced you ! — - 
Alas ! my daughter, replied Belifarius, in 
defpoiling me of my eyes, they did no more 
than the infirmities of age or death wouLd 
fliortly have done -, and as to what refpeârs 
my fortune, you little knew the ufe of afflu- 
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cncc, if you do not know how to difregard 
It. Oh ! witncft for me heaven, faid Eu- 
doxa, it is not the lofs of fortune that can 
^ive mc a moment's pain. Then let nothing 
diftrefs your fpirit, replied the venerable fa- 
ther ; and wiih his hand he wiped the fall- 
ing tear from her cheek. 

Belifarius bieing informed that a young 
ft ranger deiired to fpeak with him, gave 
hkn admittance, and a(ked the intention of 
his vifu. It is not now a time, anfwered 
Tiberius, to ofitr coniblation to you : thou 
illuftrious unfortunate, I refpefl your ibr- 
rows ; I take a (hare in your affligions, and 
tt is my earned prayer to Heaven that I may 
hereafter be enabled to aOuage them ( till 
then all I can do is to mix my tears with 
yours« 

It was now time (o perform the funeral 
obfec]uies: Beliiarius, fupported and guided 
by hi$ daughter, attended the remains of his 
wife to their laft depofitory. His grief up« 
on the occafion was that of a philofopher ; 
it was deep, but filent ; inwardly felt, but 
outwardly compofed : his face was clouded 
with melancholy, but a grave and fentimen- 
tal melancholy. With a mien ere<St, and a 
fteady countenance, he did not fo much feem 
to brave his fortune, as to reâgn himfelf to 
its ftroke with a dignity of forrow. 

Tiberius affifted at the mournful cere- 
mony i he beheld the fond regret of Eu- 
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DOXA, and he returned deeply aSTefled by 
the laft duties which (he paid to the memo- 
ry of her mother. 

Belifarius addreflêd himfelf to him in 
thefe words : 1 perceive, generous youth, 
-that it is to your humanity I am indebted 
for recommendations on my road hither ; 
inftruA me who you are, and to what mo- 
tive I am to attribute your good offices. 
My name is Tiberius, replied the youth; I 
carried arms under Narfes in Italy, and I 
have fince ferved in the wars of Colchis. 
I was one of the hunting-party to whom you 
applied for Ihelter, and whofe indifcretion 
you fo properly checked -, I have ever fince 
leverely cenfurcd myfclf for not making 
my apology, and requeflins.a farther favour 
of you. I am placed in a ftate of affluence : 
that may be a misfortune ; but if you will 
concur with me, good may be deduced from 
evil. Near this place I have a country- 
feat, and it is the height of my ambition to 
confecrate it to the ufe of an exiled hero. 
It will be prefuming upon a flender title to 
tell you of the rcfpeft and veneration I en- 
tertain for your charaéler : he who loves his 
country muft by a natural confequcnce feel 
the difgrace of Belifarius, and wi(h to fofcen 
his calamities ; but perhaps I can "urgt a 
claim that will touch you nearer, and in 
* Ibme degree foUicit ifor me. You will not 
wholly defpifc the ambition of a young 

man 
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man who pants to be admitted to the inti- 
macy of an illuftrious hero, that in his con- 
vcrfe he may drink, as it were, at the foun- 
tain-head of wifdom,of honour and of virtue. 

You pay a compliment to my old age, 
replied Belifarius ; but, however, the inte- 
reft you fcem tg take in my misfortunes be- 
fpeaks a well-turned fpirit, and an elegance 
of mind. At prefcnt you muft excufe me 5 
retirement and felf-converfc are what I muft 
now have recourfc to : the agitation of my 
fpirits muft be compofed by filent medita- 
tion. Hereafter I mall fo far accept your 
propofal, as to wifh to live in good neigh- 
bourhood with you, and to maintain a friend- 
ly intcrcourfe. I have a regard for youth ; 
in that happy feafon of life, the foul, as yet 
unhackneyed in the ways of men, is fufcep- 
tible of every fine impredion ; the fublime 
and the beautiful of virtue inflame it with 
a laudable enthufiafm ; and worldly paf- 
fions have not yet entangled it in their 
fnares. Your vifits will ever be acceptable ; 
call upon me often ; I ihall be glad to con- 
verfe with you. 

If I am worthy of that honourable com- 
merce, replied Tiberius, why may I not 
poflfefs you wholly ? My anceftors will ap- 
plaud the ufe I make of the patrimony they 
tranfmitted to me, when it is rendered fa- 
cred by the retreat of Belifarius. Honour, 
refpeft, and reverence, will then be yours, 
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and my whole houfhold train will learn to 
emulate my example in treating you with 
every mark of veneration. 

I read, young man, the charaûers of vir^ 
tue in all your words, returned Bellfarius ; 
but let us do nothing raihly. Give me to 
underftand, for it is now ten years fince I 
have been fequcftered from the world, what 
is your father's ftation ? and what are his 
defigns in regard to your future fettkmcnt 
in life ? — We are defcendcd, replied Tibe- 
rius, from one of thofe families which Con- 
^TANTiNE tranfplanted from Rome, and ho- 
noured with his higheft favours. In the 
reign of the emperor Justin my father ac- 
quired no faiall fhare of military glory. He 
was efteemed and cheriihed by his fbvereigfl. 
In the fucceeding reign undue preferences 
were given to others ; at leait he thought &, 
nod m retired in diicontent. Of that dif« 
content he has fince repented, and now for 
his fon he forms fcbemes of ambition, which 
he neglefted for bimfelf. — You have open- 
ed enough to me, faid Beiifarius, and I will 
not be an obftacle to your advancement 
You have convinced roc that the difpofi- 
tions of your heart are good : the pleafure 
arifmg from a generous way of thinking 
- feems at once to be your motive and your 
recompence : and indeed that pleafure is 
the fweeteft the mind can feel^ But I fore- 
fee a danger of which you are not aware : 

by 
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by viGting me, you will involve yourfelf ia 
the ruin of â man profcribed. For let me 
tell you, my worthy young friend, that a 
court, whether right or wrong in its mea- 
fures, never properly reviews its own deeds ; 
it never reforms its conduft. Does it pu- 
nifli a real criminal ? He will foon be for- 
gotten. But has it injured the man of 
blamelefs integrity ? He will be perfecutcd 
with unrelenting hatred j for the very men- 
tion of his nameis a fatire on the times, and 
his cxiftence is to the confcience of his ene- 
mies an unccafing remembrancer of guilt. 

I take upon me all the rifk, fays Tibe- 
rius i I will be rcfponfible for my conduft. 
The emperor may have erred, but he is ever 
open to conviftion. 

If you mean that he will be open to con- 
viftion in regard to me, fays Belifarius, you 
muft not lofe a thought that way. Thé 
meafure of my woes is full ; the mifchief is 
done ; and may the emperor, for the peace of 
his future days, forget it all. 

Since you have gone fo far, replitd Ti- 
berius, let me infift upon a farther aft of 
generofity, to crown the whole. Preferve 
Juftinian from the eternal reproach of let- 
ting you languifli away the remainder of 
your days in mifery. The humiliating con- 
dition in which I find you is (hocking to 
humanity, a dilhonour to the crown, the 
horror of every honell mind, and the ut- 
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ter difcouragement of all virtue like your 
own. 

The virtue, replied Bclifarius, that will 
be difcouraged by my misfortunes, is not 
like my own. But to deal frankly, I think 
it po/Tiblc, as you feem to do, that my 
wretched condition may awaken the min- 
gled paQions of pity and indignation. A 
poor blind old man can give no umbrage, 
and may excite compaffion. For that rca- 
fon, I ' am determined to live in obfcurity. 
If I made myfelf known tp your friends, it 
was in an unguarded moment, when I was 
provoked by the intemperance of the com- 
pany beyond the bounds of patience. It 
ihall be the lad indifcretion of my life, and 
this afylum fhall be my grave. Farewcl ! 
The emperor may perhaps be ignorant that 
the Bulgarians have entered Thrace 5 be 
fure to inform him of it. 

Tiberius withdrew not a little difconcert- 
cd at the event of his negotiation. The 
fum of all that pafled he reported to Jufti- 
nian. A body of troops was immediately 
put in motion ; and in a few days the 
public tranquility was confirmed by the 
expulfion of the Bulgarians. Now then, 
faid the emperor to Tiberius, we arc at lei- 
fure to vifit the unfortunate general. I will 
pafs myfelf for your father, and be upon 
your guard that nothing fall from you to 
undeceive him. Juftinian had a lodge 
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about half way to the afylum of Bclifarius. 
Thither he betook himfcif, detached from 
his train of courtiers, and the next day pro- 
ceeded on his vifit to the unfortunate hero. 



CHAP. VIL 

AND is this the hero's refidence? Is 
this the habitation of him, who fo 
oftefl brought me viftory and triumph ! 
Thefe were the words of Juftinian, as he 
pafled under an old portico mouldering in- 
to ruin. As foon as they entered, Bclifa- 
rius rofe to receive them. At the fight of 
the venerable man, the emperor felt a pang 
of remorfe and (hame for the condition to 
which he had reduced him. An exclama- 
tion of grief broke from him, and leaning 
on Tiberius, he covered his eyes with his 
hands, as if unworthy to behold the light 
which the hero faw no more. What mean 
thofc tones of grief, fays Bclifarius ? — I have 
brought my father to fee you, replied Ti- 
berius, afid he is fenfibly touched by your 
misfortunes. — Where is he P'faid the gene- 
ral, ftretching forth his hands. Let him 
come to my embrace ; for he has a virtu- 
ous fon. Juftinian was obliged to comply 
with the requefl, and as foon as he felt the 
old man preffing to his bofom, his emotions 
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were fo ftrong and tender, that he was un- 
able to fupprefs bis tears and groans. Re- 
ftrain this violence of pity, faid Bclifarius ; 
perhaps I am not altogether fo wretched as 
you imagine. Let us difcourfe a little about 
what concerns yourfelf, and this young man, 
who will be a comfort to you in your old 
age. Yes, replied the emperor, in Ihort 
and interrupted accents, yes — if you will 
condefcend — to let him attend your leftures 
upon human life. — Alas 1 what can I offer, 
faid Belifarius, that a wife and good father 
has not already anticipated ?— You may in- 
ftf uft him, faid the emperor, in what I per- 
haps know little of, the ways of courts, 
where he muft pafs his'days. For a long 
time I have had fo little commerce with 
men, that the world is as new to mt as it W 
to him. But ypu, .who have feen things in 
all their various ^fpeâs, may render him in- 
eftimable ferviçe ; and therefore I entreat 
you to unbofom yourfelf to him. — If he 
wants to give {lability to fortune, faid Beli- 
farius, I am unfit to read a lefibn on that 
. head, as you perceive. Would he learn to 
be an honed man at the hazard of all that is 
dear tp him ? There I can be of fonje ufe. 
He is born with bright advantages, and that 
is a primary requifite. — Very true, faid Juf- 
tinian, he is defcended from a race of noble 
anceftors.-^^That was not my naeaning^ 
^ but howeverji that is an advantage^ if not 
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perverted to a wrong ufc. Have you ever, 
young man, continued Belifarius, reâeâed 
upon the true idea of nobility ? It is a let- 
ter of credit given you by your country up- 
on the fecurity of your anceftors, in the con* 
fidence, that, at a proper period of life, you 
will acquit yourfelf with honour to thofe 
who {land engaged for you.-*~But that cre- 
dit, fays the emperor, is often rafhly given. 
— No matter, refumed Belifarius ; it is not- 
withftanding an inftitution of ufeful policy. 
1 imagine to myfelf, when a child or noble 
defcent comes into the world, naked, weak, 
indigent, and helplefs, like the offspring of 
a common peafant, I then imagine to my- 
felf his country greeting him in this manner : 
" Welcome, my child ! Welcome to my 
'* arms J you ^will hereafter be devoted to 
" my fervice, intrepid, gallant, generous, 
** and heroic as your famed forefathers. 
*' They have tranfmitted to you their own 
** brilliant example ; I confer upon you 
*» their titles and their honours, ftrong rea- 
^Vfons both to rouijb you to an emulation 
" of their virtues." This is the folemn 
fcene I figure to myfelf: can you fuggcft 
any thing to your fancy more awful and 
fublime ? — But this is rather carrying it too 
far, faid Juftinian.— -Not a Jot, replied Be^ 
lifarius ; in the education of young minds, 
we muft propofe nobly to them. LiCt me 
add, there is frugality in dealing out pomj> 
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and honours with a liberal hand. For fup- 
pofe, upon a fair eftimate, that thefe incen- 
tives produce only two or three great men 
in a century : and what then ? The ftate 
has nothing to complain of; nay it has am- 
ple compenfation. You, young man, muft 
be one of thofe who are to make this com- 
penfation to your country. Here addreffing 
himfelf to the emperor. You have allowed 
me, fays he, to fpeak in the ftile of a father 
to him ? — Do it, I conjure you, replied Juf- 
tinian. — Well then, my fon, you muft be- 
gin with a perfuafion that nobility is a flame, 
which blazes intenfely as long as it can 
communicate itfelf, but dies away as foon as 
it wants the proper materials to keep it 
alive and to fupport it. Be mindful there- 
fore, young man, of your birth, for it im- 
pofes duties on you ; be mindful of your 
anceftors, for the example they have left 
you calls for your utmoft ardor : remem- 
ber, that the glory from them devolved up- 
on you, is not an inheritance, upon which 
you are lazily to fubfift ; and above all 
things, eradicate from your heart that fu- 
percilious pride, which looks big with the 
confcioufnefs of a family name, and beholds 
with the timorous eye of fcorn and jealoufy 
every preference obtained by horieft merit. 
Ambition has in its nature a fpurious fort of 
nobility ; and therefore, by a kind of conge- 
nial influence, readily infinuates itfclf into 
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the minds of perfons well defcended ; but 
this paffion, when carried to exccfs, is tinged 
with meahnefs, like any other motive of the 
heart. It fwells with its own importjince, 
becaufe it afFefbs an air fuperior to all the 
duties of an honcft man. Would you mark 
its operations, and know its charafber di« 
ftinftly ? Obferve the bird of prey, how it 
hovers over the field in a morning, and 
amidft a thoufand animals marks out its de- 
ftiaed prey : even in the fame manner am- 
bition wakens to its early fchemes, and plans 
the future dcftrudtion of fomc fplendid vir- 
tue. Alas ! my friend, an attachment to 
felf, which is indeed a natural propenfity of 
the heart, becomes enormous in a public 
character, whenever it fixes into a ruling 
paflion. I have known men in my time, 
who would not hefitate to rifk the fafety of 
an whole army, or the well-being of the 
ftate, in order to gratify the felfifli views of 
inordinate ambition. Stung with envy at 
the fuccefs of others whom they have not 
merit to emulate, they are for ever alarmed 
with the apprehenfion of lofing the honour 
of fome brilliant aftion : and were they not 
rcftrained by fear, they would make every 
enterprize mifcarry, in which they have-^not 
the command : even the public good is 
a calamity to them,'unlef5afcribed to their 
own abilities. This fet of men, whether in 
the cabinet or the field, is the moft per- 
nicious 
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nicious race. The man of true honour feels 
within himfelf the beft intimations of his 
^ duty, and he looks for no external motive. 
His God and his confcience are the witneflTes 
of his aâions,^ and to them only he makes 
his appeal. A generous opennefs of heart, 
a calm deliberate courage, and a prompt 
zeal for the public fervice, are at once the 
conftituents of true greatnefs, and the beft 
evidences of it. Pride, vanity, and envy, are 
the marks of a little and a narrow fpirit. 
It is not enough that you make no preten- 
fton to the praife which you have not me- 
rited : you muft even poflcfs the noble 
fclf-dcnial, that can renounce the fame you 
have fairly earned. It muft e.ver be remem- 
bered, that the fovereign is liable to error, 
for he is no more than man : and the mind 
ought to be forearmed with the confidera- 
tion, that your country, and the age you 
live in, may form wrong judgments of you, 
nay that thofe judgments may not be re- 
verfed by the equity of after-times. In 
that cafe, you muft confult your own heart, 
and in the manly fclf-conference enquire, 
** Were I reduced to the low condition of 
*' Bdifarius, would my innocence fupport 
*' me ? Would the confcioufnefs of having 
«* difcharged my duty make even aiSiiâion 
** fmilc ?" If you feel within yourfelfany 
indccifkin refpefting this matter, live your 

days 
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days in obfcurity : you have not the mate- 
rials of a public charafter. 

Alas ! laid Jullinian, with a deep figh» 
what you exadt is above the powers of man ; 
and you are yourfelf a terrible exaiDple.— 
My example may at Brfl: appear terrible, re- 
plied Belifariusi but upon a clofer view that 
impreflion will wear away. Let us fuppofe, 
for inftance, that the chance of war, a fit of 
illnefs, or a decay of nature, had deprived 
me of my fight ; it would then have been 
among the common accidents of life, with 
nothing remarkable or pathetic annexed to 
it. And are not the vices of human nature 
among the incidents of life ? Are they not 
in the ordinary courlb of things, as much 
as the plague that laid wafte the empire ? 
Does It flgnify by what inilrument we fall ? 
The wrath of a fovereign, the arrow of an 
enemy, or a grain of fand, they can all dif* 
patch us, and no matter which *. When 
we enter upon the ftage of life, we muft be 
prepared for the changes of the fccne. You, 
fir, who have fent forth your fon to a courfe 
of military toil in the fcrvice of his coun- 
try ; have you no prefentiment, no forecaft 
to fuggeft to you the variety of perils he 
has to cope with ? Add to that account, 

the 

• Danocriium pidicuU ; Socrntem ûliui ptâiculorum 
g^enus^ hifedes iniermtruiit, S^uorfum hoc f Itgrejfus es 
^itam : na^vigajli : <vt£ius es ; dtjhde, M. Antoninus,. 
l>eje ifjo^ lib. iii. 
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the machinationsr of envy, the fn'ares of 
treachery, the malice of diffimulation, and 
the clandeftine ftabs of calumny ; and if 
your fon lives to my age without being 
ruined by them, you will allow that he had 
peculiar good fortune. Every thing in this 
life has its counter- balance. You fee me 
now fuperannuated, blind, and indigent; 
the tenant of anold caftle in ruins: hue 
look back to a fpace of thirty years, adorn- 
ed with happinefs, and bright with viftory 
and triumphs : review that period, and you 
will wifli your fon the lot of Belifarius. 
Come, rtiy worthy neighbour ; we muft 
fummon up a little refolution : you feel the 
folicitude of a father ; but your fon, 1 ftill 
flatter myfelf, does me the honour to envy 
tne, even now. — Moft afluredly I do, ex- 
claimed Tiberius. — But he feels a virtuous 
envy, faid the emperor, interrupting him ; 
and the objeét of it is not the feries of your 
viftories, but that unfhaken courage which 

(lands at bay with fortune to the laft. 

Courage is indifpenfible, replied Belifarius-, 
but not merely that courage which can look 
death in the face : that is the bravery of 
every common foldier. The courage of a 
general is an elevation of mind fuperior to 
all human contingencies. Who, think you, 
in my eftimation, is the man of true cou- 
rage ? He who, at the utmoft hazard, nay 
at the expence of his glory, continues ob- 

ftinate 
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ftinate în the difchargc of his duty. Such 
was Fabius, that Roman worthy, wife, tem- 
perate, and firm ; who could hear the 
cenfures of mankind for his dejay, yet 
hold the even tenor of his conduft free 
from the irrefolution of the vain, inconfift- 
ent Pompey, who chofe to hazard the fate 
of Rome and the univerfe, rather than groan 
wnder the intolerable pleafantry of a joke. 
I will juft mention a paflage in my own life. 
In one of my firft campaigns againft the Per* 
lians, the rafti advice of certain turbulent 
fpirits in my camp prevailed upon me to 
give battle, much againft my own inclination^ 
I loft the day. For that mifconduft I fhall 
ever ftand felf-condemned. Who lets the 
caprice of opinion be the rule of his aftions, 
will waver in uncertainty, without preci- 
fion or dependence on himfelf. Let me aflc. 
What would be the confequence, if, before 
we decide with ourfelves to be juft and upr 
right, we ftiould refolve to wait for a dif- 
paflionate age of the world, and an infal- 
lible prince ? We muft end therefore in 
this conclufion ; Keep right onward with 
firmnefs and intrepidity. Perhaps, when 
you reach the goal, Ingratitude andCalum- 
ny will be there untired ; but Glory will al- 
fo be there ; and if not, Virtue may dif- 
penfe with it : fhe will never fail you. Even 
in the vileft ftate of mifery and oppreflion, 
Ihe will be a faithful follower 5 and, oh! 

my 
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my good friend, if you but knew how much 
a fingle fmile of Virtue outweighs all the 
fickle careffes of Fortune !— • 

Your every word penetrates my foul, faid 
Juftinian, in a tender tone of voice, and 
much embarr«ifled. How ineftimably hap- 
py is my fon to imbibe thefe fentiments at 
this period of life ! It is in this fchool that 
fovereigns ought to ftudy ! — ^Let us fay no- 
thing of fovereigns, replied Beli&rius ; they 
are more to be pitied than we are, — Yesi 
faid Juftinlan, fituated as they are, with not 
a friend, at lead without any of ability and 
courage enough to guide their fteps, their 
cafe is lanientable indeed. My fon is deftin* 
ed by his birth to liv€ in courts : it may 
one day be his Jot, in the councils of fais 
prince, or perhaps in a more intimate con* 
neâion, to avail himfelf of thefe your lec- 
tures for the benefit of mankind* Do not 
difdain to open and enlarge his underftand* 
ing ; proceed to fill his young conceptions 
with fublime ideas of the true art of go- 
verning; inftrud him, as you think the 
friend of a fovereign ought to be. Jufti- 
nian is now near his grave ; but his more 
happy fucceflbr may have the pupil of Bc- 
lifarius for his friend. — Alas ! (aid the hero, 
would it were in my power once more, be- 
fore I die, to be of fervice to my country! 
But the obfervations my experience has 
made will be thought the reveries of a vi- 

fionary 
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fionary old man. And indeed in theory 
fyftems are cafiiy fettled ; difficulties rife 
and difappear. The projeélor is mafter of 
his combinations, and be arranges them at 
bis cafe. He adapts ewry thing with fa- 
cility to all emergencies and the wifhes of 
mankind : he fancies himfelf free from the 
influence of paffion, an unerring philofo- 
oher, exempt from frailties, always en- 
ightened, moderate and wife. A fweet il- 
lu(ion this, and not likely to lad long, but 
that the theorift foon extricates himfelf out 
of embarralTmems, and has the reins of go- 
vernment in his own hands. — But this illu- 
iion has its ufe, faid the young man ; for 
even the chimerical idea of the beft poflible 
fyftcro may be the model of a good, though 
imperfeâ:, inftitution. — I wifh it may, re- 
plied Belifarius ; but I am not fanguine 
enough to hope it. The very worft ar- 
rangements of civil policy, and the moft 
defeâive forms of government, have their 
admirers and their zealots, — I will venture 
to promife on my part, faid Juftinian, that 
your fpeculations will not be thrown away, 
if you will deign to communicate them to 
rhy Ion. — With all my heart, replied the 
hero J you deferve that I (hould be open and 
ingenuous with you. One condition I have 
to exaft, and that is, entire fecrecy during 
the prêtent reign, in regard to our con- 
fideatial talk. — And why that caution ? faid 

Juf- 
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Juftiniian. — Becaufe I am not willing, re- 
plied Belifarius, to grieve an aged em* 
peror's bread, and cloud the funfet of his 
days with a profpeft of evils which he has 
not power to difpel. Such was the firft in- 
terview between them. ' 

On his way back. What an indelible dif- 
grace, faid Juftinian, not to have known 
and diftinguiflied fuch a man ! It is thus, 
my beft Tiberius, it is in this manner we 
are deceived, and rendered tyrants againft 
the inclination of our hearts. 

The emperor was haunted all night by 
the image of Belifarius. The next day he 
faw him before his eyes in every apartment 
of the palace. In the evening, about the 
fame hour, he fet out to enjoy the melan- 
choly pleafure of a fécond meeting. 



/ ' 



CHAP. VIII. 

BElisarius was walking a little way on 
the road with his guide. At fight of 
him, Juftinian alighted from his carriage, 
and familiarly began. You find us deep in 
meditation, reprefenting to ourfelves the in- 
juftice of the fenterice which wicked men ex- 
torted from an aged emperor. My fon and 
I were engaged in a ferious train of reflec- 
tions upon the wjetched ftate of fovereigns, 

and 



B E L*I SA RI US. 71 

and the dangers that furround them. I 
could not help thinking it a wonderful 
event in the hiftory of human affairs, that 
a whole people, confifting of, free-born 
men and equal all by nature, Ihould with 
one joint affent refign their rights into the 
hands of a (ingle perfon, a weak individual, 
a feeble mortal like themfclvcs, fubjcâ to 
the fame infirmities, open to impofition, li- 
able to felf-delufion, and prone to errors, 
which in a moment may prove deftrudivc 
to millions ! — And do you imagine, fays 
Belifarius, that in a fenate, or an aflembly 

• of the people there is more fafcty, greater 
wifdom, or a fteadier adminiftration of juf- 
tice ? Was it under a monarchy that Ca- 
millus, Themiftoclcs, and Ariftides, were 
profcribed ? To multiply the members of 
government is to multiply its vices, for 

• every individual mingles his own. The nx)ft 
Ample form of government is the moft eli- 
gible 5 and whether dates were founded* 
upon conqueft or original compact ; whe- 
ther mankind agreed to transfer their natu- 
ral rights to the civil magiftrate, or were by 
fuperior force fubdued into political fociety ; 
in either cafe it was reafonable, that the 
moft renowned for wifdom or for valour 
Ihould attradt the popular regard, and gain 
the general fuffrage in his tavour. I am 
not therefore furprifed that the magiftrate 
or the hero (hould be feledled for the go- 
vernment 
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vernment of the whole ; but that a finglc 
perfon could be found willing to accept fo 
painful a pre-cnîinence, is matter of afto- 
nifhment. — This part of the argument, faid 
Tiberius, is not fufficiently clear to my.ap- 
prchenfion. — To form a diftinft idea, repli- 
ed Belifarius, it will help you much, if you 
will figure to your fancy the firft formation 
of a ftate, and place yourfelf alternately in 
the different charaders of the people and 
the fovereign. 

Where is the rifk, the people may be fup- 
pofed to fay, what hazard do we, run in 
giving fupremacy to a king ? With the 
good of the whole we blend his happinefs; 
we make them but one thing-, the force of 
the community becomes the ftrength of the 
crown ; upon the general weal his glory h 
grafted ; and the regal charaéler is at once 
derived from the people and fupported by 
them. The general love of his fiibjeâîs 
will be his true felf love, and his beft inte- 
reft will be found in juftice, moderation, and 
bcineficence. This muft have been the po- 
licical creed of mankind. — But they did not 
take into their account, faid Juftinian, the 
paflions and the complication of motives 
that encompafs a prince. — Very true, re- 
plied Belifarius j they only thought of an 
infeparable union' of interefts between the 
fovereign and his people: that* there ever 
could be a feparation of thofc interefts, and 

that 
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that the two parts of the body-politic ftiould 
live in a ftate of mutual hoftility, did not 
tnter into their idea. Ufurpation appeared 
to them a kind of fuicide, that could only 
proceed from a total privation of rcafon : 
and ftiould the prince be feized with fo ex- 
travagant a phrenzy, they relied upon the 
ivifdom of the legiflature to controul the 
paflions of a man grown an enemy to him- 
fclf. They forcfaw indeed that many might 
find their intercft in mifchief and evil deeds; 
but they perfuaded themfdves that fuch a 
confederacy in vice would be a fmall mino- 
rity, againft which a great fuperiority of 
good and honeft men, with the prince at 
their head, would always preponderate. 
And indeed, till fatal experience opened the 
eyes of men, who could forefee that kings 
would ever fmk to fuch a degree of infa- 
tuation, as to divorce themfclvcs from their 
people, and combine, with the avowed ene- 
mies of all the rights of man ? A conduft 
like this is fuch an outrage to nature and to 
rcaibn, that it was neceiiary it ftiould adlu- 
ally happen, before the poflibility of it could 
be believed. It was not in the fimplitity of 
ancient manners to expeft fo Ihocking a re- 
volution. 

To confi(|er, on the other hand, the feel- 
ings of fovereigns in that early period of 
mankind, he, oh whom the fupreme aucho- 
rity devolved, muft be deemed the party 

E that 



74 BELISARIUS. 

that had mod reafon to be alarmed. For 
if the father of a family, v;ho has a charge 
of five or fix children to educate, and to 
cftablifli in the world, feels an inceflant 
anxiety that plants thorns upon his pillow, 
what muft be the cafe with the chief of a 
family which is counted by millions ? 

He mufl: have reafoned with himfelf in 
this manner : The compaâ: which I make 
with my people, binds me to live for their 
good only : the repofe of my life muft be 
devoted to their happinefs, Tengage my- 
felf by a folemn oath to regard the good of 
the community in every legiûative adt, and 
to fubmit my own will to the Ipirit of the 
laws. In proportion to the power commit- 
ted to me, my natural libertv is abridged. 
The more. my fubjefls confide in me, the 
ftronger are the obligations I am under. 
For the frailties of my nature, my errors, 
and my paffions, I render m y fclf account- 
able i I give my people a kind of jurifdidlion 
over .me; and, in Ihort, by confenting to 
reign, I abdicate myfclf. The private man 
is, as it were, annihilated, to make room 
for royalty to engrofs the foul. Can there 
be a more generous facrifice? an engagement 
of fo folemn a nature ? And yet thefc were 
the feiitiments of Antoninus, and Marcus 
Aurelius. I have nothing properly my own^ 
laid one of them. My very palace is not mine^ 

was 
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was the declaration of the other. The few 
of their (lamp thought the fame. 

In the appendages of fovereignty vulgar 
error marks only fome external circumftan- 
ces of parade, which ferve to awaken envy» 
fuch as palaces, the fplendor of a court, the 
homage that is paid, together with the pomp 
and magnificence which policy attached to 
the regal ftate, in order to give it fanftion 
arid authority. And yet amidft all. this 
brilliancy, the fovereign is no more than 
mere man, overwhelmed with fplendid 
cares, diftrafted with anxieties, a fclf-con- 
fuming votarift for the public good, and a 
viftim to his duty, if he be zealous to per- 
form it, an objcft of fcorn if he negleft it, 
and of (letcftation, (hould he betray it. Un- 
der perpetual reftraint, and fluftuating for 
ever betwixt good and evil, he finds him- 
fek" environed with enemies to his quier, 
with painful vigils, devouring cares, a te- 
dious apathy, that makes him weary of 
himfelf, and ends in a diftafte to every 
thing. Behold there the portrait of a king ! 
It is true, invention has exhaufted itfelf to, 
make his enjoyments- counterballance his 
cares -, bnr-bis cares are numberlefs, and his 
pleafures are confined within the fcanty cir- 
cle of his wants. The higheft luxury is not 
ingenious enough to give him oiie new or- 
gan of fenfation ; and while pleafures folr 
licit him on every fide, nature quite harraf- 

E 2 fed 
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fed down forbids enjoyment, and the palled 
appetite refufes all. Thus every thing 
dbout him is fuperfluity : his extenfive pa- 
lace is but a void immenfe, of which he oc- 
cupies a little comer i under crimfon curtains 
and gilded ceilings ^he feeks in vain that 
fweet repofe which dwells in the peafant*s 
cottage ; and at his table, the pleafure of 
the monarch cnds,^ when appetite craves no 
fiiore. 

I petxreive, faid Tiberius, that every 
tbing cannot be enjoyed, where evcTv thing 
abounds ; but is the pleafure of chudng no- 
thing in the account f 

Alas ! young man ! exclaimed Belifarius» 
iï\y worthy young man ! you are not ac- 
quainted with that incurable difeàfe fatiety. 
It is the moft fatal languor of the mind. Arc 
you acquainted with the caufe of it ? The 

Î)Ower of enjoyirtg with facility makes us 
iftlefs, and difgufted at every thing. Ei- 
ther our defires have nbt time to revive, or 
they revive only to loath the affluence that 
invites too (boft. Art has wearied itfelf in 
itudying delicacies to provoke and quicken 
the languid appetite $ but the powers of 

Î Perception are decayed^ the inlets of plea- 
bre are obftruâed, the incentives to a<5bion 
are extinguiflied in the ibul, and delight it- 
felf has loft both its allurements and its gra- 
tifications; Woe to the man who can com- 
mand every thing With a wilh ! for as, on 

the 
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the one hand» the prcdomioaot idea of m to* 
tal privation faps all the vigour of the mind» 
by fixing a train of corroding reflcâioos ^ 
fo» on the other» a conftant habit of enjoy* 
ment gives infipidity to what were other* 
wife exquifite, and thus life loles its reliih. 

You will grant nie» however, interpofcd 
Tiberius, that there are refined and fenfible 
delights, in their nature proper for the gra* 
tification of a monarch, which are always 
fure to give rational enjoyment, without (he 
danger of difguftin^ by repetition* — As for 
inftance P fays Belilarius. — The love of glo- 
ry, for inftance, replied the young man.-— ^^ 
But what fort of glory ?-*Why of all the 
various cUfics of glory fenown in armsmufl: 
bold the fpreoioft place* -^Vf^ry weU ,i, tha( 
is youi: poûtion : and do you think the plea^ 
fure that fprings frooi conqueft has a ilnccre 
and lading charm in it î Alas I when miU 
lions are ftretched in mangled heaps upoa 
the field of battle, can the mind in that fi- 
tuation tafte of joy i I can make allowance 
for tbofe who have met danger in all its 
fhapes \ they may be permitted to congra* 
tvilate themfelves, that they have efcaped' 
with their lives ; but in the cafe of a king 
horn with fcnfibility of heUrt, the day thac 
fpills a deluge of human Uood, and bids the 
tears of natural affeâion flow in rivers round 
the land, that cannot be a day of true en- 
joyment, I have more than once traverfcd 
Q^er a field of battle : I would have been 
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glad to have feen a Nero in my place ; the 
tears of humanity muft have burft from him. 
I know there are princes who take the plea- 
fure of a campaign, as they do that of hunt- 
ing, and who fend forth their people to the 
fray, as they let flip their dogs : but the rage 
of conqueft is like the unrelenting temper 
of avarice, which torments itfelf, and is to 
the laft infatiable. A province has been in- 
vaded ; it has been fubdued ; it lies conti- 
guous to another not yet attempted * : de- 
fire begins to kindle ; invafion happens af- 
ter invafion ; ambition irritates itfelf to new 
projeds, till at length comes a reverfe of 
fortune, which exceeds in the mortification 
it brings, all the pride and joy of former 
viftortés. BuEt to give things every flat- 
.itering appearance, let us fuppofe a train of 
uninterrupted fuccefs : yet, even in that 
cafe, the conqueror pufhes forward, like 
another Alexander, to the limits of the 
world, and then, like him, remeafures back 
his co'urfe, fatigued with triumphs, a bur- 
then to himfelf and to mankind, at a lofs* 
wdhat to do with the immehfe trafts which, 
he has depopulated, and melancholy with 
the rcfleftion that an acre of his conquefts 
would fuffice to maintain, him, and a little 
pit-hole to hide his remains from the world. 
In my youth I faw the fepulchre of Cyrus : 

a ftone 



Q fi angului tfle 



Vro^imus acadat^ qui nunc dinovmat agtïïum ! HoR* 
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3 ttone bore this inlcription : / am Cyrus^ he- 
mho fubdued the Perjian empire. Friend^ who-- 
ever thou art^ or zvherever thy native country^ 
envy we not the f canty [pace that covers my clay- 
cold ajbes *. Alas ! faid I, turning afidc 
from the mournful epitaph, is it worth, 
while to be a conqueror ! 

Tiberius interrupted him with aftonifh- 
ment ; Can thcfe be the fentiments of Be^ 
Uferius ?— Yes, young man, thus thinks Be- 
lifarius : he is able to decide upon this fub- 
yç&. Of all the plagues which ihe pride 
of man has engendered, the rage of con- 
queft is the moll deftruftive, — I muft give 
up the point, fays Tiberius, but ftill there- 
is- a prerogative of enjoyment, a gratifica- 
tion worthy of kings» and that is the iu-^ 
preme delight of ferving mankind, a plea- 
sure fpringing from the happinefs of mil- 
lions. — Ay !, replied Belifarius, if a king 
could be fure of making a nation happy», 
his acccffion were an objcd of envy ; af- 
cending his throne he would rife to the* 
great pre-eminence of difpenfing publ c. 
good, and guiding the reins of government; 
for the welfare of mankind. This v;ould 
be a facred privilege I that a generous mind* 
fliould facri&ce the repofe of life to this. 
great ambition, would not be matter of allo- 
niftiment. Butaddrefs yourfelf to the au- 
guft old man who now reigns over you,^ 
and defire to be informed by him, vvhe-. 

E 4 thee 

• Yide Plutarch's life of Alexander» 
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ther to diicharge the duties of his fta- 
f ion is an eafy talk ?-^— That a prince has 
done his utmoft, replied Juftinian, to pro- 
Bfiote the welfare of his fubjeâs, to make 
their burthen light, and to deferve the love 
of his people, a nation may fomecimes be 
willing to believe. 

Tfaey ntay believe it, (aid Belifarius, and 
fome princes, even during their lives, have 
obtained that glorious fumage. le has been 
the rccompcnce of their upright govern* 
ment ; thtir fweeteft retribution. But with- 
out fome Angular event to give fincerity to 
public tellimonials, unleis fome great and 
trying conjunâure happen, when the fen- 
timents of the people may be fuj^ojed to 
bunt forth in the honeft effUfion of tbei# 
hearts, what prince can flatter himletf that 
the addreffes he receives are not fuborned ? 
How can he perfuade himfelf that he hears 
the real fenfc of the nation ? His courdcrs 
vouch for it ; but who is rcfponfible for 
rhem ? While the fong of revelry echoes 
through the pakce, how (hall he be aflured 
that in the remocer parts of his dominions» 
the dome of the vice-roy is not filled with 
the complaints of iajiKed men, and the cot- 
tage of the labourer with the groans of 
niifery ? The public feftivals are nothing 
but lcene$ afted before hinv, and the ap- 
plaufe he meets is too often preconcerted. 
He fees the vileft of mortals canonized for 

deities i 
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deities ; and though the vain tyranr, whofe 
days are fpene in one continued round of 
voluptuoufnefs» may imbibe the incenfc 
wfaicb aduhition offers ; yet the man of 
vinoc» who made his reigp a painful endear 
vour to do aU the good chat depended on 
him, dofes an honourable life in anguiih». 
and defcends to the tomb of his anceftors 
without ever being fure that he had one fin* 
cere friend. When I refieâ that Juftiniaa 
is in this iituation, and that he is hkely to 
carry with him to his grave a perfuaiion that 
Belifaritts waa a traitor, and never loved 
him, I own myfelf ibrely grieved : it is a . 
ihb to my very heart. 

No ! exclaimed the emperor with impe<*> 
suofity, (and then recolleûing himfelf fud* 
denly) No» faid he in a more deliberate 
accent, a prince is not always unhappy to 
fuch a degree, as not to know that in the. 
Gourfe of his reign he has been truly loved. 

Be it fo, replied Belifarius ;. he knows 
that he is loved ^ and yet even this fweet 
reâeâion is dafhed with; bitterneiis. Cer* 
tain it is,, the good of his people mull be 
dear to him in proportion as he thinks 
himfelf dear to them «^ and in confequence, 
whatever good he does, or whatever evil he 
wards off from them, the account appears to- 
him, in the general mafe of good and evil, fo 
inadequate to his wi&es, that at length in 
the evening of a k>ng and ilormy, life, he. 

E 5 feri^ 
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fcrioufly puts the quc&ion,Wbat good have I 
done ? Struggling with adverfities, and yet 
unable to fubdue them, what muft be his 
regret, when he fits down confcious of his 
feeble efforts, and itts himfelf a flave to the 
emergencies of the day, obliged to govern 
by expedients only ? Marcus Aurelius is 
the prince upon record who beft deferyed 
to fee the world happy under his admini- 
ftration *, and yet what a reign was his ? A 
fcenc of wild commotion, in which all the 
accumulated ills ef life fecmed to crowd 
themlelves together f. One would have 
thoyght it an ihfurreftion of all nature, 
a general confpiracy to baffle every effort of 
wifdom and of virtue. It is a melancholy 
taflc, that he who raifed a temple to Benefi- 
ience^ was doomed to fee^ the blackeft period 
of diftrefs and mifery. But not to go fo far 
back for examples, was ever a reign more 
diftingiiiflied for aftivity, for vigour, and 
apparent fuccefs, thaij this of Juftinian ? A 
feries of war and viftory in three quarters 
of the world for thirty years together ; the 
foffes of a century repaired in one reign ; 
the people of the North and of the Weft 

exter* 

* Iftê 'virlnSem ommumy cceUftifque ingenii extitif^ /»- 
rumnijque publicis quaji Defenjor objeâus eft, Aurel. 

t ^^ propê nihil ^ qup fummis angorihus alteri morfales 
foknty diet Jeu cogifari qtteat, quoiiitoKf ilia imj^ranie, ,^a^ 
*viiritt* Aurel. Viél. 



B E L rS A R I U s: 8i- 

exterminated beyond the Danube and the 
Alps ; tranquility oftablilhed through all the 
pro^^inces of A fia; kings overthrown, and- 
led in triumph ; the defolation of a plague, 
the wafte of invafions, and the ruin of earth- 
quakes effaced almoft from the memory of 
man by the reftoring hand of unwearied 
virtue •, places of defence and temples with- 
out number, the former built from the 
ground, and the latter decorated wicji every* 
fplendid ornament ! Thefe were the works 
of Juftinian*s reign ; imperial works ! how 
glorious ! how magnificent ! And yet whac 
a falling off ! Behold him now in the de- 
cline of old age ; what has he done ? Thar 
idâorious arm was never able to fix the em** 
pire upon a durable foundation ; at this very 
inftant it totters to its. ruin ; that is at la(t 
the clofe of all his labours, the fruit of fa. 
many triumphs. Let this, Tiberius, b^ a 
lefifon to you ; let it inftruâ: you to view 
with pity the fplendid mifery of kings, to 
rejudge their aétions with lenity, and in par^^ 
ticular to conceive no difaftcâion to a ve- 
nerable fovereign on account of the ilb 
which he has let fall,, or the good which he 
has omitted to do. 

You alarm me, faid Tiberius, with thefe 
reflexions ; my firft advice to any friend of 
mine upon a throne fliall be to abdicate it*. 
-—To abdicate it ! replied Bclifarius v that 
you. will not do j courage will never be the 

E 6. advifer; 
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advifer of deiertion. Were jma ever ia- 
duced by peril and fatigue to abaiadon the 
fword ? There is no difference in this vior 
of things» betvvcen a fword axKi feepter^ it 
is incumbent upon every man to crowd in- 
to his life all the duties he can. Eixlcavoar 
iK>t to conceal from your friend, that he 
mull inevitably be a viâim to thofe about 
him •» but make him fenfible at the fame^ 
time, that there is a pleafure as well as a 
pain in being thus facriiiced v ^tià that» ia 
order to infure his true recompehce» he nfiud: 
infiame his imagination with the enthufnifm 
of public virtue, and muft thence deduce 
the fweet reward of all lua generous kboors^. 
•—And where is this reward to be met with, 
interpoied Tiberius ? — It confifts, returned 
Belifariusy in our own inward confdoufiieis ; 
it rs purely ientimental, and ^rings out of 
the refieâion that we find within our brrafls, 
the aétive principles of httmanity^ ibcial af* 
fedlion, generous fympathy, thofe amiable 
qualities which confkitute the dignity of 
our nature, and merit the approbation of 
earth and Heaven. Can you imagine diat 
a king hasfuchxontraAed views, sa to rife 
in a morning to balance the account of 
what he may merit in the coorfe of the day ? 
His language to himfelf, I take it, muft br^ 

Awake r 

• 

• Homo qui hem/ectti tie plaufum qtuerat : Jed ad alh 
ud negotium tranfeat quemadmodum 'vitts^ ut rurjum /u$ 
Umpêu u^am froducat, Marc. Aotonin. lib. 3. 
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Awake !- artfe [ and with yota let juftice 
and bencvoleoce open their eyes on the 
worido Diveft yourftlf of Uctle felfifli 
paffioos, of yoor fchemes of private gratift* 
canon, and refign tvcn d»e repoie of your 
life* You do not ItTe for yourfelf alone y 
tbe foul of a whole people ftirs within you ;. 
your will ts the will of millions, and properly 
promulgated receives the fanétion of a taw. 
Let the law then be tbe rule of your go- 
vernment, and remember that on the hap^ 
pincfs of nunibers your own intereft is 
grafted *. Yo» are moved^ Tiberius ! youf 
hand trembks in mine ! , let me bid you reft 
affiared, that the very tears of virtue have 
inea^refllble delight. Virtue, it is true, 
cannot afcertain a conftanc good^ unmixed 
with evil ; but is there fuch a thing in hu* 
man life r^ And if there is, for whom is if 
tefervcd ? For the inaétive, the wicked, 
and unworthy ? The mifchief which a pa- 
triot prince cannot remove, draws tears 
from his humanity, but they are not the 
bitter tears of envy^ remorfe, and turpitude. 
They are the pleafing forrows of a Titus, 
who weeps that he has loft a day : They arc 
pure as the Iburce from which they fpring. 

You 

• Manff cum gravatim a/omno/urgis^ in promptu till 

jTl cogitare te àd humanum opus faciendum furgere. Non 

fentis juam mulia pojjis praftare^ dt qui bus nulla eft eX' 

• (ufatio natura ad ea non aptée ; et lamen adhucy prudent 

Jiienf^ue^ humifixus beeres i Marcus Antonin. lib. 5. 
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You may therefore aver to your friend, ahcî. 
pray aver it with energy,, as if fomc goA 
were breathing through you, that armed 
with virtue he will never know the pang of 
envying the fortunes of the vile and wick- 
ed. But this conftancy of mind, this true 
fupport of virtue, is not the fpontancous 
growth of the liuman breaft ;. the fpirit of 
a young prince mud be attempered to it ;. 
and how he is to be initiated, we will make 
the fubjeftof to-morrow's interview. 

He moulds me to his will, faid Tiberius^ 
ta Juftinian ; his power over my foul is ir- 
refiilible ; he fmks, inflames, and elevates at 
his own difcretion — He tears my very 
heart, replied the emperor ; then fetched a 
deep figh, 'and remained a confiderable time 
in penfive filence. To difpel the gloom his 
court tried all its gaieties, but every endca* 
vour was fruitlefs importunity. On the 
morrow, having fîgnièed hîs inclination to 
take a folitary walk,. he ftruclcinto a neight 
bouring wood ; Tiberius was there in waitr 
ing, and together they went to .their ap* 
apointment. The young man did not fail ta- 
revive the topic which had been promifed^ 
and Belifarius proceeded in the foUowing^ 
siapner. 
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CHAP. IX. 

IT has been made a qucftion, Whether 
it be poflîblc to love virtue for its own 
lake only ? So generous a principle, ic 
muft be acknowlegcd, is the fublin^e in- 
ftinâ: of certain chofen fpirits. I call it aa 
inftinft : for whenever it is the work of re- 
6e6tion, it degenerates into intcreft : nor 
can this propofition be underftood to dero- 
gate from human nature. I will ihew you,, 
that virtue, like friendlhip, refines itfclt' 
by degrees from the drofs of intcreft, and 
takes a more exalted nature : the operations 
of one will illuftrate the other. 
. It is to view5.of convenience,, ofpleafure^ 
and utility, that friendlhip owes its origin* 
The effeft in the procefs is. detached from 
the caufe : the motives fubfide, and the fen"» 
timent produced keeps pofleffion of the 
heart : a fecret charm infinuates itfelf, and 
by the force of habit mingles with our very 
love of exiftence. In this ftate of the mind, 
uneafy fenfations may take place inftead of 
promifed joys i but ftill, the heart which 
has tafted of friendfliip will, rather than re- 
nounce it, forego all the foothing comforts 
it expefted to enjoy. Friendlhip is a fymr 
pathy which commences in gaiety, and ex- 
ultation', and gatiiers ftrength in the hour 

of 
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of affliftion. The fame may be affirmed of 
virtue *. To engage our affcftions, it muft 
firft attradl by an appearance of the agree- 
able or the'ufcful : for before we are ena- 
moured of her, we love ourfclves : and till 
we know the real fwcets of virtue, we look 
for gratifications very different from what 
flic affords. When Regulus, in the fpring 
of life, beheld her for the firft time, flic 
ftruck him with the pomp of triumph and 
the fplendor of glory. Whether he aban- 
doned her afterwards, when fhe had nothing 
to give but fetters, the torture, and the fu- 
neral pile, need not now be mentioned. 

You muft th«^ore begin by founding 
the temper of the prince, and difcovertng 
the objefts that chiefly ftrike bis fancy. To 
be frtc, powerful, rich," obeyed by his fub- 
jtSts^ eftcemed through life, and happy iit: 
the profpeâ of future fsLtnc^ will perhaps 
be the prevailing dcfir es. Inform him there- 
fore, that from virtue alorre he can obtain, 
what he pants for, and you will not miflead 
liim. 

There is a fecret in the art of govemtng,. 
too often concealed from the pride of kings, 
in which every, wellrdiipofbd prince ought 

to. 

• ^/ fui J im nfiiâ hmana in^eaU pùtiùs jmjiiiiâ^ vf- 
ritatê^ timperantiâ^ fartitudine^ ad ejus amplextm wis 
tmimi *9ir:âus twtênéas fuad€9 . 

Mafc. ^ntoom. lib. iii.. 
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to be early inftruâed, and that is contained 
in this fober truth : there is no abfolute 
power except that of the laws, and he who 
aims at defpotifm enûavcs himfelf. For 
what is law but the wilt of the whole com- 
munity •]-, expreffed by one man, in the 
fame manner as his power is the whole force 
of the ftatecolleded in himfelf ? But when 
the will of one is ereâed in oppofuion to 
the whole, the force of the body -politic 
will then be fet againft the prince, who re- 
forts to the praâice of dividing, weaken^* 
ing, and fubverting the ftren^th of the 
kingdom ; or, perhaps, at length he is in open 
arms againft it. Inftead of being the fa- 
ther ot his people, he is now their tyrant : 

he governs by mtrigwe, and ftrives by little 
arts of policy to delude, furprife, alarm» 
and terrify bis fut^As into a tame fubnrif- 
fion ; or elfe he reforts to his agents of de- 
ftruâion, who fell the blood of their coun- 
trymen, and march fword in hand through* 
the realm, coveringall with defolation, till 
murder has taken off every honeft man who 
dared to refift the yoke and vindicate the 
rights of nature. Hence the rage of civil 
commotions, in which a brother fays to his 
brother, Die, or yield to the tyrant, who 
has paid me for cutting your throat. Proud 
of an wfurpation maintained by force of 

arms, 

f Conununh fpoffjlo civ'natis. Pand. lib. i. tit. }* 
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arms, or founded on fuperftilion, the ty- 
Fant congratulates himfelf : but let his heart 
tremble within him, if he ever ceafe to pam- 
per the pride, or controul tbe liccntiouf- 
nefs of his detefted party. While they ferve 
him, they chain him to themfclves by his 
fears ; and for the obedience they pay their 
captive king, they demand in return im- 
punity for their crimes. Being thus grown 
the opprcffor of one part of hrs fubjcfts, 
he is a flave to the other j as mean and ab- 
jeft to the bad, as fierce and domineering 
to the good. Gonftrained to manage with 
his accomplices, he is obliged to ffudy how 
to gratify them, that the paÉons which lifbed 
on his fide may not revolt from him; for 
he knows theif fierce and dangerous quali- 
ty, fince they Tiave already marked their 
way with ruin, and broke afunder all the 
ties of nature and humanity. The tyger,. 
trained to the chace, and educated by man 
to the (kill of devouring, will fly at his 
matter, if fhare of the prey be with-held 
from him. The tyrant's compaâ: with his. 
faftors of mifchief is precifely the fame. 

The fupreme power, therefore, as it ap- 
proaches to tyranny, becomes feeble in pro- 
portion, and depends for fupport upon the- 
men who have leagued themfelves againft 
the conftitution. It mutt be ever attentive 
to the tools of a party, left they Ihould 
make a defeftion to the intcrefts of their 

country» 
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cog n try. Every mark of compliance, rc- 
fpeft, and the moft fcrvile toleration, miifl: 
be paid to them, to the utter fubverfion of 
juftice, and the negleft of all found policy. 
The prince muft dcfcend to the meancft de- 
ferences, the moft flagrant partiality, the 
humbleft difTimulation, and even fo low as 
to wear the fmiles of concent, with refcnt- 
ment at his heart. 

The prince that would govern according 
to the true fpirit of civil policy, muft make 
the laws the fole rule of his conduft ! for his 
authority is inferior to the laws, founded 
upon the will and the whole force of the 
community. He will, in that cafe, know- 
no enemies but the bafe and wicked, the 
common enemies of fociety. Whoever 
interefts himfelf in the fupport of orderand 
the public tranquility, is an aflfertor of the 
fovereign authority which protedts him. 
Every citizen, in the declared foe of his 
prince, beholds his own perfohal enemy. 
Party-divifion is baniftied from the ftatCj, 
and the fovereign, in league with his people^ 
is rendered rich and powerful by the wealth» 
and power of his people. Under no ne. 
ceffity to intrigue with parties, he reigns in-- 
freedom, perhaps in juftice, with his crown 
firm and unfhaken on his head. His ad- 
miniftration, fixed upon the bafis of law 
and public fecurity at home, becomes re- 
fpeftable to foreign powers ^ and as he is 

never 
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never inftigated by caprice and pride ^to 
wage a war of ambition, his armies^ nuin* 
tained and . regulated under proper difci- 
plinc, are ready to take the field with vi- 
gour and with.lpirit, when the public caufc 
demands the exertion of the itate againft 
the author of civii difcord> or the foreiga 
ufurper. Oh ! my friend ! let juftice be 
the bafis of the fupreme authority, and the- 
love of a grateful people will not fail ta 
be M moft invigprating principle» and its 
beft fupport. The flave will figèt but re- 
luâiantly for hi^ prifon and his chains i hue 
the citizen» who ia fecure in his civil rights» 
who loves hb prince, and is reciprocally 
beloved» ^1 basai^d him&lf uk the ^enee 
of the authocky to wUcb he k indebted 
for his own protefÛocu AiKi^idft the^twrd- 
fiiips of the caoQpaigo, and tbe perils of 
battle, he feels himtelf ioâamed wkh the 
idea that he is ftruggling for hia fires and 
his akars, for all that can be dear to hioi. 

Ah i thefe lefiofis, iaid Tiberius, fink 
deep into my heart : they arc delivered with 
words that burn ; they kindle a flanoe 'itt 
the foul. When fhall I be able to inipiie 
the breaft of kings with fenttcnents like 
thefe I 

it is now clear, replied Belifariua, that the 
true fplendor and authority of fovereigos^ 
are founded on juftice; that virtue and be^ 
neficcnce ftrcngthen die foondatioQv ^^kI 

that 
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ihat the mod abfolute prince is he who 
reigns in the hearts of his people. — From 
what you have iaid^ interpofed Tiberius, it 
is now plain that, true policy and reafon are 
convercibie terms \ and that the art of go- 
verning corififts in following the fuggeftions 
of wifdom and of virtue. — You arc perfcft* 
ly right, replied Belifarius ; nothing can 
be more fimple, more cafy in the pradice, 
and fure of us efftét. The emperor Juf- 
tin, originally an honed peafant of Illyria, 
who canae to a throne from the plough, 
found the way to endear his adminillration 
to mankind. Was it owing, to his (kill in 
politics ? Far from it ; it was owing to the 
rectitude of his mind, and the amiable dif* 
pofitions of his heart. Were it my lot to go- 
vern, 1 Ihould endeavour to copy that great 
example. Far be from the bread of a 
prince that fly, flow policy, that looks with 
zn oblique eye upon every thing. It looks 
about indeed with a kind of tndired pru- 
dence^ and recoils in time from rocks and 
precipices ; but it is difquietude at beft. 
How \ihlikc the fcttrnity enjoyed by him 
who lofes all thoughts of felf in the love of 
millions, and is therefore lefs expofed than 
the moft wafy, circumfpeft, and fufpicious 
tyrant ! But thé misfortune is, the prince 
is too often alarmed by artful and deflgning 
men: he is taught to confider his people 
as M tntmy to be dreaded s tnd that dread, 

- as 
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as foon as impreffed, lends • reality to the 
ideal danger ; for it gives birth to miftruft, 
and miftruft is the mother of hatred and of 
malice. 

You have obferved that a prince, a man 
almoft folitary and without conneftions, has 
his cares and wants contrafted into very 
fcanty limits -, that at his eafc he commands all 
the real good in life ; that he is narrowly cir- 
cumfcribed ; and all beyond a fmall circle is 
vanity, illufion, and deceit. While nature prc- 
fcribes to him' to be moderate in his defires, 
all things about him irritate his paffions, and 
ftimulate intemperance. Alas ! were it his 
aim to live in harmony with his people, be 
would have no party but his fubjeds, no 
intereft but that of the ftate. How diffe- 
rently are things circumftanced atprefent? 
All confidence is.extingui(hed; the neceffity 
of being ever guarded againft a. turbulent 
and feditious populace is inculcated ; and 
a Handing army is maintained to terrify 
thofe who fhould be cherilhed by their fo- 
vereign. By thcfe me^ns the prince lives 
at variance with his fubjeds -, his party is 
formed, and Ambition with a train of inor- 
dinate defires ftalks at the head of it. This 
hydra of fadion is ever infatiable, and yet 
unconftitutionai means muft be tried to fa- 
t4sfy its rapacity. Here then is the firft 
fpring of that monftrous diftinftion, which 
we. have known in the empire, between the 

pro- 
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provinces of the people and the provinces 
of the emperor, between the intercfts of the 
fubjeft and thofe of the prince. The idea 
of property Ihould never enter the thoughts 
of the fovereign. When once his imagi- 
nation is ftruck with it, it follows that the 
fecurity of his crown and his life fecms to 
depend upon that property, and by a natu- 
ral progrcfs avarice takes poffeffion of him. 
He thinks himfelf enriched by the impo- 
verifhment of his people j and whatever 
rapacity has feized, is fet down as clear 
gain. In proportion as the fubjeft is plun- 
dered, he appears to the jealous prince re- 
duced to a deeper fubjcftion. Hence 
fchemes of rapine on the one hand, difcon- 
tent and repining murmurs on the other; 
and hence the dark feeds of civil war, which, 
like a fmothered flame, lie brooding in the 
very heart of the ftato, and at length break 
out in fudden eruptions all over the land. 
Of his private coffers the fovereign now 
thinks he has the full advantage ; he con- 
gratulates himfelf on the prudence which 
fettled his meafures fo long before-hand : 
but, fliort-fighted man ! he little perceives 
that, by being juft, he would have been • 
iibove fuch little timid precautions*, and that 
all the mean, and of courfe cruel, paffions, ' 
which lift for hire in his caufe, would be 
vile and ufelefs, if virtue were the fpring 
of >his anions* This, my friend Tiberius, 

this 
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this is the dodrine which the future fove- 
reign ought to hear from you. Let him 
once be perfuaded that the (late and the 
fovereign. are but one thing : let him \m- 
derftand that this pol tical union cordis 
tutes his true ftrength, the bafis of his 
dignity, his honour^ and his peace ; and 
ideas of property will then bcrejeâcd.as 
fordid and unworthy *. His folid advan- 
tage will be placed in the good he procures 
for his people -, and thus his paflions will 
transform themfclves tcr the virtues of a 
patriot king, juft and equitable for his own 
intereft, moderate upon principles of am- 
bition, and benevolent through very felBlh- 
nefs. It is by confidering things in this 
way, my worthy friends, that truth appears 
the parent of virtue. But Truth, 1 grant 
you, appears at firft with an aukward mien 
at cpurt. He who gains her firft audience 
from a king, muft have been endowed with 
no fmall degree of cour^. When flatte- 
ry has taught the pernicious maxims^ that 
princes reign for themfelves alone ; that 
royal independence confifts in the gratifi- 
cations of defire ; and that even «caprice is 
a ftate-iaw ; the faithful and honefl coun- 
fellor who underukes to refute this notable 

fyftem 

"• The emperor Trajan was ttfed to compare the 
trèafttre of a prince to a fwelléd and diftempered 

fpleen, which enfeebles and confumes the reft of the 
oody. 
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lyftcm, will not be gracioufly received: 
but let him be once heard, and he will gain 
the royal ear: one truth eftablilhed, the 
reft may be poured upon him with rapidi- 
ty, for they are fure of their effefl: ; and the 
prince, inftead of dreading, will anticipate 
the conclufion. 

Truth will now .derive charms from vir- 
tue, and virtue in its turn will lend embel- 
lifliments to truth. Il is indifpenfibly ne- 
ceflary that the latter fhould enlighten the 
mind ; for the inclination of our nature to 
agood, whofe value is not explained, is mere- 
ly a blind, a vague, and uncertain inftinél:. 
But a defire to ferve mankind is virtue, 
founded on the knowledge of remote and 
extenfive confequences. To know the in- 
terefts of humanity is the true ftudy of a 
prince. Whatever is juft, whatever is ufe- 
ful, that is truth, and the truth a king 
fhould inveftigate : it is the great band of 
fociety ; in all buGnefs, in every tranfac- 
tion of life, it upholds the chain of moral 
duties ; on mutual wants and mutual aids 
grafts human happinefs, and makes the 
author of .public good a partaker of the 
bleffings he beftows. This is the fit em- 
ployment of a prince ; to this he {h(tuld de- 
dicate his days ; to know himfelf, and the 
nature of man f 5 to develop the fecret 

F * move- 

t ^^^^^ fit*i^ iorum ment es ^ quitus ret us fiudtnf^ 
^m habent in honore^ qua amant : cogita tt nudas if* 
orum mentes intueri* Marc, Antonln. lib. ix. 
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movements of the heart, the operations of 
habit, the fpedfic qualities of chara6ter, the 
influence of opinion» the powers and the 
weakneflcs of our frame ; to ftudy intenfe- 
ly, and not with frivolous curioiity, but a 
fixed and fteady determination of the will, 
with a perfcverance alarming to flatterers, 
the temper, the manners, and the relburces 
of his people, together with the conduct 
of minifters ; and in this noble enquiry to 
let in. light to the judgment on every fide, 
with a deteftation of the clandçftine infor- 
mer, and a generous encouragement of 
thofe who have the fpirit to call aloud for 
a redrefs of grievances committed in his 
nam^# Thefc.are the things which con- 
ftitute the love of truth ; and thus, faid he, 
addreffing himfelf to Tiberius, thus every 
prince will love it, >vho is, as he ought to 
be, perfuaded, that to be great he muft be 
juft and upright. In conveying thefe fen- 
timents to him, you will inftru6t him how 
to be free and independent in the midft of 
a court ^ for it is there he muft be jealous 
of his liberty. To make him fenfible of 
this, will be the arduous part of your under- 
taking : this is the point which you muft 
labour with affiduity and firmnefs. — It Ihall 
be done, faid Tiberius, when I am armed 
with your inftruftions. — Here the conver- 
fation broke off, and they took leave of 
•each other. 

It 
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It has happened by fome ftrange fatality, 
laid the emperor, that in all ages and coun* 
tries, the friends of mankind have been 
hated by thofe who are bound-to be the fa- 
thers of the people. The popularity of 
Belifarius was his only crime : it was that 
alone provoked his enemies, and perhaps 
alarmed my jealoufy. Alas ! they made 
mc fear him -, it had been better if I had 
•endeavoured to imitate him. 



CHAP, X. 

ABOUT the fame hour on the follow- 
ing day, Belifarius, expecting his vi- 
fitors, feated himfclf again under the old 
oak upon the road, where he had received 
them the evening before. He faid, in . a 
loud foliloquy, To have found two virtuous 
men, who beguile me from myfclf, and 
enter thus into a difcuffion of the great ob- 
jefts of humanity, is a circumftance that 
«alleviates my misfortunes. How foothing 
to contemplate the focial interefts of man ! 
My affligions are foftened by it ! The very 
idea of being but remotely conducive to 
the welfare of nations has raifed me above 
myfelf, and now I fee how the diffufion of 
benevolence to a whole people aflimilates 
man to his Divine Creatorr 

F 2 Jufti- 



too BELISARIUS. 

Juftinian and Tiberius over-heard thefc 
lad words as they approached. You are 
warm in the praife of benefieence» faid the 
emperor; and indeed bene5cence, of all 
the virtues, affords the mod endearing and 
the fweeteft ibnfations. Happy the man 
whofe lot it is to enjoy fo noble a pleafure ! 
— And yet this fupreme delight muft be 
tailed with moderation, replied the hero ; 
for even goodnefs itfelf, if not conduded 
by wifdom and juftice, degenerates into an 
oppofite vice. Attend young man, laid he 
to Tiberius, and mark what 1 have to offer 
on this head. 

Of fovereign authority the higheft a£t is 
the diftribution of favours and marks of 
grace : this partakes of the nature of bene- 
ïkence, and is therefore a pleafing exertion 
of power i but in the exercife of it, it is re- 
quifite that the prince Ihould be guarded 
againft fcdudtion. The whole of his intel- 
ligence muft arife from thofe who approach 
his perfon ; and of that number there is not 
one who does not for ever inculcate, that 
the feat of majefty is in the court ; that all 
regal fplendor is derived from the brillant 
appearance that enlivens the palace ; and 
that the moft valuable prerogative of the 
crown difplays itfelf by a profufion of fa- 
vours, which are ftiled the munificence of 
the fovereign. Gracious heaven ! the mu* 
nificence ! it is the fubftancc of the people 

he 
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he bellows ; the fpoils of the poor and itv- 
digent ! Thus the prince is deceived by 
\^ords : adulation and treachery befiege his 
throne ; aOiduky for ever pays its court ^ 
and the habit of refufing nothing gains up- 
on the credulous fovereign, who little thinks 
of the tears extorted from the poor by the 
extravagance of the court: exulutionfills the 
palace, and every room ecchoes with praifes 
of the royal munificence* That munifi- 
cence aflumes the mien of virtue, and 
weatth is fquandered without confidering 
from whence it can^e. Alas ! would kings 
reflect how their fplendor grows out of 
the mifery of others > and for the fake of 
an ungrateful crew, what a number groan 
in wretchednefc ! But, Tiberius, the prince 
who has one true friend will be fure to 
know this ; and he will know befides, that 
true beneficence confifts more in oeconomy - 
than lavifh diftribution ; that every partial 
grant is injuftice to merit, and that from 
injuftice fpring all the word: evils that can 
diftraa a ftate. 

You behold the munificence of fovc- 
reigns, faid Tiberius, with an eye of feve- 
rity. — I confider it in its true light, replied 
tjie hero, as a mere perfonal attachment» 
which, in the choice of men for public of- 
fices, counterafts the natural cou rfe of juf- 
ticc, of nature, andof reafon. Forjuftice 
appropriates honours to virtue, and re wardsi 

F X ta 
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to merit : for the arduous bufinefs of high 
employments nature brings forth great abi- 
lities and confummate talents ; and furely 
reafon direfts that of men the beft poffible 
xife (hould be made : but partiality confers 
the recompence due to virtue upon elegant 
and poliftied vice ; and thus complaifancc 
is preferred to honeft zeal, adulation to 
truth, and meannefs to elevation of foul. 
The fuperficial gift of pleafing, as if it were 
iuperior to every other gift of nature, af- 
pires to all the favours of the crown, and 
genefally engrofles them. From thefc pre- 
mifes it may be inferred, that partiality îa 
the diftribucion of favours is the fure mark 
of a bad reign ; and the prince who refigns 
into the hands of a favourite the honour 
of his crown and the welfare of hi% people, 
brings matters to this dilemma; he either 
fets a fmall value upon what he confides to 
his favourite, or he afcribes to his own 
choice the power of transforming the fouls 
of men, as if he were able to mould a ftatef- 
man or an hero out of a fqperannuatcd flave 
Or a youthful proffigate. 

That, faid I'iberius, would bean attempt 
of the moft abftird futility -, but employ- 
ments abound in all ftates, which may be 
competently filled by men of very ordinary 
talents. 

Not a fingle employment, replied Beli- 
fefius, which docs not demand^ if not an 

able. 
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able, at leaft an honeft man ; but royal fa* 
vour is little iblicitcus about the one or the 
other : on the contrary, both are neglect- 
ed. Or, ftill worfe, they are furc to meet 
all the little indignities of afcornful repulfe. 
Hence every talent dies in its bloom, and 
every virtue withers in the bud. Of talents 
and of virtues emulation is the vivifying 
foul; but partiality is immediate deaths 
The ftate in which this vice prevails may 
be compared to thofe wafte and defolatc 
traâs,, where certain ufeful plants fponta- 
fteoufly (hoot up, but are robbed of- their 
nutriment by the briers and brambles that 
infcft the land : and yét this image of phy- 
fical evil does not fully exprcfs the political 
mifchief; for Under a reign of favouritifm,. 
the briers and the brambles are cherilhed,. 
while every falutary plant is eradicated and 
trampled underfoot. 

You feem to afliime, faid Tiberius, that 
the royal favour invariably wants a due dif- 
•cernment of fpirits, 'and is never able to» 
make a right choice of men. 

Rarely, if ever, replied Selifarios, info- 
much that if the fervants of the public were 
chofen by lot, it would be a more infallible- 
npde of eleftion. Paftiality grhitts its fa- 
vours to thofe only who intrigue fdr them r 
but merit difdains the little arts of intrigue; 
and that manly pride is decyphered by couru: 
kiterprcters into negleft of the fovcreign^. 

P^4, who 
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who therefore repays ic with calm difdaii>, 
while the afliduity of low ambition reaps 
every advantage. To a prince thus preju- 
diced, what accefs can there be for the fage 
or the hero ? Can they degrade themfelves 
to the pliancy of flaves ? Can dignity of 
mind fubmit to be a cringing candidate for 
court-favour ? If nobility of birth gives a 
title to approach the perlbn of the fovereign, 
what part is to be aâed in a circle of fa- 
vourites, by truth, integrity, and honour ? 
Are they likely to excel in the dexterities 
of flattery and diffimulation ? Will they 
condefccnd to pry into the paffions of their 
mafter, and explore the fecret propenfities 
of his heart ? The charaders of the fyco- 
phant, the diflenibler, and the falfe friend, 
will be better played by others, who know 
how to rouch the firing that founds grate- 
fully to the royal ear, and to fly over that 
which will offend. Virtue would appear 
aukward in the attempt. The favourite 
will acquit himfelf with grace in all thefe 
particulars, but fl:ill it will ever be a mil* 
lion to one that he is unworthy of the di- 
ftinétion he enjoys. 

The .favourite of a difcerning, juft, and 
equitable prince, interpofed the emperor, 
will, moft probably, be a man of integrity. 

In the court of a difcerning, juft, and 
equitable prince, replied Belii'arius, there 
will be nofuch perfon as a favourite -, fuch 

a prince 
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a. prince will be worthy of friends, and he 
will have them : bur favour will do no- 
thing for them. A faithful fervant would, 
blufh to be fo enriched. If ever there was. 
a faithful fervant, the emperor Trajan had 
fuch an one to boaft of in his miniftcrLon- 
ginus. That true and worthy friend of his 
matter was taken prifoner by the Dacians :: 
the king of that people fignified to the em- 
peror, that, unlefs he acceded to the con- 
ditions of peace propofcd to him, the cap- 
tive minifter (hould be put to death. And 
what was Trajan's anfwer ? He left it to the 
honour of Longinus to decide, as Regulus 
had formerly done in his own cafe. Be- 
hold: there the model of public charafters I* 
Thofe are the hien I have in view ! How 
glorious to be the friend of fuch a prince ! 
Longinus faw the bright occaGon, and with 
a fublime of virtue difpatchcd himfelf, left, 
pity fhould take poflelfion of the emperor,, 
and incline him to an aft of partiality or 
perfonal regard. 

I am overpowered by the weight of 
y;our rcafonings, faid Tiberius : yes, I now 
perceive, that the public weal,. when right- 
ly underftood, gives no latitude to the af- 
fcftions of the fovereign : but are there not 
incidents unconneftcd with the intercfts of 
the people, in which he may reafonably 
give a fcope to his private affe£tions ? 

E £ Laa-r- 
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I anfwer in the negative, replied Beli&- 
rius : the prince has no pofitive uncon- 
nefted intereft; every thing- is relative to 
the whole. The fmalleft matters are of 
importance, and even the very civilities of 
a king muft be addrefled with caution. 
Royal favour, it has been faid, is but a 
.partial evil, and dilplays itfelf only in little 
things; but a deviation from the ftriét 
rule of right, even in trifles, will foon be- 
come habitual, and from fmall irregularities 
to great exccfs the progrefs is rapid. The 
circle of the fovereign*s favour enlarges it- 
felf, and to J3aflc in the funfliinc of his 
fmiles, grows a general defire ; each cour- 
tier ftrives to wriggle himfelf into favour; 
and the fence thus thrown down, how fhall 
a prince refift the ardor of importunity, 
and the frequency of follicitation ? The 
fence that fhould guard him, my beft Tibe* 
rius, is a determination of the will to be 
always jufl and good. When a principle of 
uprightncfs is known to guide the choice 
of men, it muft then be merit, and merit 
alone, that -can hope for preferment. Ta- 
lents, exalted qualities, and eminent fer- 
vices, form the only admiflible claim: the 
candidate for honours muft render himfelf 
worthy of them. Intrigue is difcounre- 
nanced, and emulation is animated. Am- 
bition is obliged to proceed by manly 
ways, and ftajting at the thought of being 

deteftcd. 
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ietefted, abandons her little fchemes of 
perfidy and cunning. How diflferent is the* 
cafe, when the prince is under the influ- 
ence of perfonal afFeébion ? To gain the* 
afcendantover that afFcftion, becomes the- 
bufinefs of all. He who pofleflts the arts 
of infinuation, and knows how to cabal 
•with the fervants of upper fervants, pur- 
fues his drudgery through all its ftages, and 
creeps up to preferment, meanly rifing to* 
fylendid infamy. In the mean time the 
man of virtuous pride retires, and with the 
confent of all, he is refigned to oblivion. If 
it (hould happen, that for fome important 
fervice, he Is called from obfcurity, to make 
iDne in the glittering crowd ; or if it (hould 
be neceflary to employ him on fome occa- 
sion worthy of his abilities ; ftanding un- 
connefted with faftion, he finds all parties^ 
combined againft him, till at length it is^ 
vifible, that he muft cither debafe himfelf, 
by countermining the dark deeds of hi9« 
enemies, or elfe furrendcr to them at dif- . 
cretion. The court where intrigue pre- 
vailsy is a wild uproar of paffions, in which*, 
the ftill voice of truth can never be heard. 
The public good is an unregarded thing, 
and perfonal affedtion is the fountain of alK 
praife and cenfurej partiality pafles its de- 
cifions upon all occurrences; and the.prince,. 
cncompafled round with falfehood^, dif- 
trailed with doubt, fufpicion and miftrufl",, 

F 6 Xcarce% 
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fcarcely ever puts an end to the wavering* 
of his mind, but to terminate in error. 

Why does not he depend upon the evi- 
dence of fa£ts ? faid Tiberius ; fads arq 
obftinate witneffes, and the teftimpny they 
give, is bold and loud. 

Fads, replied Belifarius, are not fo ob- 
flinate as you may imagine; they take a 
new completion from the contrariety of 
reporters. Every enterprize is judged by 
its event -, and yet events too frequently 
give the palm to raflinefs, and defeat the beft 
concerted fchemes of genius and ability. 
Men are often more fortunate than wife, 
and there are occafions when the propofi- 
tion is reverfed. In either cafe, the char 
rafters of men may fuffer much from prer 
judice, and that more particularly in a 
court, where the colours of good and evil 
are all derived from the prevailing opinions 
of party and fadlion. 

Juftinian, in his old age, is a melan- 
choly example, faid the emperor ; he has 
been cruelly deceived ! 

Alas! replied Belifarius, who has mor« 
reafon than myfelf to know what has been 
pradifed upon the credulity of Juftinian ? 
Who is better acquainted with the fnares 
that fadion laid for him ? It was faffcion 
fentNarfes into Italy, to interrupt the prof- 
perity of Belifarius. The emperor* little 
imagined that a minifter of the finances 

would 
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would be a dangerous rival of the general: 
but Narfes had his fadlion at court, and 
he foon found one in the camp ; a fpirit o£ 
diflcnfion prevailed, and Milan, the bulr 
wark of Italy, was loft. Narfes. was re- 
called, but too late ^ the tide of fuccefs was 
now ebbing away : Milaa had been facked, 
her inhabitants put to the fword', and all 
Liguria difmembered from the empire. 
That Narfes was pardoned by the em- 
peror, 1 nîoft heartily rejoice 5 for the life 
of fo great a man, f we have one obliga- 
tion, at leaft,. to the decline of all military 
difciplinc. Ii^ the virtuous days of the re- 
public, for the complicated crimes of dis- 
obedience,, and the fedudtion of part of my 
army, Narfes would have atoned with his 
head. 1 was recalled in my turn. To 
fucceed me in the command o£ the army, 
eleven chiefs, all jealous of each other, were 
appointed by a new-fangled party. Diff 
cord prevailed in their councils, and they 
were defeated. By this means, we loft all 
Italy. The comniand was transferred to 
me, but I was a. general without an army. 
I was oblijcred to traverfe over Thrace and 
Ulyria in queft of foldiers. A fcanty num- 
ber, not exceeding four thoufand, was 
collefted together. With this rafli-levied 

body, 

f In Bello qui rtm a duce prtihihitamfecity aut man» 
data nonferuavit^ capitt punitur^ etiamfi rtm httf gef^ 
JtrU. Pand. Lib. 49. Tit. 16. 
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body, who had neither cloaths, horfes^ 
arms, or provifions, I marched into Italy i. 
In this condition^ what was to be done ? 
With the utmoft difficulty,. I prevented 
Rome from falling into the hands of the 
enemy. The cabal at court rejoiced at 
this difaftrous profpeft of affairs r Thing» 
arc going^ as we could wifh, (aid they ; he 
is in the 4aft extremity, merely ftanding ac 
bay a little, to be prefently overwhelmed 
in .ruin. Amidft the defolation of their 
co^intry, I was the only objeft of their at- 
tention : to fee my ruin accofnplUhed, they 
would have compounded to fee the ftate^ 
&ook to its foundations. I demanded a 
fupply of men, and I was recalled. Narfes, 
witjfi a powerful army, was appointed to 
fuccced me; and, beyond all queftioo». 
Narfës had abilities to juftify the choice. 
That he was named to Ihe command, was^ 
perhaps a public benefit*, but before I was 
wounded, the com mon wealth iJeceived a 
ftab : the ruin of Belifarius was purchafcd 
at the expence of the ftate. There lies 
the niifchief of party. To ràife or over- 
turn a Angle man, an entire army, perhaps 
an empire, muft be facrificed. 

Alas ! exclaimed Juftinian, I now per- 
ceive the treacherous arts by which your 
glory was obicured. What an indelible 
fiain to the emperor, thus to. have believed 
the fuggeiHons of your enemies ! 
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My good neighbour» replied Belifarius^ 
you are little aware of the refinement which 
court policy has acquired in the arts of de- 
ftru<5tion ; you do not know the genius of 
intrigue, how aftive it is, how perfevering,. 
how afTiduous, and implacable. Refpea- 
ful and obfequious to the ientiments of the 
ibvereign, it manages with caution^ and 
works its efFed: by degrees, like the drop 
of water that only oozes at firft through 
its fence, faps on by imperceptible ftrokes^ 
and then in one rulhing torrent bears down 
all. Cabal and Party have this further 
advantage on their fide, that the man of 
hononr is without miilruft, and of courfe 
without precaution : he has nothing ta 
)Dppofe to the malice of his enemies, but 
his upright conduâ, which is ever difco*- 
loured by envy, and his honeft fame, of 
which the report that rings throughout 
the realm, expires and dies away at the 
gates of the palace. Envy alone is pri- 
vileged within the verge of the court, 
and the charafter againft which her fhafts 
are aimed, is furc to fall a viftim. In the 
courfe of human contingencies it cannot 
other wife happen, but that every conr- 
mander muft experience the viciffitudes of 
fortune, and find his train of viftoi-yfomé- 
times interrupted -, of every cafualty Envy 
takes advantage, and makes even accidents 
a ground of impeachment. Hajs the coni- 

mander 
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mander donc ail that was pofDble? H& 
ought to have donc better i any body but 
himfelf would Have aâed upon a diB^erent 
plan ; he did not make a right uib of his 
opportunities. The charge againft him is 
aggravated, and the good he has done 
dwindles into nothing. The refult is, that 
the-man who can be ufefiU to his. country,. 
is the moft dangerous pcrfon in- it. To 
the misfortune of the public, his downfal 
is tSeâed; and to their greater misfortune^ 
fome worthlefs wretch is fure to rife upon 
his ruins. Another concomitant evil 1$, 
the imprcflion made upon the minds of 
men, by the melancholy profpeâ of virtu» 
in diftrefs,. and of vice exulting in prc^pc- 
rity. . Public fpirit grows languid at ths 
refleâion, that all the fine incentives of ho- 
nour are extinguifhed ^ guile is emboldr 
ened, the evil confcicnce forgets to blufh, 
and exccflcs of every kind riot with impUf 
nity. Such are theevils that attend a reign 
ot'favouritifm. Judge yourfelf, how fuch 
a difpofiiion may precipitate the ruin of the 
ftate. 

Without doubts faid Juftinian, it is the 
moft dangerous infirmity, thai ever byaflèd 
the mind of a prince ; but in an old man, 
who for thirty years has ftruggled to no 
piirpofe in the ftorms of fortune, and at 
lall, in fpite of all his efforts, fees the tcm- 
peÛ ready to burft in ruin on his head : in 
one 
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one thus worn out with age and troubles^ 
may it not be deemed an cxcufable weak- 
ncfsy if he endeavours to fweetcn hi& cares, 
or at lead to alleviate them» by indulging 
the private afFcâions I It will anfwer no 
purpofe to be too fanguine in our hopes 1 
let us not deceive ourfelves with flattering 
ideas of the public condition : even now 
the empire by its own weight is tottering to 
its fall. By a length of duration all its vi- 
gour is exhauftedf and it muft fhare at laft 
the common fate which brought the em- 
pires of Belus and Cyrus to their difiblution.. 
L.ike them it has flourilhed in fplendor, and 
like them it muft moulder into ruin.^ 

I am no fatalift» replied Beli&rius, in re«^ 
gard to revolutions of government : that 
would be to give a fanékion to our prefent 
degeneracy of fpirit, and make defpair fj' 
flematical. That all fublunary things, and 
kingdoms amongft them, perifli and die 
away, I am not now to learn ; biK that na- 
ture has traced the bounds of exiftence ta 
all its productions feems a pofition rather 
problematical. The body natural indeed 
has its period when the animal funéiionSt 
decay, and calmly we welcome death ; but 
there never does occur a moment, in which, 
it is allowed us to defpair oi the common-, 
wealth. The body- politic, it muft not be. 
diflembled, is fubjed to convulfions that 
ihakc its frame, to flow diforders that con- 
fume 
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fume its vigour, and Co fpafms that elevÈite 
for a while, to plunge ic into deeper dejec- 
tion afterwards. Aâivity» it is true, ftrains 
all its eSbrrs i reporc is apt to relax ; and 
civil contention breaks the conlïitutional 
Arength : but not one of thefe accidents is 
mortal in its naturç. Nations have been 
fevcd from the very brink of deftruiftion i 
they have emerged from the very depth of 
mifcry -, and after ftruggUng through the fe- 
vereft crifis have been reanimated tea vi- 
gour unloiown before. The declenfion of 
ftates is not therefore marked out ; the 
line is not drawn, like the limits of human 
life. Old age is unknown to .the bbdy-po- 
litic i it is the chimeria of miftaken theorilts. 
The fame ardour of hope that infpirits the 
hrartof valour, may extend its i&fluence, 
and give animation for any length of time. 
The conftitution of the empire is now en- 
feebled, or rather ic has funk info a languid 
fiate ; but for every pMfon there is an an- 
tidote in nature, and it behoves «s to dif- 
cern ic.-r-Let us inveftigare it together, faid 
the emperor ; there will be fomething footh- 
Kvg in the refcarch : but before wc think of 
the remedy, let us trace the diforder to its 
firft principles. — I am willing to enter into 
^ the difcutfion, replied Betifarius, and it will 
fiirnilh. kis ample matter for our future 
meetings. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 

THE next day, Juftînîan was împatîcnt 
to fee Belifarius. He longed to have 
the veil torn off which hid the lurking mif- 
chiefs of the empire, and he preflcd with 
eagernefs to the interview. Belifarius da- 
ted his refledkions from the «ra of Conftan* 
tine. How much is it to be lamented, faid 
the hero, that fo enlarged a genius, with all 
that firmnefs, that fpirit of entcrprize, fliould 
egregioufly miftake thcfitnels of the means 
to produce the end defircd, and exert for 
the extinftion of the empire more vigour 
land aftivicy, than would have been necef- 
fary to retrieve its ancient honours ! His 
hew fyftém of government was a mafter- 
ftroke of human wit : the Praetorian bands 
aboli fhed ; the children of the poor and 
helplefs adopted by the f^ate * ; the autho- 
rity of the prefcft diftributed into more 
hands, f and weakened of courfev the lands 
upon the frontiers afligned to the veteran 
foldiers, who fornKd an Agrarian army for 

the 

V H^hifi the parent tuas unabk to maintain bis chiU^ 
the ft ate took the t barge upen vftlf^ and the infant was 
educate J at the expence of the public : and this Ja-w Con» 
ftantine direded to be engraved on marble , that be might 
perpetuate it through allj'uccejjive dges. 

f Zofim. lib, ii. cap* 33, 
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the defence of the empire ; this was indeed 
a wife inflitution, a large aad comprehenfive 
policy. Why did not he adhere entirely to 
a plan fo juft and fimple ? He did not fee, 
or he was unwilliiig to fee, that, to tranf- 
plant the feat of empire, it muft be torn up 
by the very roots* In vain did he propofe 
to himfelf that the city he was founding 
ihould be a fécond Rome ;. m vain was the 
latter defpoiled of its richell ornaments for 
the decoration of the former i it was a mere 
theatrical fhifting of fcenery, the gaudy 
fpeftacle of a pantomime. 

You aftonilh me, faid Tiberius,, interrupt- 
ing him ; I was. ufed to think the capital of 
the world more advantageoufly (ituated up* 
on the Bofphorus,,in the middle of two fcas, 
and between Europe and Afia, than in the 
heart of Italj^, upon the banks of a river, 
which fcarce deferves the name of navigable, 

Conftantine thought as you do,, replied 
Belifarius, and h& was miftaken. The ftate 
which is obliged to carry war into fbreiga 
territories, muft be governed by a found in- 
ternal policy, compad within itfelf, and eafy 
to be defended. Such was the advantage of 
Italy. The hand of nature feemed to have 
made it a refidence for the matters of the 
world. The mountains and the fea, which 
inclofe it, formed a ftrong barrier againft 
invafion : guard but the Alps, and Rome 
was guarded too. If that fence proved too 

woak 
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?eak to repel the enemy, the Appennines 
afforded a fafe retreat, and ferved as^a ram- 
part to half Italy. It was there that Ca- 
millus gave the Gauls a fignal overthrow 5 
and in that fpot Narfes obtained his brillianc 
viûory over Totila, 

'At prefent the empire has no fixed im- 
moveable centre ; but lies open and ex-^ 
pofed to all the affaulcs of fortune, . Alk 
the Scythian, the Sarmatian, and the Scla- 
voniari, whether thé Hcber, the Danube, 
and the Tanais, are barriers to obftruét their 
march? On that fide Byzantium is our only 
fence ^ that its walls are not in due repair is 
notthecircumftance that gricves'me moft. 

When Rome was the feat of empire, the 
eftablifhed policy of government was able 
to carry the vigour, of its laws from the 
centre to the extremity of the ftate : all 
Italy was under its immediate influence, 
within the reach of the adminiftration : the 
law gave the tone to the manners, and the 
manners in their turn made grave and faith- 
ful minifters of juftice. We have indeed 
now the fame inftitutions ; but as all is 
tranfplanted from the place of its growth, 
the confequence is, that every thing droops, 
as if regretting its native foil. The empire 
is not colledted in itfelf: as it was before : it 
ÎS enlarged, ard thereby weakened. The 
national charader has loft its fpirit : even 
ihe endearing naiie of Country is gone ^ 

from 
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from amongft us, Italy^ was renowned fot 
men who imbibed with their firfl: breath 
the love of their country, and grew to man- 
hood amidft the exercifes of the Campus 
Martins. At prefent, where is the cradle, 
and where the fchool of warriors ? The 
Dalmatians, the lUyrians, and the Thra- 
cians, who are now mingled with us, are in 
faA as foreign as the Numidians and the 
Moors. No common intereft to unite them 
in one common caufe, no kindred fpirit to 
aâuate and infpire them. Remember that 
yQU are Romans^ faid a commander to his 
foldiers, in the days of the old republic ; 
and that fhorc harangue was of efficacy to 
brace their nerves for labour, and to render 
them invincible in battle. What animating 
top!C*have we to infift upon ? Shall we fay, 
Remember that you are jlrmenians^ Numidians^ 
€r Dalmatians ? We arc no longer one body- 
politic, and there lies the caufe of our debi- 
lity. The projeftors of our new fcttlemcnt 
were not aware that to form that coalition, 
that unity of interefts, which we call our 
country, requires the progreffive toil dt 
ages, the flow and imperceptible working of 
fentiment, habit, and opinion. - Our new 
city was embcUifhed by Conftantine with 
ftatues of Roman heroes ; but alas ! the 
policy was ineffeftual, for the men whofe 
images we only faw, lived and breathed the 
flame of Liberty in the Capitol ! The ge- 
nius 
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tnm that infpired them, did not embark on 
board our ihips ; we imported inanimate 
marble only. Paulus Emilius, the Scipios, 
and the Catos, are filent here and mute i 
they are foreigners at Byzantium ; but at 
Rome they harangued the people, and the 
people undcrftood and felt them. 

I do not perceive, faid Juftinian, but the 
empire, fince the feat of government was 
removed, has enjoyed a truer ftate of peace 
and fecurity, than it knew at Rome for 
a long feries of years. The people there 
had fallen into degeneracy, and the fenate 
funk deeper in Ihame and lervitude, 

"When the adrainiftraiion is confided to 
improper hands, replied Belifarius, the 
ftrerigth and dignity of every (late will be 
impaired, and a train of calamities mull en- 
fue. At Rome, however, nothing but one 
good reign was wanting to recal the con- 
ftitution to its firft principles. Take a view 
of Adrian's adminiftration : the ftate feem- 
ed under him to rife out of its ruins. Be- 
hold Marcus Aurelius upon the throne : to 
v^hat an height of glory and magnificence 
was the condition of the empire raifed by 
the conduft of that excellent prince ! Ro- 
man virtue has been often eclipfcd, but not 
extinguiflied : whenever a prince appeared 
of a genius to rekindle the fpirit of his 
country, the latent fire was always ready to 
mount imo.a blaze^ But alas ! every prin- 
ciple 
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ciple of virtue is now deftroyed : the feed 
inuft be fown again ; and that mud be the 
arduous talk of a long reign, founded in 
juftice, moderation, and wifdom. Nothing 
but a prodigy of this fort can redeem us in 
this junûure. Our very viftories may be 
the ruin of the ftate. We have an hundred 
enemies to cope with, and thofe enemies 
have but one. An idea is conceived that 
they may be all fubdued ; and yet one is 
no fooner crufhed, but he rifes again ; a 
frefli foe is ever ready to find us employ- 
ment, and by a rapidity of fucceflion, they 
give breathing-time to each other. By this 
diverfion of our arms a confiant alarm is 
kept up, and the ftate, thus diftrafted, grows 
feeble every day. The march of armies to 
various and diftant places confumes our 
ftrength ; the vigour of our meafures ftrains 
every nerve, to relax us more in the end ; 
and every victory is a wound which has not 
time to clofe. Thus, after an exertion of 
all the powers of the empire to maintain its 
own importance, a (ingle day fhall fhake it 
to its foundation, and render the labour of 
twenty years abortive in a fingle hour. Re- 
coUeft how often, under the prcfcnt reign, 
our ftandard has been hurried about the 
world, from the Tiber to the Euphrates, 
and from the Euphrates to the Danube ! 
And now what is the confequence ? what 
b tlie fruit of fo many viâories, under 

Mundus 
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Mundus^ Gernianicus, Salomon, Narfcs» 
^nd myfelf, if I may be added co the num- 
'ber ? A peace is all we have obtained at 
Jail. 

And if our yiâories ezhauft vs, faid th6 
emperor, it is r^ht to bring things to that 
<onclufion. 

To buy a peace, replied Belifarius, is 
fiot the way to prevent the calamities of 
war. The lavage of the. North has nothing 
in tiew but booty % and if he is fure c^ 
gaining it, his fnotive to frequent incur^ 
jions grows the ftronger. The Perfian need 
-only ^read an darnfi every year through 
our faireft provinces An Afia» and he goes 
4>ack loaded with our money. A new way 
of exterminating the plunderer, by holding 
forth the booty that invites him I The 
price of peace becomes the principle of war i 
and our emperorsy by exhau (ting their fub*^ 
jeâs, havepampeied and in&amed theava* 
rice of their enemies. 

You affeâ me deeply, faid Judinian % 
what bulwark would you oppc^e to the in^ 
vafionc <>f the eqerpy ? — A good army, re- 
plied ^elifadus j and, above all, a people 
îVçe and happy. When the barbarians ruih 
into our provinces, they are attraûed by 
the love of plunder ; and though they leave 
defolationand hatred behind them, yet their 
purpofe is aniweied if they leave -imprrf- 
fions of terror alfo. The. cafe is different^ 
V G with 
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with an empire that would maintain its pof- 
feffions in fecurity. If it does not endear 
its government to mankind, it may as well 
abdicate; for it is a felf-evidcnt.propofi- 
tion, that all authority founded on* fear will 
grow weak at ever^ remove from the ca- 
pital, till at laft, fading by degrees, % ts 
;!oftin diftance. Tortile by the- medium 
of fear from. Taurus to thé Alps, and from 
Caucafus to the foot of Atlas, is an impof- 
fiblility in politics. If the fubjeft groans 
under the weight of ^is grievances, and 
power fupports it&lf by the fweat of his 
brow, of what mohiént-is it*to him whlsithefr 
Romans or Pcrfiahs are his oppreflbrs ? 
Tfhe authority that burdens us will never 
be well defended ; and the nation that his 
not fpirit to refift* oppreffion, will crouch 
with tame acqulefcence-'iHider' the firft de- 
liverer that appears. > Would yôd give lia- 
bility to government ?• lay your foundation 
in the affedions of mankind ; and the af- 
feftions of mankind are ever attached to 
che principles of humanity, of beneficence, 
integrity, public faith, and zeal for . the 
happiriefs oif millions. Thbfe are the vir- 
• tues that command a willing; pcojile. The 
fpirit of the conftitution is then diffufed over 
the- whole dominion, alive and àôive in 
each diftànt part ; the people are all as one 
hand knfd One heart, and every province is 
the feat of government, * . ^ 

^ Ifhall 
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• I ihall have frequent occafion to allude 
to myfelf, continued Belifarius ; and, my 
worthy young man, faid he to Tiberiu^ 
ty appealing to my experience you have 
made all apology for cgotifm unneccflary. 
. When I had the conduft of the war in 
Africa, I confidered thotc regions as pare 
.of my native country. The regular and 
ftriét dlfcipline, which! eftabliihed through- 
<)ut my army, procured the good- will qf 
mankind, and atçraûed plenty from* every 
quarter. In a little pme I had the Satisfac- 
tion of feeing my ciMnp reforted to as ^a 
fanftuary by every various people, who 
crowded to my ftandard and lifted undsr 
me. The day which faw me enter Car- 
.thage at the head of a vidorious array, did 
not hear a fmgle groan : neither the quiet 
nor the ufual employments of the citizens 
fufFcred on theoccafion : induftry and conr- 
mercc purfued their interefts, as if it had 
been a time of profound peace ; and in re- 
turn for this benefit felt by all ordeï-s of 
men, it was in my power to become thç 
king of a people who called me their com- 
mon father. The fame happened to me 
in Italy : there the native inhabitants ga- 
thered about me in crowds, refigning them- 
felves to the empire ; and at Ravenna I re- 
ceived the fupplications of the Goths .im- 
ploring their conqueror to be their fove- 
.leign. • Behold here the influence, the em- 

G 2 pire 
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pire of humanity . Do not fulpcft that I am 
here my t>w« pancgyrift: all my merk 
Confided in following the lefibns the very 
iiarbariffls gave me. Yes, even the bar- 
fcarians can boaft àxék Titus and» their Mar- 
cus Aurelius, Theodôric and Totila dè- 
fervcd the love ^f human kind. Yc cities 
4if Italy 1 exclain^ Belifarius^ what a con- 
traft have you feen between us and the 
barbarians i At Naples in particular, my 
eyes beheld men, women, and children, 
flaughtered in one common carnage. I 
£ew t^ their afliftanee : I &atcfaed the un- 
happy, the innocent viâîms from the fury 
t>f an inccnfed foldiery : but 1 was fingle in 
opjfofition to them, and my entreaties were 
loft in air: the men whofe duty it was to 
fécond me, were intent on plunder.' Thç 
iame plac^ Vas reduced by the generous 
Totila. Thrice-happy prince ! he had the 
glory of feving it from (he ravage of his 
troops. His^ deportment was that of a ten-, 
dcr father in the midft ctf his family. Hu*' 
manity cannot difplay a fcfcne more truly 
pathetic than this generous prince exerting 
Jiis beft offices for the proteftion of a people 
*<hat furrendered to his arms. It was the 
fame at Rome ; that very Rome which few 
the officers of the empiré, in the midft xrf" 
all the horrors of a famine, carrying on the 
deteftablc trade of a monopoly. It was in 
this manner our enemies conciliated the af- 

feâions 
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fe£biosa of mankind. Their juftice and 
modern ti^a hurt; vis more than their valour- 
How^ on our part, ^iri we coviûtçraét" 
their virtues ? In no fii^pe whatever : the 
bhumanity, the avarice, aii4 granny of 
our commanders leagued wkh the eneno/a^ 
and ferved tlîeir caufe. I had np fponjer re- 
figned the command ki Italy» tbaa the fame- 
Goths^ whofe proffered crowa I had j«ft 
refufedb wkh^ onç general œi^ient^ with a^ 
kind of epidemic fpirit, kindled to. mdig- 
lution by the malvecfetion of th^fç who fuc- 
ceeded me, refblved at once to (hakç off* the; 
yokc^ Hence the reign ol Totâla^ and alt 
the misfortiiuies of Italy- When I had fub-' 
dned the Vandals, it was my ambition t<9K 
fettle terms* of amity between the empire. 
and. the Moots;, and 1 thought X h^d fuc-. 
ceeded to my fatisfaâion : but my back 
was fcarccly turned when our honourable^ 
plunderers,, our chiefs, who mad$ waç ai 
gainful trade» our ilkiftrioas fons. of riot. 
and rapacity, infringed every treaty I had 
made, and let kx^ the moft hprrcble yio* 
lence to pillage their citiea. and defolato: 
dieir fiekis* By defperation the Moorsv 
were foon rouzed to vengeance, a^nd our 
provmces were deluged with( blood. From;^ 
opprcfEoa %pung revolt, andaU the ba^dsj 
of peace were retkt.afunder. 

From the fame caufes in the heart of the 
empkç the fame effeûs have been produ?.. 

G 3, ced* 
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cëd. Imbecility in minifters, avarice in pro- 
confuls, inhumanity and defpotifm in the 
governors ©f cities and of provinces ;' thcfc 
are thé enormides which I have fecn in 
every quarter* To thefe it is owing, that 
every department of government is now be- 
come an intolerable charge to the people. 
In order to enforce a paflive obedience un- 
der the burthen, recourfe is had to mealures 
ci the mod grievous nature : the militia 
has been abolifhed, and. the fubjeft has been 
excluded from the facerdotal order ; nay, 
the right of alienating their property has 
been wrefted from them ; and, to crown the 
•whole with what will fcarcely be believed, 
they are deprived of the miferable liberty 
of becoming bondmen. Can it be cxpedled: 
that, harrafled thus cruelly, the people wilL 
be reconciled to the yoke that galls tfcem I 
Can there exift in their idea any ties of inte- 
reft, or of duty, between them and their 
oppreflbrs ? The burft of every groan that 
deJpair and mifery extort, is inftantly pro* 
claimed trealbn ^ and armies are marched 
to carry fire and fwoi^ through the pro- 
vinces. A new and cruel way of reducing 
mankind to obedience by their total ruin i 
ztid then,, of what ufe ate fubjeâs thus re* 
ddced, and broken-hearted under a load of 
grievances ? A well-governed people fbould 
be at once both Ipirited andt:omplying ; 
and both thefe qualities would unite, were 

they 
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they not prevented by the pride and arro- 
gance of little tyrants, who too often make 
the reign of a well-difpofed prince an odious 
fyftem of cruelty and arbitrary power. 

It is upon minifters, and all the little fub- 
fiitutes of authority, that a fovereign muft 
depend for the love or the hatred of mankind- 
He ought therefore to watch them with a 
careful and a jealous eye. They are too oftea 
the moft cruel enemies he has ; for of all the- 
evils that can attend a prince, the averfioa 
of his people is the worft, and yet that is 
brought upon him by his officers of ftate. 
Whatever they dare for the gratification of 
fpleen, pride, avarice, and their noean caprin 
cious paiTions, it is all, in niinifter'ial lan- 
guage, the dîrcûion of the fovereign -, it is. 
tor the fupport of government. Though? 
they arc the planners of every pernicious 
projeâ, yet, in carrying it into execution,, 
they arc, if you will bcUeve them, but fer- 
vants of the crown ;. and thus the prince is. 
made the involuntary unconfcious fcourge 
of a people he loves. My dear Tiberius,, 
continued the hero, if ever your royal ma- 
iler has the happinefs of embracing you ai 
his friend,, let it be your advice never tOt 
flacken the ceins of authority, that all wha 
are under it may feel the curb of juftice.. 
Every aft of petty tyranny committed ia 
the name of the prince, is furc to fully the 
luftre of his crown with the tears of the. 

G 4 affliaedl 
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affliâed. An evil adminiftration îs a Hhî 
upon the charaûer of the iovereign. But 
when iniquity is controuled^ when cormp- 
tion is checked^ and the grievances of the 
fubjeâ redrcffcd by a patriot prince, the 
complaints of injured men will indeed be 
addrefied to the threne, but no murmur- 
ings againft it will ever be heard. The in- 
dignation of the fubjeâ will be pointed at 
jts proper objeât ; it wiH purfue the au- 
thors or public mifchief^while the good and 
ujpright Iovereign ftiil pbflciTes the aSèélions 
ot a grateful people. 

There is nothing, interpofed Joffiniinv 
more beautiful in theory^ than a prince at- 
tending to the movements of every minute 
wheel in thé great machine of government 
Sût the objefls are too complicated, and he 
Would be diftrafted by the roultipUcity of 
•views. To hear the complaints .of the fub- 
jeâ, and to examine things to the bottom^ 
fo as to decide in aH cafes with juftipe and 
moderation» woutd indeed be an illuftrious 
talk, trut it is gicatly above the powers of 
any prince whatever. 

Thole arc the phantoms of diflicuïty, pc- 
plled Beliiarius, that are conjured up to de« 
ter him from the ta(k '^ but tlioie phantoms», 
when examined with a fted^sifteye» difcover 
themfelves to be mere mockery^ and they 
vanifli. The art of governing, we (halLfee 
to mQrroW;^ is by no means, fo compKcatcd», 

a 
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as politic men would make us believe. 
Farcwel, my friends.. You fee how, of mf' 
own accord, I now engage myfelf more 
deeply in this difcuflion tnan I at firft in- 
tended. To rule ideal kingdoms is a kindi 
of caille- building which the imagioation of 
man is fond of indulging v and there are- 
few, i believe, who in their vifionary reigiv 
and their dreams of power,.do not, like my- 
iblf, think themielves capable of regulating 
the fate o£ empires. Political theories,, 
faid Juftinian, are often the delirious chi* 
tneras of the vulgar,, but they are, ^ the 
âme time, the noble fpeculations of the 
lage and the philofopher. 

The emperor withdrew, deeply impreiled: 
with the reâeâions and, the reafbnings * be 
had heard.. That very night at fupper, if: 
was obfcrvcd by his courtiers» chat the ftate 
never knew a better or more flourifhing; 
condition.. Without doubt,. (aid Juftinian,. 
addrefHng himfelf to the fiatteringitcain, the* 
empire muft: be in a flourifhing way, for 
you riot in abundance ; it muft be happ^' 
alfo, for you are difiblvedin eafe and luxu- 
ry. The people, in your eilimate, pais for 
a^ mere cypher, and the court with you is: 
deemed the empire. At thefe words they;' 
all looked down diicduntenanced. The re» 
mark of the emperor was thought to pro- 
ceed from that fpleen which had of late- 

overcaft his mind, 9a4 v^icih ihfy ^^ ^g^^^9 . 

G 5 ^ffu 
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was entirely occafioned by his late confer' 
rences with Tiberius. Tiberius, faid they,, 
is a young zealot, whofe imagination is 
overheated with the enthufiafoi of virtue 
and popular humanity. A man of that 
eharaâer is always dangerous at court ^ he 
mud be removed fix>m. the emperor*s prei-- 
fence^ 

CHAP. xn. 

TH E next day,, while the new intrigue 
at court was batching its defignsy 
the blind old heroi, and his two gucfts» 
refumed the thread of their difcourfe. 

The fovereign,. feid Belifarius, who 
means ^ to be a real,, and sot a nominal 
prince, ought to know how to reduce 
things to their mod fimple principles; His 
firft care fbould be to inform Jiimfelf of the 
true interefts of his people, and the^ condudt 
they expcâ: he ihould obferve. f That 
alone, faid Tiberias,, is a larjge field of con- 
templation. — But k is not a perplexed 
contemplation, faid Belifarius ; nothing can 

• be more fimple^ for the wants of an indi- 

* vidual are the wants of all, and each of us 
-knows intuitively, what is good and fit for 
the whole human ipedes. As for infbnce, 

faid 

t Smpir ojfim fia^tmry utiUtati hominum conju/ests 
Ujocietati^ CicciodcOff* 3.. 



i 
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faid he to the young man, if it were your 
lot to be employed in the labours of huf- 
bandry^ what would you expeét frçm the 
benevolence of your fovcreign ? — I ihouldi 
cxpcâ:, anfwercd Tiberius, fccurity for the 
fruits of my induftcy, and an unmolefted. 
ci^ht, after the dues of the crown were: 
paid, to enjpy my gertings with my wife: 
and children. I ûiould defire to be pro- 
tected in. my property againft fraud and 
xapine, and to fee myfelf and my family 
fafe from violence,, injuftice, and oppref- 
fion. — Very well! replied Belifariusj im 
that cpnfifts the whole : every citizen, ac- 
cording to his diftinftive rank,, requires; 
the fame,; and nothing . more. Now the 
prince, on his part, continiied Belifarius^ 
whatcioes he demand of his fubjeéls? — 
Obedience to his laws» neceffary fupplies,. 
and a proper force to fupport his own digr 
nity., and the authority of Government».— 
That again is fimple and juft, faid Belifa-p 
tius.With regard now to the people in their 
relation to one another, what are their re- 
ciprocal duties? — To. live in peace and: 
harmony, to injure no man,, to. leave to* 
every one the quiet pofleffion of his own, and: 
in all tranfaftions to prefcrve an honcft in- 
tercourfe and good faith.?— In that ftate of 
the cafe, my worthy friend, faid Belifarius,. 
wehavean epitome of human happinefs:: 
for that end you fee that law has no need. 

G 6 - tOi 
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to' be voluminaus. Twelve tables, at one 
time, comprized the laws of Rome ; and 
that time was at leaft as eligible as the pre- 
fcnt. What we call juft, is the ballance of 
what is ufeful, and the li(^uidatk>n of 
what is coming to each indmdual from 
the aggregate of public good. Let equity- 
ad juft this account, and the code which 
direâs it, need not be long. - But equity is 
now embroiled with complications,, that 
have fwelled to an unwieldy fize. This 
mifchief is owing to the capricious detail of 
an arbitrary di^pafitk>n> which fets up its 
own caprice in the place of law» and then^ 
makes the law as vague and uncertain as. 
that very caprice itfelf : it is owing to ac 
poor puGUanimity, that with follicitude 13- 
ever inventing new fnares to entangle civil 
liberty: it is owing to the pride and jea- 
loufy of power, which never thinks it cart 
make its weight fufficiently felt t and in 
ihort, it is owing to a vain délire of faper- 
intending a multiplicity of minute objeds^ 
which would all work themfelves clear, and 
be properly adjufted without any fuch fa- 
penntendence. A digeft has been made 
in the prefeot reign of edifts and decrees, 
without number; but after all, it is the 
fchool for lawyers, and not for the people ; 
vrhereas it is the people who ought to be 
inftruded in their duties and their rights. 
Every citizen ought, in the firfk inftancc, 

to 
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tè be his own judge : it is fit, therefore,, 
that every citizen (hould know diftinAly: 
and with precilion what is pre(crf5ed,f for- 
bid, and permitted by the law. To this 
end there need only be a few g(»od laws,, 
fimpfe, clear, fenfible, and eafy in their ap^ 
plication to the aérions of men. This 
would facilitate the adminiftration of 
juftice, and abridge the detail of fubtleties. 
that now entangle it. For when the rights, 
and the duties annexed tx> civil condu£t>, 
are iinivcrfally felt and undcrftood, the 
fubjeâ exults in his fecurity, and acquiefces 
in fubordination r he perceives the afcer- 
tained degree of political liberty, which he. 
gains in return for the refignation of his^ 
natural privileges to the authority of the 
ftate *^ and finding his own private advan-^ 
tage in the public fafety,. be learns to re^* 
vcrence the wifdotn of that inftitution^, 
which has united both in fo beautiful 2u 
conneâion^ I would a(k to what reafon 
is it'tQ be affigned, that the fubjeét is fo. 
often rcfraftory to the authority, of govern- 
ment ? It is becaufe the laws, which limit 
and abridge the liberty of the people, are 
ever expounded with rigour j while, on the 
other hand,, thofe which favour natural 
freedom, receive too often a negligent, a 
temporizing conftrudlion. But this abufe 

would 

+ Ligis virtus lac eft, imfiirarip, vHarir firmittfri^ 
fumirt, Fand. Lib. x. ?*• 3« ^ 
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would be eScâually remedied by the fair 
fimplicity of a popular code, or a fyftem- 
adapted to the capacity of the whole com- 
munity; from whence it would refuir, 
that thejudgesy obferving mankind fuf- 
ficiently inftruâed in. the rules of right» nay 
in a capacity, to appeal from, them to a 
known, precife,. and determinate la^r, would, 
be upon their guard not to make it com- 
ply with occafions, or to vary the fpirit o£ 
it according to their own difcretion. 

Of laws, which are defigned to entrench, 
upon the rights of the fubjeâ, thofe that 
fallen upon property are the word, and 
mod liable to-abufc They are not indeed 
levelled at the lives and liberties of the 
people -, but the hands of the people are 
never tied up, but witK an - intentioa to 
plunder them* Of the exceffcs^ moreover, 
committed by the oificers of tlie revenue,. 
there is fcarccly ever one that does not in? 
volve in it the crime of avarice. This 
then is the firft objcft to which the fo^ 
vereign's eye (hould be direûed 5 it fhauld 
be his firft care to eûablifh t)ie colle6tion 
of his taxes upoa the cleareft and mod in^ 
tclligible fyftem» While impofts are mul- 
tiplied, and the laws * that eftablifli the* 
taxation, continue vague, complex,, and 

uncertain i. 

• Siti imperalorihus *veSigaîiat non lege ae ratione^. 
Jed arbitratu imperatorum proeefferunu Ruling. Durif- 
kut, ac. vt^ig, r. R. 
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wioertaln ;. the adminiftration of this whole 
department will ever be captious, fraudu- 
lent^ and oppreflive. Thefc laws, there* 
fore, nuift he rendered as fimple as pof* 
fible; they muft be penned with accuracy 
and precifion ; and the tax itfelf, that in* 
difpenfible demand of government *, (hould 
be equal, eafy,. and founded ia the fitnefa. 
of things : it fhould be one general impoft, 
though varied in its application to fundry 
wife and good purpofes; and finally, ic 
(hould be uniform throughput the realm,, 
like the tribute or tythe which Sicily f 
paid with pleafure to the Romans, or Uke. 
that which was. levied in Afia, t in pro- 
portion to the annual increafe or lofs, and 
gained for Caefar, the author of it, the af* 
feéliqns of mankind Were the finances, 
thus regulated, Fraud would not be able 
to entrench itfelf in the labyrinths of law^ 
and tht || abfurdity of edicts : but the 
right eftablilhed upoa clear and fimple 

principles,. 

* ^oniam mptt quiei/me armiu nipu uirutHqugfini 
trihutis haBtri pd^ffitnt, Liv. lib* u 
t Qmnis agir Si cilia Decumanus» BuIIng. uhifupra^ 

I Vide A pp. De hello ci*u, lib. 5. Pro anni cofia 
fftl inopiâf uberiur (e^f Afiâ) *vel angu/iius- *ve3igal ex* 
^Qum eft^ Dio, lib, 45. 

II The emperors laid a duty upon urine f dufij ordure^ 
dead bodiesy/moke^. air.^ ^r. There were rights of the. 
f^rf, the hightuaj, Jhoragè^ duties upon carriages^ beafts 
tfbitrthen^l^c, et qua alia (fays Tacitus) exaéiiombus- 
illicit is rtomina publicanfinveneruttt.. Vide Buling, ukL 
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principles» would cany the deareft evidence^ 
of truth along with it,, and thi^ truth would 
draw the line to circumfcribe the power 
of the officers. Thus the laws of taxation, 
by ceafing to be arbitrary,, would ceaie to- 
be dcteftablc. 

You are aware, fàid the emperor, o£ the 
reafoning that encounters thefi? principles : 
make taxation £mple, and you reduce it at 
the fame thne. — I wi(h to do ib, replied Be- 

lifarius. But, refumed Juftinian, if the 

people are left too much at eafe, by a natu«» 
cal confequence they grow lazy, arrogant^ 
rebellious, and untraûablç. — Gracious Hea* 
ven ! exclaimed Belifarius ; will afluring 
to men the fruits of their labour, give thenr 
an averfion from industry ? Will men be* 
come rebels, becaufe their happinefs is fe- 
cured and promoted ? But the fear is, that 
they will prove arrogant ! Alas ! * I know 
that little tyrants would be glad to fee them 
crouch like flaves under the mafter^s lalb. 
But I would délire to know, to whom 
ifaould the fub}e& bend, while hid conduâ: 
is free from reproach or guik ? There is no- 
power on earth, but that of the laws and o£ 
the legal fovereign, to which an honed mem- 
ber of fociety owes any deference. I would- 
aflc further, Will ufurpation be as fure of 
having obedience paid to it, as will that 
inild authority, which creates for itfelf a 
kind of paternal empire over tjie hearts of 

fflea> 
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mefv, by work^ of beneficence, and by go* 
nerous deeds that caH for gratitude» afrec-v 
tion, and efteecn ? Believe me, I -know the 
charaâer ^the people r they are not what 
they are reprefented. ' Are they difpirited» 
Bay difafFeéted ? It is -owing to their grie* 
vances. Is their temper lowered ? acid are 
they, grown reluâanc to command i It is. 
becanfe they find thenilèlTf sfor ever acquire 
ing, and never Aire of pofieflbig. In iober 
fadnefs, this is the truth : but it is difco* 
loured with art ) defigning men dogmatize- 
on the ftib}e£t, and they endeavour to give- 
their falfliood the air and ianâion of ap«^ 
pearihg fyftematicak The orinci^le upoi» 
which they ground themfelves^ it, that 
the race of man lives in fiibArviency to a. 
very finatl part of the fpecies». and that the- 

world was made- fot the ufe of themifelvea^ 

• 

and a few leading metk — It is an iiK:onceiv«^ 
able pride, faid Juftinian, and yet a pride 
too common to the humaa mind. — Not 
i^ cotnmQn as you ims^ine, replied Beli« 
fariusi we hear it indeed often, but it is. 
from meft who are aâing a part } it is a (brt 
of paradox in politics that never had ono- 
finc<^ belteven I will venture to fay, there 
never yet exifted a perfon of connnon-ienfe^ 
however eminent his ftation,^^ who, upon a 
comparative view of himfelf and the peo- 
ple, who fupport, who nourifh, and defend 
him,, did not Ihrink back with humility tn«^ 
to him&lf y for he feels hi3. imbeciility, bis. 

ncQejQl»- 
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neceflities, and his ftate of dependence.. 
His pride js a malk, a mere aflumed cha- 
raâer ; but the miichief is^ he is fo prac* 
tiled in the character, that he has learned 
to play it well, and to impofe upon his au- 
dience. May Heaven prefcrvc your royal 
friend, my worthy Tiberius, from this fatal 
iilufion ! That be may bq effeâually pre- 
ièrrcd from it, direâ his attention to the 
early periods and primitive condition of ci- 
vil Ibciety : he \vill then obferve three claf- 
ies of men, each fubfifting in a ftate of reci- 
procal aid and dépendance : . the hulband- 
man, in the fird place^ employed in the 
cultivation of the earth for the fupport 06 
life ^ the artificer, fecondiy, whofe occupa-r 
tion it was to ^ive to the mstferials of tho 
earth their relative forms and fitnefs for ufe ;r 
and, thirdly, the ftatefman, or able politi-^ 
cian, who confccrated himfelf to the arts of 
government for the good (H-der and well-. 
being of ibciety. In this federal uo^ion not 
onç of .the parties is ufelefs or inaâivie : the 
advantage of mutual fuccour is circulated, 
in full exertion through all the members, ac- 
cording to the powers of each ; and thus, 
bodily force, labour, and indufti^y» intellec- 
tual ability, the faculties of the mind, fupe- 
xior talents, and eminent virtues, aU confpire 
and a£t in concert for the general good^ 
This order of things, fimple, natural, and 
cegubr as it may appear^ is the true analy- 
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Tis of government : thefe are the original 
forms into which political œconomy mufl: 
rcfoJve itfelf ; thefe the :firft principles ta 
which it is reducible. . . 

You cannot but ob&rve what an outrage 
it would be iagainft all good ibnfe and order» 
if any one of thefe claiTes Ihould revolt 
againft the others : yoju muft fee that they 
arc all equally dependant, and equally con^ 
ducivc to each odibr ;' and that if a prefe- 
rencetcan be afcribed to any one in particu- 
lar, it mufl to the hufbandman» inalmuch as 
the fupporc jof life is the firft great principle 
and defire of nature ; the art» therefore, 
that nourlihes man muft be the firft of arts« 
Butas this ajtjaccQmpliihes its end by me* 
thods cafy and. fure j . as it is expofed to na 
danger» and requires an exertion of the moft 
common and tordinary powers ; it is right 
that the more delicate arts, which demand 
talents» virtues, and the moft refined acquire- 
ments,» ihould meet with the higheft encour 
ragcment. For this reaibn, therefore, the 
arts that adminifter to the firit wants of 
life, will not be held in the greateft eftima- 
tion, and indeed they do not afpire to it. 
But inafmuch as it would be impolitic on 
the one hand, to over-rate them, fo it would 
be unjuft on the other, and repugnant to 
the interefts of humanity, to degrade them 
Wto contempt. 

Let 
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Let 3«>ur friend^ my good Tiberius, be 
upon his. guard ûgainSt the approacfafes of 
this ftupid dizain.: oo the concsary, it vilL 
behove him to cherilh^ as the nurfe c^ him- 
fdf and of hiiman kind, this too much 
defpifed, though excelkat and beneficial 
branch of indiiftry. Ic is jufty in the ar- 
rangement of things, that the peopk iboiild 
labour for the twa other clafîbs of fbdety,. 
which CO operate with them for the good 
e£ the whole, and contribute lacgely .to the 
iupport oS that power which fof nss the de- 
fence of the community. The dearth was 
ordained to iupply the nurture of man, and 
to thoie who encr^aie its ftFtUity, the firft. 
maintenance is due : this is juftice to the 
inifbandman } and the (ble, ia rating him 
to the charges of gov^mnf nt, muft be *-' 
cftrc^ul to la^ the tajc ijpon his redun^noes. 
only. If the f^le reeompMce of hard 
and unremitting; labour were no more thaa 
the mere privilege of leading an wide- 
firable and wretched lif<v the cultivators of 
the eartb could no longer be deemed a-psrt 
of the political aflbciation, but w^ùld' re- 
main in a date of fljuvery : their conditioa 
would be intolerable \ they woukl ru(h. 
from their rank,^ tura ord^r into anarchy, or 
elfe put a ftop to the prôpa^âtiiHi of fo ma-^ 
ny miferable beings» and & annihilâte the 
sank itfelf*. 

It 

• Thîfl was the maxim of Heiuy IV. of Enmce ;« 
and of all gpod kings.. 
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It muft be allowed, faid Juftinlan, that 
they <re too much deprefled ; but happily 
little is wanting to that race of men, enured 
as they are to penury and labour ! Beyond 
the excitements of appetite and the firll 
wants of nature th<ir ambition never rifes ; 
Jet them have bread, Md they have content 
•along with it. 

To fay the trUdi, my good neighbour, 
replied Belifarios, one would imagine that 
you had lived your days in courts, for yots 
are matter of the language. What you 
have now advanced, rings for ever in the ear 
of a prince, that he may be the more readi- 
ly induced to pillage his people, and that 
he may do it wirfiout remorfe. The people, 
it is true, have Dot the inordinate wants^ 
which luxury has created in the higher 
ranlts of life ; and therefore, they are more 
likely to be leafonable in ^heir complaints 
«and their demands. The more frugal and 
modeft their way df Itfe, the more fober and 
temperate their manners, the ftrortger is the 
preiumption that ii^hen they rcmonftrate 
their grievances, they do it with fuiBcient 
provocation. In the court dîdîonary, to 
want the neceflfaries of life implies the want 
of abUity to maintain twenty ^ifelefs horfes^ 
^nd as many idle drones m Mvery : in the 
hbneft meaning of the fimplc htlfband- 
man^ it is to want wherewitnali to nomifh 
A poor old iather, bending under years and 

in* 
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infirmities, to rear a little race of infants» 
whofe feeble arms are yet unfit for work, 
and to comfort a virtuous wife, who is either 
breeding or nurfing a new fubjeâ: of the 
ft ate } it is, in plain rural language, to want 
thefe things, and to want, befides, the pro- 
per feeds to depo6t.icx the ground, a well- 
ftored granary againft an hard feafon and a 
year of Icarcity, and in' age and in fickneis 
the comfort^, and the foccours, which weary 
nature has occafion for.- Oh ! npy friends, 
is it not manifeft that the fruits^ of agricul- 
ture are deftined in the firft place, and of 
juftice due to thofe who labour to make the 
earth more produftive ? The deftination is 
holy^ and ihould be kept more facred and 
inviolable than all the treafure in the depo- 
fitories of Janus. 

Alas! faid the emperor,. there. are times 
ef public calamity, when government may 
exert adifpenfipg power, and ftate-neceflity 
is then the law which rmpoCes new bur- 
thens and taxes on the people. 

It (liould be a cafe of; the l^ft extremity 
indeed, replied JBelifarius; jeve^ fuperfluity 
fhould be firft broughi: ^nto tk^'- common 
ftock, all refources Qiould be exhaufted^ and 
no way left of faving the ftate ibut by the 
xuin of the people. Tha^ ftate-neceflity I 
am M.ftrangertQ : the occaTion for that diu 
penfmg power I have nçvèr feen *. • But to 

^ Marcus Attrelias, in a preffing exigence, rather 
tlian overload the people with new taxes, fold the 
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teprefent thtn^ in their true point of light ^ 
do you know where the mifchief lies, that 
makes the honeft huibandman groan in mi- 
lery^? it refts with that fuperior clafs, as it — 1 
is called, who pafs aWay the hours in idlenefs / 
and ri6t : by thcmthe whole burthen f is 
. thrawivaipoh honeft induftry. They reap 
almoâ: all the advantages of the civil union, 
and yet contribute the lead to. its fupport ; 
they do nothing for the ftrength and dignity 
of.ihegovernrftent, which gives them fo 
moch eafe and enjoyment. They çcpay 
nothing for the . benefits they receive,, and ^ 
yet in their cafe it feems a privileged, an ho- 
nourable infolvency.'. Let this abufe be al- 
, together reformed : let the necefTary charge 
of government fall in juft proportions upon 
every aiemberofthe community ; let it be 
diffufed nhrough all oikiers of xnen, accord- 
ing to the means and abilities of each, and 
the burthen will then be light and equi- 
table. 

What has not been attempted, faid the 
emperor, in order to eftablilh thisjuft equa- 
lity fo much defired ? :|: Have not the De- 
r I . curions, 

. furniture of the imperial palace : Fa/a aurea^ uxoriam 
4ic fuam fericam et aurtam *veftem^ multa ornament a gem" 
marum ; ac per ituos nunfes venditto habita eft. Aurel. 

•Via. 

:|- Inveniuntur plurimi Jivitum, quorum trihuta fo* 
fulos neeant, Salv. iib. iv. 

Proprietaribut carevi {pauperes) et *viâtgaliiui ohru* 
itntur. Idem. lib. v« De Gui. Dii* 

t Cod, Leg, de Jiniona, 



I 
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would be eSèâually remedied by the fm 
fimplicity of a popular code, or a fyftem* 
adapted to the capacity of the whole com- 
munity; from whence it would refulc, 
that thejudgeSy obferving , mankind fuf- 
ficiently inftruâed in. the rules of right» nay 
in a capacity, to appeal from . them to a 
known, precife,. and determinate law, would 
be upon their guard not to make it com- 
ply with occafions, or to vary the fpuit of 
it according to their own difcrecipn. 

Of laws, which are defigned to entrench, 
upon the rights of the fubjeâ, thofe that 
fallen upon property are the word, and 
moll liable taabufe.. They are, not indeed 
levelled at the lives and liberties of the 
people V but the hands of the people are 
never tied up, but witK an : intehtioa to 
plunder them* Of the exceflcs^ moreover, 
committed by the oificers of tlie revenue,, 
there is fcarcely ever one that does not in? 
volve in it the crime of avarice. This 
then is the firft objeft to which the fo* 
vereign's eye fliould be djreûcd j it fhould 
be his firft care to eûablifh tjie colle6tion 
of his taxes upoa the cleareft and mod in<» 
telligible fyftem» While impofts are mulr 
tiplied, and the laws * that eftablifli the 
taxation, continue vague, complex,, and 

uncertain;. 

• Siti imperalorihus 'veSitgaliat non lege ac rationi^. 
fed arbitratu impratorum froeefferunu Buling. DaJriT- 
but, ac 'veaig. P. R. 
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wicertain ; the adminiftration of this ivhole 
department will ever be captious, fraudu- 
lent^ and opprefllve. Thefe laws, there-- 
fore, nuiil he rendered as fimple as pof- 
fible; they muft be penned with accuracy. 
and precifion ; and the tax itfelf, that in-^ 
difpenfible demand of government *, (hould 
be equal, eafy,. and founded la the fitnefa. 
of things : it fhould be one general impoft, 
though varied in its application to fundry 
wife and good purpofes; and finally, ic 
(hould be uniform throughput the realm,, 
like the tribute or tythe which Sicily -f 
paid with pleafure to the Romans, or like 
that which was. levied in Afia, t in pro- 
portion to the annual increafe or lofs, and 
gained for Caefar, the author of it, the af« 
feéliqns of mankind» Were* the finances. 
thus regulated. Fraud would not be able 
to entrench itfelf in the labyrinths of law,, 
and tht || abfurdity of ediâs : but the 
right eftablilhed upoa clear and fimple 

principles,. 

• ^oniam mptt quieijme armih ntfui utrufhquefint 
tri butts hahtri pàffitnt, Liv. lib. U 

f Omnis agir Si cilia Decumanus. Buling. ubi/upra», 

X Vidt A pp. De belh ci*v, lib, 5. Pro anni cofia 
'vel inopia^ uberiur fe^ Afia) *uel anguflius *ve3igal ex» 
aÛumr eft^ Dio. lib. 45-. 

II The imperurslaid a duty uppn urintf dufij ordure^ 
dead bodies i /moke ^. air.^ l^c. There were rights of the. 
tur/\ the b/gbtuaj, Jhoragèy duties upon carriages^ beafts 
cf burthen^ t^c. et qua alia (fays Taeitus) exa^ionibus^ 
Uiicitis nomina publscanfinv$ntruttt., F$d$ Buling, uki. 
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neceflities, and his ftate of dependence.^ 
His pride \s a malk, a mere aflumed cha* 
xzâcr ; but the -miichief is, he is fo prac- 
tiled in the character, that he has learned 
to play it well, and to impofe upon his au- 
dience. May Hnven prefcrvc your royal 
friend, my worthy Tiberius, from this fatal 
illufion ! That be may be cffeâ:ually pre- 
iènrcd from it, direâ his atttocion to the 
early periods and primitive condition of ci- 
vil fociety : he will then x)bferve three claf- 
ies of men, each fubfifting in a ftate of reci- 
procal aid and dépendance : . the hufband- 
man, in the firH place^ employed in the 
cultivadon of the earth for the fupport o£ 
life <; the artificer, fecondly, whofe occupa-r 
tion it wa& to give to themstfërîaU of the^ 
earth their relative forms and fitnefs for ufev 
and, thirdly, the ftatefman, or able poIiti-< 
cian, who confecrated himfelf to the arts of 
government for the good (H-der and well- 
being of ibciety. In this federal union not 
onç of. the parties is ufelefs or inaflivie : the 
advantage of mutual fuccour is circulated 
in full exertion through all the members, ac- 
cording to the powers of each ; and thus, 
bodily force, labour, and indufti^y» intellec- 
tual ability, the faculties of the miod^ fupe- 
xior talents, and eminent virtues, aU confpire 
and a£t in concert for the general good. 
This order of things, fimple, natural, and 
cegubr as. it may appear^ is the true analy- 
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fis of government : thefe are the original 
forms into which political œconomy mufl: 
refolve itfclf j thefe the firft principles ta 
i^hich it is reducible. . . 

You cannot but ob&rve what an outrage 
it would be againft all good fenfe and order» 
if any one ,of thefe claiTes Ihould revolt 
againft the others : yoju mud fee that they 
are all equally dépendant, and equally con^ 
ducivc to each othbr ;' and that if a. prcfe- 
rencetcan be afcribed to any one in particu« 
lar, it mud to the hufbandman» inaimuch as 
the fupport jof life is the firft great principle 
and' defire of nature ; the art» therefore, 
that nouriihes man muft be the firft of arts« 
Butas this art^accompliflies its end by me- 
thods eafy and fyre ; . as it is expofed to na 
danger, and requires an exertion of the moft 
common and rOrdinary powers ; it is right 
that the more delicate arts, which demand 
talents, virtues, and the moft refined acquire- 
ments,' (hould meet with the htgheft encour 
ragexnent» For this reafbn» therefore, the 
arts thaï adminifter to the ficft wants of 
life, will not be held in the greateft cftima- 
tion, and indeed they do not afpire to it. 
But inafmuch as it would be impolitic on 
the one hand» to over-rate them, to it would 
be unjuft on the other, and repugnant to 
the interefts of humanity, to degrade them 
k\to contempt. 

Let 
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Let your friead^ my good Tiberias, he: 
upon his. guard agaifidft |he approaches o€ 
this ftupid di^am.: oo the contrary, it wilL 
behove him to cherifli^ as the nurfe of him* 
felf and of. human kind, this too much» 
defpifed, though exceUent and beneficial 
branch of induftry. It is juft,. in the ar* 
rangement of things, that the people fkovAdt 
labour for the twa other clafles of fociety,, 
which CO operate with them for the good 
€^ the whole^ and conta-ibuDe largely ^xo the- 
fupport oS that power which forms the de- 
fence of the community* The dearth wag: 
ordained to iupply the nurture of man, and 
10 thoie who encreale its IcnUky, the firlt. 
maintenance is due ; this is juAice to the 
ikufbandmanj and the ftate, la rating iiinv 
to the charges of gov^iunf At» mufl: be ^ 
careful to lay the tay upon his redundances^ 
only. If the fy\t reeompence of hard 
and unremitting kbour were oo more thaa 
the mere privilege of leading an* unde- 
firable and wretched, life^ the cultivators^ x>f 
the earth could no longer be deemed a^part 
of the political aflbciation, but would re- 
main in a ^e of (liivery t their conditioa 
would be intolerable \ they would rufh. 
from their rank^ turn ord^r into anarchy, or 
elfe put a ftop to the propagation of fo ma-^ 
ny miferablç beings, and to annihilate the 
lank itfelf*. 

It 

• This was the maxim of Heniy, IV. of Eraace.;; 
^f all good kings*. 
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It tnuft be allowed, faid Juftinian, that 
they ire too much depreflfed ; but happily 
little is wanting to that race of men, enured 
as they are to penury and labour ( Beyond 
the excitements of appetite and the firft 
wants of nature th<ir ambition never rifes ^ 
Jet them have bread, and they have content 
•along with it. 

To fay the truth, my good neighbour, 
replied Belifarius^ one would imagine that 
you had lived your days in courts, for yovi 
are mafter o( the language. What you 
have now advanced, rings for ever in the ear 
«of a prince, that he may be the more readi- 
ly induced to pillage his people, and that 
he may do it without remorfe. The people, 
it i3 true, have not the inordinate wants» 
which luxury has created in the higher 
ranks (^life ; and therefore, they are more 
likely to be reafonable in their complaints 
'and their demands. The more frugal and 
modeft their way cf life, the more fober and 
temperate their manners, the ftronger is the 
pre/umptbn that ^hen they rcmonftrate 
their griévantes, they do it with fufficienc 
provocation. In the court dîûtonary, to 
want the neceflTaries of life implies the want 
of ability to maintain twenty itfelefs horfes, 
«and as many tdle drones in livery : in the 
honeft' meaning of the fitnpte hiifband^ 
man, it is to want whe^rewitnal to notrrifh 
4 poor old father^ bending under years and 

in* 
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inBrmities, to rear a little race of in&nts» 
- whofe feeble arms are yet unfit for work, 
and to comfort a virtuous wife, who is either 
breeding or nurûng a new fubjeâ of the 
ilate •) it is, in plain rural language», to want 
thefe things, and to want, befides, the pro- 
per feeds to dépolit. ia the ground, a \st11- 
ilored granary againft an hard feafon and a 
yearof fcarcity, and in' age and in ficknefs 
the comfcHTt^, and the fuccours, which weary 
nature has occafion for.- Oh ! niy friends, 
is it not manifeft that the bruits of agricul- 
ture are deftined in the firft place, and of 
judice due to thofe who labour to make the 
earth more productive ? The deftination is 
holy^ andi fhquld be kept more facred and 
inviolable than all the-treafure in the depo- 
fitories of Janus. 

Alas ! faid the emperor,. there. ar€ times 
ef public calamity, when governmeitt may 
exert adifpendng power, and ftate-neceflity 
is then the law which rmpoies new bur- 
thens and taxes on the. people* 

It (hould be a cafe of ^ the l^ft extremity 
indeed, replied Belifarius; £^eiy fuperfluity 
ihould be firll broughi: ^o t^c^ common 
flock, alt refources (hould be exhauited, and 
no way left of faving the ilate ibu( iby the 
xuin of the people. Tha^ ftate-neccflity I 
am «i.iiranger to : the occalloa for that dii* 
penfmg pqwer I have never feen f. ♦ But to 

... « . ' . . • * 

^ Marcus Âurelias, in a preffing exigence, rather 
tlian overload the people with new taxes, fold tbc 
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r^prefènt thîn^ in their true point of light 1 
do you know where the mifchief lies, that 
makes the honeft hufbandman groan in mi- 
' fery^? Jt refts with that luperior clafs, as it --1 
is called, who pafs aWay die hours in idlenefs / 
:and riot : by thcmthe whole burthen f is 
.thrawTVAipoii honeft induftry. They reap 
'.almoâall the advantages of the civil union, 
and. yet contribute the lead to. its fupport ; 
• they do nothing for the ftrength and dignity 
of.the governritent, Wthich gives them fo 
.mscb eafe and enjoyment. They repay 
nothing for the. benefits they receive, and ^ 
yet in their caie it feems a privileged, an ho- 
nourable infoivency.i Let this abufe be al- 
. together reformed : let the neceflary charge 
, of government fall in juft proportions upon 
every member of .the community ; let it be 
difiufed through all ocders of xnen, accord- 
ing to the means and abilities of each, and 
the burthen will then be light and equi- 
. table. 

What has not been attempted, faid the 

emperor, in order to eftablifli this juft equa- 

. lity fo much defired ? ^ Have not the De- 

r I . curions, 

. furniture of the imperial palace : Fa/a aurea, uxoriam 

4ic fuam Jericam et auream 'veftemt multa ornament a gem-' 

' marum ; ac pet duos nunfes venditto habita eft, Aurel. 

•Via. 

+ Invtniunlur plurimi dt*uitum, quorum trihuta fo* 
fulos necant. Salv. lib. iv. 

Proprietaribus tarent {pauperes) et *veâigaliiut oiru» 
mntur. Idem. lib. V« De Gub* Dit* 

X Cod, Leg, de Xnnonâ. 
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inBrmities, to rear a little race of rn&nts> 
whofe feeble arms are yet unfit for work, 
and to comfort a virtuous wife, who is either 
breeding or nur&ng a new fubjcâ: of the 
ilate } it is, in plain rural language», to want 
thefe things, and to want, befides, the pro- 
per feeds to depoQt.ia the ground, a i^tU- 
ilored granary againft an hard feafon and a 
year of Icaiicity, and in' age and in ficknefs 
the comfcHTt^, and the foccQurs, which weary 
nature has occafion for.- Oh \ rtiy friends, 
is it not manifeft that the bruits* of agricul- 
ture ar^ deftined in. the firft place, and of 
judice due to diofe who labour to make the 
earth more productive ? The deftination is 
holy^ and fhquld be kept more facred and 
inviolable than all the-treafure in the depo- 
fitories of Janus. 

Alas! faid the emperor,. there. are times 
ef public calamity, when government may 
exert a difpenfmg power, and ftate-neceflity 
is then the law which rmpo(es new bur- 
thens and taxes on the people. 

It (iiould be a cafe of ^ the l^ft extremity 
indeed, replied Belifarius; £yeçy fuperfluity 
ihould be firll brought ^o thç: common 
flock, aH refources fhould be exhauited^ and 
no way left of faving the flate ibu( iby the 
xuin of the people. Tha^ fta^-nëccflity I 
amM.iiranger.to : the occaIIon;for that dif* 
pcnfmg pqwer I have never fcen f . •. But to 

^ Marcus Âurelias, in a preffing exigence» rather 
Aan overload the people with new taxes, fold the 
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wprefent things in tbdr true point of light 1 
dp you know where the mifchief lies^ that 
makes the honeft hufbandman groan in mi- 

• fery^? it refts with that fuperior clafs, as it 
is called, who pafs aWay die hoursin idlenefs j 

:aad riot : by thcmthe whole burthen f is 

.throcwTvoipoh honeft induftry. They reap 

. aliDoftall the advantages of the civil union, 

and. yet contribute the lead to. its fupport* ; 

• they donottûng for the ftrength and dignity 

• of.iche. governriteot, w<hich gives them fo 
.moch eafe and enjoyment. They çepay 
aiothtng for the. benefits they receive», and ^ 
yet in their caie it feem^ a privileged, an ho- 
nourable infoivency/. Let this abufe be al- 

. together reformed : let the neceflary charge 

.of government fall in juft proportions upon 
every member of »the community ; let it be 

. difiufed through all ocders of mm^ accord- 
ing to the means and abilities of each, and 
the burthen will then be light and equi- 

. table. 

What has not been attempted, faid the 
emperor, in order to eftabliih this juft equa- 
lity fo much dcfired ? J Have not the De- 

r. • curions, 

. furniture of the imperial palace : Fa/a aurea, uxoriam 

4ic fuam Jnicam et ant tarn mtfiem^ multa ornament a gem- 

' marum ; ac fst duos menfes vendith habita eft. Aurel. 

•Via. . - 

+ Inveniunlur plurimi dtvitum, quorum trihuta fo* 
fulos necant» Sal v. lib, iv. 

Proprietaribus carent {pauperes) et *veâtgaliius oiru^ 
sntur. Idem. lib. v« De Gub* Dit* 

X Cod, Leg, de Annonâ* 
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aurions» who were bàfe enoii|^ in the aâ^- 

ment c^ the cities commicced to them, to 

-'Over-rate fome, in tarder to gire undue ex- 

emptions to others g, been adjudged by the 

law to be burnt aUve ? 

Aks ! rqptied Beliiatius, I know that licàe 
favour is fhewn tx> thofe unhaf>py wretches. 
For not fufficiently grinding aie face of the 
poor, the7. arc laid in irons, iinmercifuUy 
fcourged and buffeted, ^and perfecuted un- 
der the name of Juftiçe, with ereryi barba- 
rity, till they envy even ^^thc lotof flaves^ 
But for the Mgents of i^ovinces, for pro- 
confuls, and other miniftèrs, are there rods 
and dungeons ready ? And luppofing there 
were, of what ufe are pains and penalties^ 
while the mcmth of Complaint is flopped, 
«and the criés cf Mifery ^re fuâbcated ? l.et 
3aws abate of their &vérity, fo they have a 
. irce *Gaur(e) and injured mca are peimkted 
«to profecute their legaL remedy. 

The liberty to complain of grievances, 
Taid -JuQinian, has been the right of the 
people in aU periods. . . 

It has fo, replied Beli&Hits, it is a conili- 
tutiohal right, but the exercife of it has 
depended upon the will and pteafure of fub- 
ordinate tyrants, f Have not, attempts been 
made to attach the perfons of preficjents 

and 

fl CoJ. lib. i. Je Cenfih. 

• Traité de t*Orig. iu gou*o, Pr, 

t TraitédifOrig. du gou^* Fr* 
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and prefers, that cities and provinces might 
be at liberty CO appeal to the court for a 
redre6 of injuries, in which thofc very men 
were either principals or acconipliccs I And 
could any method be taken more fure of 
procuring impunity for the offenders ? The 
law dire&s its minifters -f- to prevent vio« 
lence and exactions ; and thofe very mini* . 
fters are the party accufed. The law im- 
pofes a religious duty upon the governors 
of provinces t to protedk the weak from the 
oppreffion of the ftronger 5 and thofe very 
governors have at once the means of op* 
preQing, and even the power of doing it 
AJnder the fanftion of that very law which 
forbids them ||. The law defines the grofs 
fum of the tax ; but prefidents and pro- 
confuls make the afleffment upon indivi- 
duais-l-j and they never want fophiftry to 
give a colour to their exaftions. The law 
gives' a right of citing the tools and little 
inftruments of the governor before the go- 
vernor himfelf * ; but from his tribunal 
there lies no J appeal to the ftivereign, and 

• f IlUcitas txaâiontSi W nfUlentias fa£ias et txtortas 
r. mtiu fvenditiones^ ISfV. prohibeat prafa provincial 
Pand. Ii6/i,tit, 18. 

X Ne potentiores viri humiîîores irtjuriis affciant^ ad 
religionem prajidit proitincia ptrtinet. Ibid. 

II ^i uni'ver/as provincias regunt,jusgltidii bahent^ lb, 
. 4 Novell. 28. 

• Det Qperam judex ut pratorium fuum ipfi eomponat* 
Cod. Theod. lib. i. ///• 10. 

t Non poteji a prafeêiis pratorio upellari. Credidie 
ittim princeps eçs, fui ob Jtfigularem indufiriam, fxpkra- 

H thU, 
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principles, would carry the cleared evidence^ 
of truth along with it^ and that truth would' 
draw the iine to circumfcribe the power 
ef the officers. Thus the laws of taxation, 
by ceaiing to be arbitrary,, would ceaie to* 
be det^ftabfe. 

You arc aware, faid the emperor, of the 
reafoning that encounters theiê principles : 
make taxation (impie, and you reduce it au 
the fame time. — I wifli to do fo, replied Be- 

lifarius. But, refumed Juftinian, if the 

people are left too much at eafe, by a natu<» 
cal confcquence they grow lazy, arrogant^ 
rebellious, and untra£lable. — Gracious Hea* 
vcn 1 exclaimed Belifarius ; ^iU afluring 
to men the fruits of their labour, give themr 
an averfion from industry ? Will men be- 
come rebels, bccaufe their happinefs is fe- 
cured and promoted ? But the fear is, that 
they will prove arrogant ! Alas ! I know 
that little tyrants would be glad te fee them 
crouch like flaves under the mafter's lalh* 
But I would defire to know, to whom 
fiiould the fubjeék bend, while his conduâ: 
is free from reproach or guik î There is no< 
power on earth, but that of the laws and of 
the lesal Tovereign^ to which an honed mem- 
ber of fociety owes any deference* I would^ 
aflc further, Will ufurpation be as fure of 
having obedience paid to it, as will that 
mild authority, which creates for itfelf a 
kind of paternal «mpire over Uie hearts of 

men>. 
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What would you do in fuch a cafe, faid 
the emperor ? I would liften, replied Bcli- 
farius, to the outcries of the injured, and 
proud oppreflion Ihould tremble for ica 
guilr. 

There is, among the various inftitutions 
cftabliflied by the princes of the empire, one 
that I reverence^ and fervently wifti to fee 
enforced according to the true principles 
and fpirit of its defign. When in the num- 
ber of perfons, to whom the authority of go- 
vernment is delegated, I perceived a fet of 
officers fcnt into the provinces * with fpccial 
powers to hear the complaints of the peo- 
ple, in order to tranfmit a memorial of grie- 
vances ta the emperor, I felt my heart ex* 
pand with the fpirit of Humanity. My 
vows are offered up, my confiant prayers, 
that the prince may give that important of-'' 
fice all its weight and dignity ; that hé may 
nominate to fo glorious an employment his 
ftleft and moft virtuous friends, the men 
of approved integrity and honour; that 
amidft the awful pomp of religious ceremo- 
ny, he may receive, at the foot of the altar^ 
the folemn oath, by which the chofen pa- 
triots fhall bind themfelves to their prince, 
their country, and their God, never to be- 
tray the intcrcfls of the weak and helplefs to 
the pride and arrogance of domineering 
fpirits ; that he may each year depute this 

H 2 honefl 

• They were called CvKixysu • 
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necefTities, and his date of jdependencfcv 
His pride 4s a maik, a mere aflumed cha- 
radier ; but the -rniichief is, he is fo prac* 
tiled in the character, that he has learned, 
to play it well, and to impofe upon his au-- 
dience. May H^ven preferve your royal 
friend, my worthy Tiberius, from this fatal 
illufion ! That be tnay bq eâfeûually pre- 
fcrved from ii, direâ his attention to the 
early periods and primitive condition of ci- 
vil fociety : he will thenobferve three claf- 
fes of meii, each fubfifting in a ftate of reci- 
procal aid and dépendance : . the hulband- 
man, in the firft place^ employed in the 
cultivadon of the ^arth for the fupport oi 
life *; the artificer, fecondly, whofe occupa-» 
tion it was to ^ive to themâicerials of the^ 
earth their relative forms and fitnefs for ufe v 
and, thirdly, the ftatefnuan, or able politi-<^ 
cian, who confccrated himfelf to the arts o£ 
government for the good cMrder and well*. 
being of fociety. In this federal union not 
one of .the parties is ufelefs or inaâivie : the 
advantage of mutual fuccour is circulated, 
in full exertion through all the members, ac* 
cording to the pawers of each ; and thus, 
bodily force, labour, and induftry, intellec- 
tual ability, the faculties of the mind^ fupe- 
dor talents, and eminent virtues, aU confpire 
and a£t in concert for the general good^ 
This order of things, (impie, natural, and 
segular as. it may appear^ is the true analy* 
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(h of gbverntnent : thefe are the original 
forms ioco which political œconomy muflb 
refolve itfelf j thefe thcifirft principles to 
^hich it is reducible. .. . 

You cannot but ob&rvewhat an outrage 
it would be againfl: all good (bnfe and order» 
if any one .of thefe claiTes fhould revolt 
againft the others : yôja mud fee that they 
are all equally dependant, and equally con** 
duciveto each odibr t' and that if a prefe- 
rence<can be afcribed to any one in particu- 
lar, it mud to the huibandman, inalînuch as 
the fupport .of life is the firft great principle 
and' defirc of nature ; the art» therefore, 
that nouriihes man muft be the firfl: of arts« 
But as this art^accomplifhes its end by me* 
thod$ eafy and'fi^re ; . as it is expofed to na 
danger, and requires an exertion of the moft 
common and ^ordinary powers *, it is right 
that the more delicate arts, which demand 
talents, virtues, and the moft refined acquire- 
ments,' (hould meet with the higheft encour 
ragement. For this reafon, therefore, the 
arts that adminifter to the ficft wants of 
life, will not be held in the greatell eftima- 
tion, and indeed they do not afpire ta it. 
But inafmuch as it would be impolitic on 
the one hand, to over-rate them, io- it would 
be unjuft on the other, and repugnant to 
the interefts of humanity, to degrade them 
kxto contempt. 

Let 
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neceffities, and his ftate of .dependenQ?;^ 
His pride js a inalk, a mere aflumed cha* 
rafter ; but the .milchief is, he is fo prac- 
tiled in the character, that he has learned, 
to play it well, and to impofe upon his au-- 
dience. May H^ven preferve your royal 
friend, my worthy Tiberius, from this fatal 
illufion ! That be may bç eflFeftually prc- 
fcrved from il, dircft: his attention to the 
early periods and primitive condition of ci- 
vil fociety : he will theaobferve three claf- 
fes of men, each fubfifting in a (tate of reci- 
procal aid and dépendance : . the hulband-. 
man, in the firft place^ employed in the 
cultivation of the ^arth for the fupport oi 
life ^ the artificer, fecondly, whofe occupa^ 
tion it wa]s to ^ive to the-màjcërials of the^ 
earth their relative forms and fitnefs for ufe v 
and, thirdly, the ftatefnuan, or able politi-^ 
cian, who confecrated himfelf to the arts o£ 
government for the good cMrder and well-; 
being of fociety. In this federal uojon noc 
onç of .the parties is ufelefs or inaftivie : the 
advantage of mutual fuccour is circulated, 
in full exertion through all the members,ac« 
cording to the powers of each % and thus, 
bodily force, labour, and induftry, intellec- 
tual ability, the faculties of the mind^ fupe- 
dor talents, and eminent virtues, aU confpire 
and a£t in concert for the general good^ 
This order of things, fimple, natural, and 
segular as. it may appeai:, is the true analy* 
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fis of gbverntnënc : thefe are the original 
forms ioco which political œconomy muQ: 
refolve itfelf ; thefé the:firfi: principles to 
which it is reducible. . . 

You cannot but ob&rve what an outrage 
it would be àgainft all good (bnfe and order» 
if any one ,of thefe claiTcs flxould revolt 
againft the others : yoja mud fee that they 
are all equally dependant, and equally con** 
ducive to each odibr t' and that if a^ prefe- 
renceican be.afcribed to any one in particu- 
lar, it mud to the huibandman» inalînuch as 
the fupport x)f life is the firft great principle 
and defire of nature ; the art» therefore^ 
that aouriihes man muft be the firfl: of arts« 
Butas this art-accomplifhes its end by me* 
thod9 eafy and. fi^re ; . as it is expofed to nty 
danger, and requires an exertion of the moft 
common and :Ordtnary powers •, it is right 
that the more delicate arts, which demand 
talents, virtues, and the moft refined acquire- 
ments^ (hould meet with the higheft encour 
ragement. For this reafon» therefore, the 
arts thaï adminifter to the firft wants of 
life, will not be held in the greateft eftima- 
tbn, and indeed they do not afpire to it. 
But inafmuch as it would be impolitic on 
the one hand, to over-rate them, fo it would 
be unjuft on the other, and repugnant to 
the interefts of humanity, to degrade them 
kito contempt. 

Let 
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Let your frieadi. my good Tiberius, he: 
upon Kis. guard àgaia&, the approaches o€ 
this ftupid di^am.: .00 the OMitrary, tt wilt 
behove him to cherifli^ as the nurfe of him* 
felf and of hiiman kind, this toa muclh 
defpî^d, though excellent and beneficial 
branch of induftry. It is juft,. m the ar* 
rangement of things, that the people (hould^ 
labour for the twa other clafles of fodety», 
which CO operate with them for the good 
e{ the whole, and concribuDe largely so the- 
fupport oS that power which forms the de- 
fence of the community^ The 4earth was: 
ordained to iupply the nurture of man, and' 
10 thoie who encreale its lenttky, the firft. 
maintenance is due : this is juAice to tbc:^ 
]hi(bandmanj and the ftate, la rating iiinv 
10 the charges of govieriuiif at, muft be ^ 
careful to lay the tax upon his r^dundanoes^ 
only. If the fy\t reeompence of hard 
and unremitting kbour were no more thaa 
the mere privilege of leading an* wide- 
firable and wretcheid. life,, the cultivators 4of 
the earth could no longer be deemed a^pare 
of the political aflbciation, but would re- 
main in a. ^e of fliivery : their cooditioa 
would be intolerable \ they w<ould ruih. 
from their rank, turn order into anarchy, or 
elfe put a ftop to the propagation of ù> ma- 
ny miferabls beings» and to annihilate the 
sank itfelf.. 

It 

• Th» was the mssdm of Heniy, I V. of Erance.;; 
aad of all good kings*. 
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It muft be allowed, faid Juftinian, that 
they «re too much depreflfed ; but happily 
little is wanting to that race of men, enured 
as they are to penury and labour i Beyond 
the excitements of appetite and the firft 
wants of nature th^ir ambition never rifes ^ 
Jet them have bread, and they have content 
along with it. 

To fay the truth, my good neighbour, 
replied Belifarius, one would imagine that 
you had lived your days in courts, for yots 
are mafter of the language. What you 
have now advanced, rings for ever in the ear 
of a prince, that he may be the more readi- 
ly induced to pillage his people, and that 
he m^' do it without remorfe. The people, 
it is true, have not the inordinate wants^ 
which luxury has created in the higher 
ranks of life ; and therefore, they are more 
likely to be reafonable in their complaints 
4ind their demands. The more frugal and 
modeft their way df life, the more fober and 
temperate their manners, the ftrortger rs the 
pr^/umptibn that ^hen they rcmonftrate 
their griévanees, they do it with fufEcienc 
provocation. In the cowt difttonary, to 
want the neceiTaries of life implies the want 
of ability to maintain twenty ufelefs horfes^ 
and as many idle drones m livery : in the 
hdneft meaning of the fimple hi^fband- 
man^it is to want whete^itnstl to notnrifh 
à poor old ùthcr^ bending under years and 

in- 
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infirmities, to rear a little race of inBntS) 
• whofe feeble arms are yet unfit for work, 
and to comfort a virtuous wife, who is either 
breeding or nurfing a new fubje£t of the 
ilate ; it is, in plain rural language^ to want 
thefe things, and to want, befides, the pro- 
per feeds to depoGt.ia the ground, a well- 
{tored granary againft an hard feafon and a 
year of fcarcity, and in' age and in ficknefs 
the comfcKts, and the fuccours, which weary 
nature has occafion for.- Oh ! iriy friends, 
is it not manifeft that the ^f uits- of agricul- 
ture are deftined in the firft place, and of 
judice due to thofe who labour to make the 
earth more productive ? The deftination is 
holy^ and fhquld be kept more facred and 
inviolable than all the-treafure in the depo- 
fitories of Janus« 

Alas ! faid the emperor,; there. are times 
ef public calamity, when government may 
exert a difpenfing power, and ilate- neceflity 
is then the law which impo(es tiew bur- 
thens and taxes on the peoplie. 

It (iiould be a cafe of ^ the l^ft extremity 
indeed, replied JBelifarius; A^ei;y fuperfluity 
Ihould be firfl: brought into t^e: common 
ftock, all refources fhould be exhauited^ and 
no way left of faving the flate Jbut by. die 
Tuin of the people. Thaf fta£e-nèce0ity I 
am .a;ftranger to : the occaHonfor that dif* 
penfmg pqwer I have never feenf.* But to 

' : . T^ 

"^ Marcus Aurelios, in a preffing exigence, rather 
tlian overload the people with new taxes, fold the 
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t^prefent things in their true point of light % 

do you know where the mifchief lies^ that 

makes the honeft huibandman groan in mi- 

•fery^? Jtrefts with that luperior clafs, as it — i 

is called, who pafs aWay the hours in idienefs / 

:and riot : by thcmthe whole burthen f is 

.thrawn-oipoh honeft induftry. They reap 

' aliDoftall the advantages of the civil union, 

and yet contribute the leaft to. its fupport •, 

• they do nothing for the ftrength and dignity 

• of.ihe governrfteot, w<hich gives them fo 
.mocb eafe and enjoyment. They repay 
nothing for the. benefits they receive, and ^ 
yet in their cafe it feems a privileged, an ho- 
nourable infolvency/. Let this abufe be al- 

, together reformed : iet the neceiTary charge 

, of government fall in jud proportions upon 
cvety member of the community ; let it be 
difiufed through all ocders of men, accord- 
ing to the means and abilities of each, and 
the burthen will then be light and equi- 

. table* 

What has not been attempted, faid the 
emperor, in order to eftablifh this juft equa- 
lity fo much defired ? :|; Have not the De- 

cl curions, 

. fursiture of the imperial palace : J^a/a aurea, uxêriam 

^c fuam fericam et aurtam fveftem^ multa ornament a gim^ 

' miorum i ac fer duos nunfts venditto habita eft. Aurel. 

•Via. 

r)* Invtniuntur plurimi di^vitum^ quorum trihuta fo* 
fulos neeant. Salv. lib, iv. 

Prcprietaribus tarent {pauperes) et «veâigaliius oiru» 
mntur. Idem. lib. v« Dt Gub* Dit, 

J Cod, Leg, de Annonâ* 



I 
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former -, for virtue may be ccRinterfeit, but 
the cbaraéter of ^ice is feldcm aâed. As 
ibon as it appears, you may believe it ge-> 
miine. For example. If I were a king, the 
man who once fhould dare to talk with coH'- 
tempt of my people, with levity of the du- 
ties of my ftation, or fhould attempt to var-- 
nifli with flattery the abufe of my preroga- 
tive, that man (houki never rank in the lift 
of my friends. Moreover, to an bbfervant . 
eye, that marks the ways of the world, there 
are never wanting certain traces of charac- 
ter, which, through the veil of diflimula- 
tiôn, betray the habitual fentinient, and de^ 
velope the inward man. I have heard mucb 
e£ the profound impofture of courtiers : but 
ifnpofture is as well known as candour it- 
felr ; and fhould the fovereign be impofed 
upon, liie public voice will' undeceive him^ 
liCt him therefore give his efteem and con- 
fidence to the worthy, and he will be furc 
to be properly informed in every delibera- 
tion : for truth and virtue will then fit. at 
his council-board. 

But do you confider, faid the emperor,, 
what a number of the good and virtuous 
he will have occafion for, that the free* 
oourfe of juftice and the dignity of his 
reign may be fupportcd in their vigour? 
Where is he to find the men to compléta 
fo. honaurable a lift I 



r 
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^Hutftan nature, rcpHed Belifarius, will, 
always fupply him. JLet fovcrcigns know 
how to ufe them» and fiie will never be 
defeâivc. — ^And to dircâ that ufe» faid 
Jultintan, can there be a better rule than 
that of wholefome and falutary lawa ? ■ ■ ■. 
That will go a great way, replied Bclifa* 
rius ; but ie is not all : the manners are 
not, in many inff^nces, within the controuL 
of law. 

And how then, faid Juftinian, arc inve- 
terate habits, to which time has given a 
kind of prefcription, to be effc^ually 
changed ? 

My gardener will inform you, replied 
Bclifarius. Here, Paulinus j When a. 
noxious herb (hoots up amon^ your plants» 
what do you do ? — —I take it up by the^ 
Fooc» anfwered the honeft gardener. — But 
why^ inftead of Weeding it, don't you lop. 
it ? — Why, it would fprout again, and there 
would be no. end of the trouble : and be--, 
fides, good fir, it is at the root it fucks in. 
the juices of the earth, and that it is our 
bulinefe to prevent. — You hear him,, my 
friends, faid Belifarius -, he has given you., 
an abridgment of the law. The law, it is 
true, retrenches, as far as it is able, the; 
crimes of fociety i'buc the vices that give 
birth to thofe crimes are fuffered to remain, 
whereas they ought to be weeded and torn* 
vp by the root. Nor is that an imprati- 
cable: 



158 B EL IS A R I U S. 

cable fcheme r for all vices, at lead thofe 
of the court, have one common root, ani 
grow out of the fame feed. — And what is 
that pray, faid Tiberius ? — Inordinate dc- 
fire^ replied Belifarius : and whether that 
defire be underftood td import avarice, that 
Joves to hoard, or rapacity, that delights 
ih fquanderingv there is nothing fopdid and 
unworthy but what fprings^rom that fource. 
Inhumanity, fraud, treachery, ingratitude^ 
envy, malice, and all the vices that make 
the gradation to the higheft iniquity, are 
modes of the lame depravity of heart, that 
breaks out in every . fpecies of meannefe- 
and of pride* It goes on in a courfe of 
depredation upon mankind, and with the- 
fpoils of the weak pampers itfclf in rioty 
voluptuous enjoyment, and every fort of 
profligacy and corruption* Thus thç love 
of riches ihfeéts the whole fyftem of the 
manners. Does it kindle ambition ? Per- 
fidy and fraud- are mingled, with what 
dtherwife might be a noble paffion-. Is 
courage ever grafted upon covetoufncfs ? 
From the flock on which it grows, even 
courage fliall derive the pernicious qualities 
that dtbale it into a vice. The moft bril- 
lant talents are by avarice tfnged with the 
(lain of venality, and the foul, which is 
enflaved by it, is for ever fet up to auftign,. 
to be bought by the higheft bidder. 

Çroov. 
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From this iburce, this &tal defire of 
amafling wealth, fpring aH the crimes that 
dïfturb the- community. Of this vice^ 
whofe tyranny affliéts thé univerfc. Luxury 
is the parent ; for, to make its genealogy 
clear. Luxury engenders various wants : by 
thefe Avarice is begot; and Avarice,, to gra- 
tify her purpofes, is obliged to league with 
Oppreflion. ' From hence it is clear, that ta 
lay the axe to the root of the mifchiéf, wc 
nftuft begin with Luxury : there muft corn* 
mence the grand revolution in the man- 
ners. 

But that, faid the emperor, will be to 
wage war with an hydra -, one head is (truck' 
off, arid thoufands grow in its room. Ta: 
life a comparifon more analogous v Luxury^ 
is a Proteus, which is never to be chained,. 
but eludes the touch in different fhapes. I 
will go farther, faid the emperor : the caufes 
and the effeâs of Luxury, its connexions, 
and its interefts, form a fyftem fo com- 
pounded of good and evil, that, were it 
poffible to reftrain or to deftroy it, I fhould 
much doubt whether the former would be 
endurcds or the latter prove in the end an» 
advantage to the ftate. , 

I grant you,, replied Beliferius, that luxu- 
ry in the ftate is like a fet of wicked and 
evil men who have entrenched themfelves 
in great connexions: meafures are kept 
with them in the beginning on account of 

their 
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thetr party ; but in the end they are orders 
ed intd confinement, as enemies of the 
ftate. I ihall not, however, go fo far. Let 
us iêt out with fa£b, which I myfelf have 
feen. Luxury, it has been laid, is of ufe- 
In capital cities» i do not believe the po • 
fieion : but, be that as ic may, in a camp^ 
I am furc it is pernicious* When Pompey 
obferved the foldiers of Casfar living upoa 
roots that grew wildly in the fields, Tbéy are^ 
faid he, an herd' ff bnUe htafts ; he fhould 
have faid. They are tmnr «The primary qua- 
lity of a general is to hazard his life ; the^ 
fécond, to circumfcribé his paffions andhis 
wants within the bounds of reafon and of 
nature ; and this laft,. to the man enervated 
by voluptuous indolence, will be a taflc of 
the moft difficult felf-deniaL The people 
that (ball endeavour, acnidft the roughs 
feenes of war, to enjoy the fofter delica* 
cies of peace, will ftrive to reconcile two- 
things wholly incompatible, and will nex>f 
ther be able to bear profperity nor the re- 
veries of fortune. To be viâorious will 
not anfwer their purpofe ; they muft riot in 
abundance *, and (hould that happen not to^ 
be the confequcnce, even viftory will lofe 
ks charms. The camp where frugality and 
fober manners prevail, will be fuU.of fpirit 
and manly vigour ; it will be, as I may fay,., 
on the wing; while the army which is dif- 
lolvjcd in luxury grows fluggiib> dafiardly,^ 

aiui< 
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and inactive. By temperance all the ad- 
vantages of inward ftrcngth and outward 
refource arc managed and Iccured; and, on 
the other hand, they are all thrown away 
by prodigality, till at length dclblationj 
famine, pale dii'may, and Jhameful Bight, 
conclude the war with infamy and dilgrace. 
To the people foftencd by effeminacy, eve- 
ry cntcrprize appears above their ftrength : 
the principle of valour may remain, btiC 
the power of executing is gone ; and the 
enemy that knows how to harrals and fa- 
tigue need not endeavour to vanquilh ; tho 
delays of war will have the efficacy of fa 
many battles. 

Nor does the whole mifchief of luxurjr 
conlift in waûing the vigour of the body i 
k ftrikea corruption tO' the very fool. The 
man oS wealth and affluence, who leads 
pleafure and hixury in his train, diffufes a 
contagion through the camp ; and the foU 
dier of fortune, aOiamed to be outdone by 
his equal in the army, becomes his com- 
petitor in proliigacy, and for a fhew of 
vain glory, incurs^ real diftionour. To 
riches and fplendor of appearance efteem is 
offered up as a tribute, while poverty falls 
into contempt, and fober virtue is abaSied. 
by ridicule : then farewel to alt ; there can 
be no deeper perdition. This, my friends, 
IS not a fiétitious account of luxury ; il ta 
the hiftory of what t have liicn. 

I know" 
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I know full well, faid Tîberîus>. that yott 
bani(hed it from your armies : pray inform 
me how was that accomplifhed ?— rWithout 
any kind of difficulty, replied Bleifarius: 
I cafhiered it from my own tent, and made 
it appear throughout the ranks in a con- 
temptible light. Againft the venom of 
pride contempt is a powerful antidote i I 
had learned that a young Aiiatic had ufher- 
ed into my camp the foft indulgences of 
his native clime ; that he repofcd him%lf 
under a purple pavilion, and drank out of 
golden goblets ; that his table fmoaked 
ivith the rarcfl: difhes»' and fparkled with 
the mod: exquifite wines. I invited him 
to dine with me» and in the prefence of 
his comrades. Young man, faid I> you fee 
we live here upon homely fare ; we are of- 
ten worfe ferved, and it is what we have 
to expcft ; for in the race of glory it i» 
bur lot very often to want bread. Your 
delicacy, take my word for ir, will meet 
frequent difappointments in this hardy 
courfe of life, and therefore I would advife 
you to. take your leave of the army. He 
received this reproach* with due fenfibility„ 
made an apology for his conduct, and dif- 
charged his retinue. — And was tMt admo- 
nition fufficient ? intcrpofed Tiberius. — 
Without doubt it was, replîcd Belifarius ;. 
for my own example gave weight to my 
precepts s and, befidcs, the character of irre- 

folutioa 
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Iblutîon never belonged to me. — But fure- 
\y this fcverity of life muft have occafioned 
great complaints I — When the law is eqiTal 
and, expedient, it is obeyed without mur- 
muring. — Very true; but to be hunntbled 
to the level of the poor muft have bee» an 
hardlhip upon the rich man.-^That may 
poffibly be the cafe ; but to counter-ba- 
lance that inconvenience, it wds agreeable 
to the poor man to fee the rich undiilin- 
jguiibed I and the poor in all quarters of 
the world are the greatetl party. — Yes ; 
but in eourts the rich have the ftrongeft in- 
fluence. — They have fo, and they revenged 
themfelves by my ruin : and yet, facfrom 
r^^penting, I (hould aâ in the very &mc 
manner again ; fot* the vigour of the foiil, 
like that of the body, is the refult of tern*- 
perance. Without temperance, there is 
nothing generous and difinterefted ; and 
without difintereftednefs, not a fingle virtue. 
I enquired of a (hepherd one day why hh 
dogs were fo faithful : Becaufe, faid he» 
they live on breads Had they been nou- 
rilhed with flelh, they would be no better 
than wolves. I was much ftruck with this 
reply. In general, thefureft waytocontroul 
the progrefs of vice, is to retrench the wants 
occafioned by evil habits. — All this h prac- 
ticable in an . army, faid the emperor, but 
merely vifiohary, nay impoflible, in a ftate. 
Between civil inftitutions and military law 

there 
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there is a wide difference : by the latter, li- 
berty is much abridged, and fettered with 
ftrift lin^itations. No law whatever rc- 
ftrains a member of fociety from enriching 
himfelf by fair and honeft means ; and 
when wealth is acquired, no law can diveft 
him of the right of difpofing of it, or pre- 
vent a quiet enjoyment of his property. It is 
the fruit of his induftry, his labour, and his 
taleiTts, or it was tranfmitted to him by hi» 
anceftors. He is at liberty to diffipatc, or. 
to gratify his avarice by "concealing his trea- 
fure.— I fubfcribe to what you fay, faid Be- 
Iifariu9.-^I go ftili further, continued the 
emperor : if the riches of the community 
are engroffi^d by a particular cMk of men^ 
it is fit that they fhould be difFufed, and 
that labour and induftry (hould derive their 
fkare from the hand of idlenefs. — I concur 
witl^ you in that alio, faid the hero. — I will 
add, refumed Juftinian, that fenfuality^ 
oftentation, fptendor of appearance, the ca« 
prices of tafte, the coquetry of fafliion, the 
refinements of effeminacy, and the whin^ 
of vanity, are all little bleit)i(hes in the man- 
ners, which the policy of every ftate con- 
nives at, and of which, without a degree of 
tyranny, no law can take cognizance.*— Hea- 
ven forbid, laid Belifapus^ that I (hould de- 
fire to bring down the weight of law upon 
matters of this fort t — ^Now then you fee^ 
Continued the emperor,^ that luxury ftands- 

pro^ 
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proteded by all that is held facred and in- 
violable amongft men, by Liberty, by the 
rights of property, and, I may add, public 
utility. — I agree to all» faid Belifarius, ex- 
cept that laft point. — To clear that from 
objeétiona, faid the prince, you will allow 
that luxury animates the arts, and bids them 
thrive and flouhih ; that it encourages in- 
duftry, and excités a fpirit of aAivity and 
emulation, offering to the habit of indolence 
and the love of idlenefs new incentives of 
defire, artificial wants, and ftudied gratifi- 
cations. 

I allow, faid Belifarius, that luxury, for 
thofe who have been addiéted to it, has its 
allurements ; and that it is profitable to the 
men who ftudy to heighten thofc allure* 
ments, and gratify defire: that the law 
Ihould leave that comnaerce free and open, 
I likewifeadmit. Is not this what you con- 
tend for ? 

I contend for fomething further, re- 
plied the ^emperor : I maintain, that the 
influence of luxury, by progrefiive degrees, 
diffufes icfclf through every clafs of the 
community, even down to thofe who work 
and labour. It is beneficial to them, for it 
opens a vent for their commodities, and 
yields a quick ret-urn for their induftry. 

It is upon this point, faid Belifarius, that 
appearances mifiead you : for that which 
conoes to the Ihare of the labouring man 

from 
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from the band of prodigality, only 
reverts back to the original owner : it 
:was firft taken from him by avarice; artd 
if ic return to him, it is becaufe luxury 
cannot prevent it. Kecal to mind the idea 
which I formerly fuggefted, of the primi- 
tive ftate of fociety : what is the end it has 
in view i Is it not to render man ufeful to 
man ? And in thatfyftem, is not the right 
which one man has to the labours of ano- 
ther, founded on reciprocal conditions ? 
if fo, what mud be faid of him, who em* 
ploys thoufands to anfwer the multiplicity 
of his wants, without contributing on his 
part to the fervice of others ? He is like a 
ilerile and pernicious herb that grows to 
feed in a field of wheat. Such is the rich 
man who loiters his days in idlenefs and 
luxury. For him the bufy part of fociety 
are at work ; and with' a cold difregard he 
receives the produfts of their labour, as a 
trirbute due to him. To fupply his defire, 
and ^dminiiler to his pleafqres, feems the 
employment of all nature-, the elements, 
the moft exquilite viands^ the arts, and the 
choiceft efforts of invention, are all his. 
He partakes of all, and is unconducive 
himfdf to any ufeful end: he engrofiTes 
from the public fervice a number of hands 
for his own purpofes. He docs the duty of 
none, and dies at lalt without leaving any 
• ^ * void, 
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iroid, but that of the good things he has 
con fumed. . 

1 ^m not clear as to this point, faid Tibe* 
rius ; for it feems to me that he is not alto- 
gether fo great an incumbrance as you 
imagine. ' For if he does not throw the 
fruits of his own talents into the general 
fund ; if he does not impart to the public, 
his own atâivity and powers 5 yet he circu- 
lates his money, and that does full as well. 

Hold, my young friend, faid Belifarius ; 
money is a mere fymbol of valuation, a 
general ftandard denoting the worth of the 
ihing we receive, and a pledge for the re- 
turn of it. It anfwers the purpofcs of mu- 
tual commerce, and gives facility to the 
traffic between man and man : but he, who 
in the coutfe of that traffic gives only the 
fymbol, and never parts with the reality, 
breaks the true law of commutation, in 
order to polTefs himfelf of that for which 
he never pays in kind. The pawn which 
hedepofics, difpenfes with the contraâ:, in- 
ftèad of binding it clofcr. Let the ma- 
gifl'rate keep painful vigils for .the public 
fafety ; let the foldier fight the battles of 
his country ; and let the hufbandman and 
■artificer work inceflahtly 5 the right of 
the rich man to their joint fervices, is an- 
nually renewed, and his privilege to be in- 
figniécant, is (lamped upon his gold." 
' in this manner, faid Tiberiui, the world 

is 
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is hired in the fervice of opulence- — It is 
fo, my young friend, continued Belifarius ; 
and the rich man is at, no other trouble 
than that of paying in the detail to the 
whole community, the wages of their fer- 
vitude. — But Ihould there be fuch a (late 
of fervitude ? enquired Tiberius. Why 
Ihould any government endure thcfe men of 
overgrown opulence ? — rBecaufe» replied 
the hero, the law fccurcs to every indivi- 
dual the pofleffion of the property he has 
Acquired ; and nothing can be fo juftly ac- 
quired, as the fruit of labour, induftry, and 
knowledge. With the liberty of acquiring 
the right of poflefling, is naturally coo- 
ncfted ; and property, as well as liberty, 
is a civil right not to be violated, * It is, 
nxrithout doubt, an evil, that ;he opulent 
ihould have it in their power to throw the 
whole load of their own exiftence, and that 
of their train, upon the community; but 
it would be a more crying evil, were the 
principles x>f emulation fupprefled, and 
•induftry divefted of a fecure title to its 
-poireflions. Let us therefore not com- 

. plab 

* A philofopher at Athens found a treafure that 
had been hid in his ground. He wrote to the em- 
peror Trajan, / ha^ve found a treafure, Trajan an- 
swered , VMX he had nothing to do but to enjoy it. 
// is tQê much far .a pbikjùpàer lo ufe^ leplied the 
bthejr. Then make a wrong ufe of it, faid the 
prince. Alexander Severus thought the fame. 
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plain of iocurable evils. As long as there 
are degrees of aélivity, induftry, and œco- 
BotTjy, there will alfo be degrees of happi- 
nefs and inequality in the conditions of 
mankind. The more flourifliing the 
ftate, the more ftriking will that inequality 
be ; and yet to level thofe conditions, is a 
power that no legiflature will ufurp. 

Let us avow then, faid the emperor, 
that luxury has its ufe •, for it tends, by 
its wants and its expences, to compound 
with the public for the very inequality 
Complained of. In other words, luxury 
exhaufts its own riches, and bids them 
flow among the people.-— I acknowledge 
if, replied Belifarius, riches fhould have as 
many vents as pofTible through which to 
difFufe themfclves abroad. I do not mean 
to argue, that the man of affluence fliould 
be obliged to hoard his riches, or that any 
rule of policy fhould prcfcribe the ufe to 
be made of them. The law, I have al- 
ready faid, fliould content itfelf with 
charging the public with the necelHties of 
government : Farther than this -it fliould 
not go; the reft of every man*s acquifi- 
tion fliould be left unexcifed, in fuch 
manner that the fl:ate fliould draw its ne- 
ccflary fupplies from the fupcrfluity of its 
fubjefts. Opinion will do the reft. — Opi- 
nion ! faid the emperor — Yes, opinion, 
replied Belifarius -: that and that only, 

I withoct ^ 
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without conftraint and violence, will aN 
range all things in their proper order ; and 
it is thence alone that we are to expeâ a 
revolution in the manners. 

A revolution of this fort appears difficult 
to you; but it depends entirely upon thç 
will and the example of the fovereign» Let 
him be equal and impartial to merit ; let 
the man of modeft referve and &nplicity 
of manners be fure of the beft reception 
^t court ; let the prince proclaim his cotkr^ 
tempt of oftentatiousexpence, and em^cu* 
lating luxuries ; let him behoM with an eye 
of difdain the Oaves of luxury ; let him 
view with regards of chearfulnefs and re- 
Ipeft, the men who labour for the public 
good, and the court will foon take the tone 
of fimple manners, ennobled by wifdqm 
and frugality. Oftentation will no longer 
be honourable, it will not even be decent, 
A becoming aufterlty of life will tajc.e the 
place of licentioufncfs ; every thing frivo? 
lous will give way tO; wifdpmj perfonaj 
merit will be the beft letter of recommen- 
dation, and pomp and vanity will be left to 
the empty plealures of ftlf-applaufe. Oh ! 
iny friendr! how rapid would be their fall ! 
You know how docile and imitative the 
ijFietropolis is ; how eafy to be moulded to 
the example of the court! That which grows 
into eftecm is foon in faihion. The good 
.old frugality once rcftored, diQpterefted' 

Dcfs 
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ïîtfs would fallow, and bring in her train 
heroic manners. The man of ability to be 
ufeful, perceiving inordinate defircs no 
longer in vogue, and freed from the de- 
bafing wants of luxury, would foon find the 
fentiments of Jionour taking root in his 
heart ; the love of his country, and an 
ardour for glory would warm the breaft of 
freedom, and emulation would kindle up 
Its generous flame. Alas ! did the fovercign 
know his afcendant over the minds of men, 
with what facility he can mould them to 
his will, he would enjoy it as his fweeteft 
power, his beft and moft refpeftable prero- 
gative J and yet it is the only regal attri- 
bute of which he is entirely ignorant. 

By what influence, faid Juftiniarr, fliall 
the Sovereign be able to cohtroul a tarte for 
amufement, the love of plcafure, and the 
luft of money? Of what confcquence is it 
to him, whofe every fenfe is intoxicated 
with voluptuoufnefs, whether the court ap* 
proves or cenfures his conduft? Will the. 
prince be able to refl:rain the man; whofc 
power of wealth is great, from making liis 
own ufe of the induftrious? Can he hinder 
him from being encompafled with delights ? 
from making the arts fubfervient to his gra- 
tifications? No, replied Belifarius : But if it 
be agreeable to the fovereign, he cm brand 
cflfeminacy with (hame, and indolen<;e with 
contempt : he can exclude dilCpatioo, vice, 

I 2 and 
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and incapacity, however wealthy, from the 
firft offices of the ftate. It will depend upon 
him to make the true comforts of life and 
every rational enjoyment the fure attendants 
of a good and refpeâiable character ; he can 
give thçm to merit, and he can, moreover, 
take from luxury all its pride and ofteiita* 
tion, til! it feels itfelf the objeft of contempt. 
This will almoft compleat the work : for 
when luxury is thus reduced, honefty 
will no longer be deprcfled, nor will virtue 
fufFer indignity. There will be other re- 
wards, of which riches can never be the fub- 
ftitute. The efteem of the public, dignities, 
and honours will be the price of merit. 
Gold will not be able to cover over fhamc 
and infamy, and the little fpirit will flutter 
in vain in pomp and fplendid ornament. 
Believe mç, my good friends, take pride 
from luxury, and you difarm it. All its re- 
fined iênfations are aflTcded; it fubfifts en- 
tirely upon the opinion mankind entertains 
of its gaiety and happinefs. Subdue that 
opinion, and you reduce riches to their true 
ftandard. If they afpire to honour and real 
value, they muft be ennobled by the ufe 
made of them. It is impoflible for luxury 
to be generous; avarice grows upon its 
wants ; and that very avarice is compound- 
ed of all the paflions that are ufually hired 
for money. But if the moft ardent paf- 
fions, fuch as pride, ambition, and love itfelf, 

(for 
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(for love always is in the train of pomp and 
vain glory) arc no longer attached to mag- 
nificence and oftentation^ you may then 
compute how the eftimate of luxury is dip 
minifhed, and avarice lofes of its force. 

The real advantages of wealth, fuch as> 
convenience, accommodation, the delights 
of affluence, quiet, indépendance, and that 
fuperiority which fortune claims over thofe 
ViYio are retained in its fervice; all thefe are 
more than fufficient to ftrikc a deep im- 
prelTion upon little minds ; inlbmuch that 
I am' far from hoping or fearing the down- 
fal of arts,, which have luxury for tlaeir 
fupport. 

But let diftinétions and honours be once 
disjoined from wealth, and thei> the fouU 
which nature has endowed with energy and 
fpirit, with exalted virtues and gcncrou3' 
paflions, will look down witli difdain upon 
the petty enjoyments of vanity, and will, 
leek elfewherp the rewards of fame and 
honour. 

The glare of affluence, faid Tiberius, will 
aever be ecclipfed in an opulent and fll^urifhr 
ing ftate by the frugal fyftem. of barren and 
unprofitable honours. The eyes of man- 
kind are dazzled by the ludre of wealth ; and 
dignities,- nay majefty itfelf, are obliged to 
borrow thence their moft ûriking decora^ 
tions. 

I fliould bç glad to know» replied Bcli:» 

1 3^ • fariuv 
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iarius, of two eminent men, which, accor- 
ding to your ideas, gave the greàteft dig- 
nity and even majefty to the Roman fenate, 
the rich Lucullus or the indigent Cato? 
Thequeftion quite overpowered Tiberius. 
I allude now, continued the hero, to an aera 
of luxury, and yet in that very period, with 
what veneration did the found uncorrup^ed 
part of the commonwealth (I mean the 
people) recai to their minds the days of 
ancient fimplicity, when Rome was free, 
virtuous, and poor; when thé lands of her 
icanty territory were tilled by the conqueror*s 
band, and the plough was crowned with 
triumphant laurel? Let us dojuftice to the 
people, and reft affured that a wife fovercign, 
mcircled with warriors and with patriots 
vo.d of arrogance, but full of years and ho^ 
nours, will exhibit to his people a more 
rcfpeâable and honourable fcene, than a 
prince diflblved in luxury and furounded 
by a train of glittering vaflals. It is a max- 
im ever inculcated by perfons in high offices, 
that to ttrike the public with ideas of dig- 
nity, their rank ought ever to be adoracd 
with pomp and magnificence. They are 
generally both fuperinduced ; but they re- 
femble a coat, whofe amplitude ferves to 
cover the dcfcils of the body ; and this fur- 
nifhes us with an additional reaibn why the 
whole wardrobe of outward Ihew and fplen- 
dor^which thus difguifes men and confounds 

the 
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the judgment, fhould be totally thrown a- 
fide. When Virtue difplays itfelf to the 
public eye^ like a wreftler in the amphi- 
theatre, her form and vi|rour will be bet- 
ter diftinguifhed; and if Vite, Incapacity; 
and Mcannefs, ever pi^fume to enter the 
lifts, they will ftand more confeflcd to view, 
and will the fooner be covered with con- 
fiifion. 

It is another advantage refulting from 
fimple manners in eminent ftations, that the 
burden of rewarding merit is made lighter 
to the public, and the ftate makes a faving 
of expences, that would be rendered ruin- 
ous by the infatiable rapacity of ambition» 
A fenfible diftribution of honours will dif- 
penfe with the neceflîty of magnificent pre- 
fents; and frugality even in the grant of 
hohours^ will make the prince ftill a better 
ceconomift for the public good. That is 
the great end he fhould have in view. To 
rcftrain the rich from launching into a pro- 
fufion of expence is not the point ; prodi- 
gality is a fire that foon confumes the mate- 
rials it fubfifts upon. The prime objeft is 
to prefcrve the men, who, unprovided with 
every thing but their talents, their know- 
ledge, and their virtues, may be inclined 
to confecrate themfelves to the fervice of 
their country, from being tainted by the 
fweets of luxury, and corrupted by the 
luft of gold. The brightcft diftinftions,, 

I 4 fuch. 
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fuch as are never prophaned by fordid mif** 
applications, fhould be referved for perfons 
of their temper and genius. I ^an fay of 
myfelf, that I ferved my. prince with all due 
zeal, and with confiderable fuccefs ; and my 
own feelings inform me how vile a thing is 
gold whçn compared with the oaken brancK 
and the laurel, thofc fweet remembrancers of 
the fovercign's affeftion and efteem. More- 
over that eifteem, whi^h is fo grateful to the 
honeft heart, efpccially when feconded by 
the voice of public approbation, the prince 
will do well to rcferve for adions of real 
wjrth and utility, taking care, with a calm 
dignity of rcfoluiion, never to proftitute 
them for undertakings vain in their nature, 
frivolous or dangerous. That will be his. 
true frugality. To maintain this properly, 
it will indeed demand a firm unfliaken con- 
ftancy of mind; a fpirit of juftice always on 
its guard againft fedudlion or furprize; a 
determination of the will that never fluftu- 
atcs, but checks even a rifing hope that it 
will foften into compliance. This great and 
d'gnified charafter will be acquired, nay ic 
will be fupported, if a real love of virtue a- 
nimate the fovereign's breaft. In that cafe, 
his opinion will be the opinion of the public, 
and his example will decide and fix the na-' 
tional charadter. 

Shall I fairly own, faid Tiberius, a dif- 
ficulty that remains with me? At the rate 

you 
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yoUihave gone on^ the court, from whence. 
ti)e royal favoUV, intrigue,, and luxury, are: 
difcarded, will grow rather fe/ious and. 
gloomy; and poflibly then a young prince. 

Oh! 1 underftandyou-, that the prince 

roay want amufement is your fear-, bur, my 
dear friend, I have not faid that the ta(k of 
governing is a mere paftime. And yet, even, 
amidft the foUicitudes of royalty, there may- 
be many hours of the^fweeteft enjoyment.. 
The minifter, for inftance, may report tOf 
him the progrefs of agriculture in. places, 
and provinces, which before were melan- 
• choly fcenes of idlenefs, poverty, and dif- 
trefs : May he not then fay to himfelf. An* 
aft of my will has now made millions happy ? 
His fages of jullice may inform him, that 
by one of his laws the inheritance of an or?- 
phan has been- wrefted from the griping^ 
hand of hard-hearted avarice : May he not 
fay with exultation,. Heaven be praifed ! I 
have been the proteftor of the poor. From: 
the war- office he will not receive confolati* 
ons of fo pure and unmixed a nature. But: 
when he is told with what zeal and geno* 
rous ardour his faithful fubjefts fhed their.* 
blood in the caufe of their fovereign ancL 
their country, regret and pity will lb com-- 

f>ound themfelves in mixed fenfations o£ 
Qve, tendernefs, and gratitude, that the 
tears of humanity will delight him.. In 
flxort,. the vows and prayers, of bis .own iU 

* I 5 luftriousc. 
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lup:rious «ra, and the bleffings of future 
ages, which the confcious imagination will 
anticipate, all crowd together in his breaft, 
and are the folid pleafures of a fovereign. 
And will not thefe fuffice? Will there be 
ftill a void left aching in his bofom ? Like 
the kings of Perfia, in ancient times, he may 
vifit the provinces of his empire, diftinguifli- 
ing with his favours thofe who promote in- 
duftry and agriculture, plenty and popula- 
tion; while pride, inhumanity^ and indo- 
lence, for working the contrary mifchiefs, 
. ^will be fure to meet the marks of his dif- 
pleafure. At Byzantium, as well as at 
Rome, the public granaries J)ave* been vi- 
fircd by the emperors ; would it be a de- 
grading condefcenfion, if they mad.c a pro- 
gf efs into the country, to know with 
certainty that under the lowly roof of the 
peafant bread has not been wanting for his 
helplefs children ? Alas ! how uninftrufted 
muft that prince be in regard to his duty 
and his intereft, who fufFers a vacuity in his 
time ! We muft not imagine that a prince^ 
in his moments of tranquillity, when he is 
detached from the caufe and duties of hîs 
rank, is to remain a ftranger to the fweet 
fenfations of domeftic happincfs and fecial 
pleafure. He will have his feleft fridnds j 
and unbending himfcif with them, he will 
tafte the charm of rational delight. The 
man of virtue, who wants little, and is: 

therefore 
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therefore eafily contented, difplays in his 
converfation thatferenity of fober joy, which 
fprings from peace and inward harmony v. 
lha^ heartfelt eafe, to which pride impor- 
tuned by craving wants, and vice for ever 
fufFering the corrofions of remorfe, are utter 
ftrangers. An honeft mind, it miift be 
acknowledgedi will find but little leifurc to- 
relax itfelf from the duties of an important 
office; but the moments of vacation will 
be delightful. Remorfe, ambition, aod 
fear, are banifhed from the hallowed hour» 
The court where uprightnefs, truth, and 
virtue may walk fecure, without fearing 
envy, that lies in ambuQi, and without 
apprehending fudden difgrace from the 
whim of the prince, will not, perhaps, be 
the moft brilliant court, but it will be the 
happicft in the world. — It will not be 
crowded, faid the emperor.— And why not,, 
refumed Belifarius ? The little ambitious 
fry, that love to (hine in eafe and fpléndid 
vanity will not flutter in the circle; but to 
recompenfe that lofs, men of probity and 
of ufeful talents will form a numerous 
party. I fay numetôus, my friend Tibe- 
rius, and I fay it in honour of human na- 
ture. When virtue is in fafhion, the feeds 
of it will be difclofed in every heart. Public 
eftimation is a kitid of fun in the moral, 
world, that warms, that animates, and call» 
forth the kttnt principles of truth and ho- 

1 6 ' nour- 
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nour. When the foul is funk in floih and. 
languor, it is not then the time to delineate 
its true charafter. Is it to be cxpefted that 
a young man,' who has heard nothing from 
his father but the panegyrick of money, 
whofe imagination has been daz2led with the 
luftre of gold ; who in cities and in villages, 
has feen nothing fo abje<5t and defpifed as la- 
bour and induftry; who has been taught, 
by experience that pride can creep, that, 
ambition will crouch, that law will bend,, 
the road to honours be thrown open, and. 
court-favour difpenfe its fmiles at the beck 
and command of riches-, thatthey^ and they, 
cnly, can proteft him from injuftice, or ex- 
crcifethe fevered tyranny; th^t they adorn, 
and embellifli vice, ennoble meannefs, and 
fuperfede talents, ability,, and virtue.; is. 
it to be expefted, I fay, that a young maa 
educated in this train of thinking fliall be. 
able to draw the line between good and, 
evil, virtue and felf-intereft ? Let a different 
doftrine prevail; let the fovereign, that, 
fountain of the manners,^ fet the faûiion o£ 
the heart; let education andliabits of vir- 
tue teach the value, the neceflity of felf- 
approbation ; let them awaken the love of 
honeft fame, and adeGre.to win the ap- 
plaufe of good men ; let the foul expatiate, 
abroad to gather thefuffrages of the prefent 
age, and to foreftàl the praife of future, 
times; let fair renown be next to virtue tha 
^ bigheft 
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hlghefl and greateft good; let zeal for the 
moral character make honour dearer thaa 
life, and fhame more dreadful than evea 
annihilation; let thefe principles be once 
eltablifhed, and ic will foon be found how 
feeble is the inQuence of foYdid views and. 
mean defirès. Oh ! my good friends ! where 
would now be the names of Decius, Re- 
gulus, and the Cato's, had they not been, 
fouls of fire, infpired by honour, and replete, 
with virtue? To excite an emulation of their 
example, there muft be an inftitution found- 
ed in wifdom, and real encouragement to 
make men run the bright career of glory^. 
It were vain and idle to require of the fa- 
thers of families, that they fhall train up, 
their children in the paths of virtue, if that 
very virtue be left to languifti under dif- 
grace, and bear the fpurns of triumphant 
vice. To re-eftabli(h order, and give the 
manners the ftrength and beauty of fyftem,. 
all that is good in life muft be appropriated 
to virtue; evil (hould be the portion of 
iniquity, and ev^ry advantage afllgned to 
j.uftice and to honour; Let government 
proceed thus fyftematically,. and it will 
readily ftrike your, obfcrvation how the 
manners will fécond the laws, aad gain 
flrcngth and enforcement from the popular 
opinion. Hopes and fearsj rewards and 
punifbments, dignities and difgrace, thofe 
are the engines that policy (hould fct in 

motion 
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motion on the fide of virtue and civil liber-- 
ty-, by managing thefe properly thé world 
may be governed at difcretion. 

But to keep more clofely to the point; 
by proud and oftentatious manners the 
great are rendered infolcnt and avaricious j 
Ixom fimple manners fpring the oppoGte 
qualities of moderation, juftice, and hu- 
manity ; and thus the leading interefts of 
vice being lifted on the fide of virtue, men 
vrill adopt the latter with the feme fpirit 
that attached them to the former, 

You have given us a pleafing reverie, 
faid Juftinian, an agreeable and flattering 
dream! — Far from it, replied Belifarius; 
to think of making interefl: and felf-lovc 
the fprings of human actions, is by no 
means a dream. Call to mind by what 
methods was formed, in the infancy of the^ 
republic, that glorious fchatorial order, in 
which' fo rtiany ardent virtues, fiich heroic 
patriotifm blazed forth upon the world* 
To what, think you, was it owing I It was 
becaufc there was nothing at Rome fuperior 
to greatnefs of fouU* it was becaufc public 
veneration was attached to virtuous man<* 
ncrs, and glory was the hero's fure rewards 
Such, in all periods of the world, have bcea 
the great fprings and movers of the human 
heart. 

tarn 

* Dum nullum faflidireur genus ^ in quo etattftt njtrtMS, 
crevit imperium Komanum* Liv. lib.' 4« 
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I am nut now to learn that inveterate 
habits, and particularly the habits of de- 
fpotic pride, give way unwillingly to the 
mod powerful motives. But let it be ob- 
ferved, that for one fon of profligacy and 
corruption^ who would hold out with ob- 
ftinacy, in fpite of fhame, difgrace, and 
infamy, there are a thoufand who would 
yield at once to the controul of reafon, and 
having glory for their excitement, would 
walk contentedly in the paths <^ honour 
and of virtue. Let me purfue the Gonfc- 
quences of this idea. I fuppofe that men 
of virtue are placed at the helm of govern- 
ment. I will, in that cafe, anfwer with my 
life for the prompt obedience, the fidelity^; 
and the public fpirit of a people, who are 
no longer bent under the yoke of oppref- 
lion, but, inftead of being harrafled by litde 
tyrants, find their lives, their property» 
and their liberty, fecure under the proteâioiv 
of the laws. The ftate then begins to raife 
its head ; concord prevails through all clafies. 
of the community ; the plan of Conftantine, 
built on a fandy bottom» lays a deeper 
foundation -, and from civil union I fee 
fpring up emulation, fortitude, zeal for the 
public good, and with thefe that weight 
among the nations which, made Rome the' 
niiftrefs of the world. 

While Belifarius thus difcourfcd, Jufti- 
fiian beh«ld, in fiknt admiration, the en-^ 

thufiaftic 
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thuBaftic ardor with which the good o)d 
man, forgetting the infirmities of age, his> 
reiferies, and his misfortunes, triumphed 
in the idea of renderipg his country fiourifh- 
ing and happy. It is generous, faid the 
emperor» to feel fo warm a concern for an 
ungrateful people. — My friends, replied 
the hero, I fhould welcome and blefs, as 
the moft glorious of my life» the day on. 
which I (hould be thus aceofted; '' Belifa- 
^^ rius, we are going now to let your blood. 
" gufh at every vein, but the price of it 
*^ will be the accomplUhment of all your 
*' wifhes." 

His amiable daughter, Eudoxa, now 
came to inform him that his fupper was 
ready. He went in, and fet himfelf at table: 
Eudoxa, with a graceful air of modefty 
^fîd dignity, ferved up to her father a plate 
of pulfe, and feated hierftlf by. him. — Ani 
is that your fupper, laid the emperor ? It is,, 
replied Belifarius; it was the frugal meal 
ofFabricius, andFabricius was,, at leaf):, my. 
equal. 

Let us depart,, faid Juftiniaii^ to Tibe- 
rius ; at a fight like this I fiod myfelf co- 
vered with ihame and confufion. 

The court, in hopes of . diffipating the 
cjoud which they perceived hung over the. 
emperor's mind,, had prepared a fcene of. 
feftivity. He did not condefcend to ho- 
nour it With his prefence. At tabic the, 

idea. 
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Idea that occupied his thoughts was the 
fupper of the old general; and as he with- 
drew, Belifarius is happier than I am, faid 
he to himfelf i for he lays him down on his 
pillow without remorfe to break his quiet» 



CHAP. XIV. 

I Live but in his prefence, faid the cm» 
peror next day to Tiberius, as they 
were on their way to vific the hero ; the 
compofure and ferenity of his mind trans- 
fufe themfelves into mine. * But as foon as 
I leave him, the clouds, which in his con- 
verfation were difpcrfed, colled themfelves 
again, and the former gloom returns upon 
me. Methought ycfterday, 1 perceived 
in his delineation of manners and princi- 
ples, the portrait of human happinefs; and 
now it is a canvafs prefenting an aflemblage 
of bold and random colours, without ar* 
rangement or defign. While he fpeaks» 
every thing appears eafy, and now I am in*» 
volved in a fcene of difficulties. In thQ 
firft place, overloaded as the empire is 
with immoderate cxpences, the hero*s 
fcheme for. making the burthea lighter to 
the poor ! — his plan for new modelling upon 
a better eftablifhment, an army well nigh 
annihilated by a war of twenty years ! — and 
then the multiplicity of ta^cs to be re.duç.e4 

tsx 
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to one general impoft, light and fimple Î— 
He has fecn the fubjeft in all its points of 
view, faid Tiberius, and will, I dare fay^ 
remove your difRdulties. Acquaint him 
with the refleâions that have occurred 
to you. 

The converfation was accordingly opened 
with a ftate of the emperor's rcafonings i 
and after hearing them attentively, I 
knew, faid Belifarius, that I ihould ftart in 
yt)ur mind a number of doubts; but t 
flatter myfelf I fliali be able to remove 
them all. 

The expences of the court, according to 
itiy plan, are now reduced. We have 
baniihed lu:Kurj^ and favouritirm. Let us 
now take a view of the metropolis \ and 
pray tell me the reafon why fuch a fwarm 
of inhabitants, lazy, indolent, and almoft 
without nunibcr, (hould be A burthen to 
the ftate ? The corn which is diftributed 
among, them, would maintain twenty legi- 
ons f. It was in order to people the cicy^ 
and niake it emulate Rome, that Conftan- 
tine charged himfelf with this ruinous ex- 
pence. But by what title caft an ufelefs 
and inaâive race pretend a right to be 

thus 

t 40,000 bufliels per àay : the bûfhel, moJiusy one 
foot fqaare, and foar inches deep. The Roman foot 
was ten of oar indies. The allowance of the foldier 
was five boQiels a month» or the fixth of z bafliel per 
day : therefore 40,000 buihels, at fix men. to a bafbel» 
woald maintain 240^000 mea« 
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thas maintained at the public charge? The 
Romans, a people altogether of a military 
genius, might well chim to be nourilhed, 
even in time of profound peace, by the 
fruits of their conquefts; yet in the very " 
height of their fplendor and their glory, a 
portion of land to cultivate was all they 
required ; and that being allotted by the 
ûate, it is well known with what eagernefs 
they iffued forth to the labours of the 
field. But with us, what ufeful end is an* 
fwered by that ever-craving multitude that 
bcfieges the gates of the palace ? ^ Was it 
with fuch men that I expelled the Huns, 
thofe ravagcrs of Thrace ? The city fliould 
retain only fuch a number of inhabiunts 
as can find due employaient to maintaia 
thepfifelves by their induftry ; the red; 
Ihould be knt forth to colonife in different 
parts of the empire. They would increafe 
population, and fubfifl: upon the fruits of 
their labour. Agriculture is the feminary 
of (bldiers : a good and ferviceable militia 
will never be farmed out of a lazy race^ 
who are contented to loiter away their 
days in idle poverty. Let the laws, and 
above all, the taxes be reduced to a plan of 
fimplicity ; and the militia of the palace 
will be undone by its own infignificance*. 

What 

X Et fmim ffimis alit grttdihus itjptnfus ah ahiu 
Prud. Lib. I. in Synn, Fanet Palatini Mièreu The 
Roman pound was ten modem ounces, Fidi BuUngm, 
dt irihkiii nc 'veàigatitur* P. Rt, 
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What an immcnfe faving may be made by 
that circumftance need not be mentioned, ft 
The moft alarming expence of govern- 
ment is the maintenance of the army. But 
even that expence will be reduced to the 
regular body of the legions ; for the vete- 
rans eftablifhed in colonies upon the fron« 
tiers of the empire, fubfift by their own- 
induftry, and their immunities and exemp- 
tions from all civil offices ftand in the na- 
ture of pay. -j- Thofe cdonies, the mafter- 
ftroke of Conftantine*s genius and policy» 
are not as* yet annihilated ; to make them 
revive in all the fpirit of their original de- 
fign, depends upon the will of the prince? 
for in fa£t, the number of gallant foldiers, 
who are now drooping in poverty and in- 
dolence, defire no better reward than to be 
fent to cultivate and defend the lands they 
have acquired by conqueft. The fame may 
be afferted in regard to the troops whick 
have been fettled upon the borders of ri- 
vers*. Thofe places now improved and 
cultivated, repay with abundance the in- 
duftry of the labourer. 

Whole 

H Vide VOng: du Gouv. Fr. par M. Vahhe Gar nier. 
t Jam nunc tnunificentia nua (Constant.) omniBus 
metiranis id efft cencfffum per/picuum fit^ ne quis iUomm 
ui/o munere d'uni neque operihus publias conveniatur.—^ 
ifacantêi terras sccipiasa, 'ofyue perpetuo baheant immu^ 
nes. Cod. TJicod. Lib. 7. Tit. 20. 

* They were called ripenjes, Alexander Several 
i eitablifhed them. Vide Lamprid. ia Alexandi. 
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Whole fwarms of barbarians have been 
tonftantly crowding about our frontiers, in 
hopes of gaining a lettlement f in our pro- 
vinces-, and occafionally they have been 
admitted, without fuffiient precaution J; 
but the danger confided in admitting too 
large a number. Let foreign fcttlers, 
therefore, not be embodied together, but 
difperfed in diftant places, and let the wade 
and uncultivated lands be allotted to them. 
Of thefe we have, alas ! too many ! * but 
a vigilant and aftive government would 
foon naturalize the foreign intruders, and 
incorporate them with the reft of the ftate 
as ufeful citizens, and well afFefted foldiers. 

The Legions, therefore, are now the 
only remaining burthen to the ftate 5 and 
the tribute which we draw from Egypt, 
from Afric, and Sicily, would well (up- 
port three times the number the govern- 
ment ever had in its fervice §. It is not re- 
fpefting this article that parfimony is re- 
quired i 

t Thefc fettlers were called Latit and their lands, ^ 
L/etic farms. 

X As the Goths under the Emperor Valent. 

• The lands of the Fis eus, Or Treafury, wereim- 
menfe. The* punifhment of moft offences was a 
Confiscation of property. Yiàt UÂbbé Cam. de 

§ Sicily paid a tribute to the Romans of 7,200^000 
.bufliels of corn; Egyptv 2i,6oO)000; and Afric* 
43,200,000; at the rate of fix men to a buihei, there / 

wa< a tdaily maintenance for 1^200,000 men. 
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quired, concerning thcîr maintenance . ■}*, 
The ftate may be at eafe, but it cannot be 
too flrrenuous in its endeavours to fix them 
upon a good and regular eftabliflxment. 
There was a time, when admiffion into the 
legions was an honour referred for the ci- 
tizen of Rome, § and was warmly difpufed 
by the young men, who were eager candi- 
dates for it. That time is now no more, but 
it fhould be renewed. And then, what 
may nor be atchieved by men who have 
both honour and bread! 

Men are no longer the fame, faid the 

emperor. The nature of man is the 

fame, replied Bellfarius ; and nothing is 
changed but opinion, that fovereign miftrefs 
of the manners. In faâ, we only want the 
f')ul of one great man, his genius and his 
example, to expand themfelves abroad, and 
fix the principles and the manners. From 
a million of inftances, that fupportthis pro- 
poficionj take a fingle fa/ft, which is, in my 
eftimation, worthy' of the old republic in 
ÎK greateft period, and evinces plainly, 
that in all ages, die virtue of mankind has 
•difplayed itfelf in proportion to the demand 

made 

« 

f The monthly pay of a foltUer was ^oo afles,. 
Vahic 25 fityer denarii^ equsd to one nummus aureus. 
The affii wa^ an>ouni:jct of.eopper, the fiWer denarius 
weighed onti, and tke anfcus 140 f^aine. 

§ Thiar honocir wa» alfi» eagf»-^ difputed by the 
youth of the provinces, ^vho had the rights of the city. 
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made for it by thofe who were fufficiently . 
(killed in the powers of human nature. 

Rome was taken by Toula. One of 
our brave officers, whofe name was Paul, 
had rallied out of the city at the head of a 
fmall party, aend entrenched himfelf on an 
eminence, where he was furrounded by the 
enemy. Famine, it was not doubted^ 
would foon reduce him to the neceffity of 
furrcndering ; and in faâ, he was in want 
of every thing. In this exigence, he ad- 
djrefled himfelf to his foldiers : *• My 
*' friends, faid he, we muft either perifh, 
" or furvive in flavcry. You, I know^ 
*' will not hefitate about the choice -, but 
** it is not enough tpperifh, we muft perifli 
nobly. The coward may refign him- 
felf to be confumcd by famine ; he may 
*' linger in mifery, and wait,, in a difpirited 
** condition, for the friendly hand of dcatli. 
♦* But we who have been, fchooled, and 
*' educated in the field of battle,, we are not 
" now to learn the proper ufe of our arms : 
** we know hqw to carve for ourfelves an 
*« honourable death. Yes, let us die, but 
** not inglorious and unrevenged -, let us 
** die covered with the blood of our ene*- 
*' mics, that our fall, inftead of raifing the 
'« frqilQ of deliberate maliccj^ ijiay give 
** them caufe to mourn over the vkSlory 
**" that undoes- m. Can we wifh to loiter 
** a few years more in life, when we know 

« that 
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^* that a very few muft bring us to our 
** graves ? The limits of human life cannot 
** be enlarged by nature, but glory can ex- 
^' tend them, and give a fécond life." 

He finiflied his hafanguc : the foldiery 
declared their refolution to follow him. 
They began their march; the intrepid 
countenance with which they advanced, 
foon denoted to the enemy a defign to give 
battle with all the courage of the lad de- 
fpair. Without waiting, therefore, to receive 
the attack of this illuftrious band, the 
Goths thought proper to compound, by an 
immediate grant of life and liberty, -f 

1 can count, my friends, upon at leaft two 
n^illions in the empire, capable of the fame 
magnanîmityi if another Paul were at the 
head of them. We can reckon alfo fome 
chiefs of this illuftrious clafs ; our viftories 
have pointed ihem out. While fuch re- 
fources remain, let us not defpair of the 
commonwealth. . Are you ftill to be told, 
to what a degree of profperity, affluence, 
and population, the force of the ftate may 
beincreafed? Recal to mind the condition 
in ancient times, 1 will not fay of Gaul, 
^hich we meanly abandoned, J but of 

Spain, 

f Leonard. Jretht* de Bell* IlaL adverfus Gothos* 

. X \^ order to 4^i^€r Rome Anrf Italy from the 
,(joth9, the emperor ceded to them.the faireftpro^- 
vinces of Gaul. FxiSla eft ferhntùs noftra pretium j'c- 
'<uritatt$ aliéna. Sidon. Apolli. Lib. 7. Ep. 7. 
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Spain, Grfi^ccy I^Iy^ the republic of Car- 

hage, suid the varioys realms o£ AHa from 
le banks of the Nile to the Euxinc (bore. 
lecoUedb that Romulus ^^ who in the in- 
tncy.pf t^e ftate.had but ope Jegion, was 
:)Ie at bis .-death to beq^eat^^ to his fuccef*- 
r forty; (even t^iifaipd imen anckr arms» 
Y that circumfl:antÇC<yoa will be inftruâed. 
bat may be done by the aftivity, vigi- 
iicc, and fpirit of a fmgle man. The em- 
re, it is faid^is undone. Howl are Italy» 
cily, Spain> Lybia, and iïl^pt, all* ex- 
ulîed.? Are ^(sptia, Macedpfiia, and the 
"{ÎS ,ftf ^.^ whisht ï»a'4c ç|ic^^.fiches ofi 
irius and.Alexandqr^ arechey grown bar^^ 
\ and ùnproduÀive ? But the.numbit:rs of. 
inkind are thinned 1 Oh, my friçnd^, lee, 
ial^hapçinefs tjç re-eftablitfied in thofc» 
;ions,. acdr^tl^.prpgrefs of pppulâtion will 
jrapid; in^',^|jl be (oxyjdxnV plenty,. 
I then, l,lhould havq courage to propolc. 

vaft pJan which I. have, meditated, and 
ich, perhapf;! is ^the only way to render 
empirc^niore powerful arid inore floyrilh- 

than even — And what can tHat pi n . 

f^id the emperor ? — I will optn it to 
I, replied Bqlifari^s. . , 

I'he operations of war, according to our 
r of conducing it, ç^cceeded the ftrength 

The legîûf.àt tjjat .time çonfifted of 3000 foot 
500 Kone.. I'i^ Ùiçnj/^Haljc^ and Plutarch' i life 

«At* « * ' 

K . . of 
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^fotir armies ; we weregijuc exhauflcd by 
laborious marches and fat rgue of every kind. 
The diverlion of our arms gave the enemy 
an opportunity to alarm us with fudden in- 
curfiofls, which the line* of veterans and of 
Agrarian fold iérs,- -poftedon our borders, 
was not flfffiçfent^to withftand ; and in con- 
itquence^' before' tftc'ntgulàr legions could 
come tip to therr fuppdrt, devaftation and 
terror wit hoot controul fpreada general ra- 
vage *• -Ih order, therefore, to oppofc.to 
this torrent a confiant fence, I would new 
model' tfîè 'empire tjpon â plan of miiitary 
pdlicy, 'în'^fàch 'fort that <cyeiy ^eeman 
ihoufld be a foWiery bilt for 'the purpofes 
only of internal defence. Upon this fyf- 
tern, every prefeft would have under his 
command a -well-arranged army, of which 
the cohorts would be formed by the cities, 
and the legions by the provinces, with pro- 
per places appointed for their rendezvous, 
that they might lb aft in concert as at 
thefoundofatrumpçt, to aflcmble imme- 
diately, and be embodied at the Ihorteft 
warning. • * 

From 

t In the time of AugtiikiSy èhe 'frontier provinces 
<}id not cTtceddnme. The legions M/ere efiabliihed 
nt fixed and regular pofls* But the number, of pro- 
vinces encreafing afterwards, the legions became ina- 
dequate to the fçrviçe. Conftantine withdrew them ?o 
an îtfterîor ftàHon, and the lines of vcleraûs, to whohi 
lands were allotted on the borders* of the enemy» 
made but a feeble fubflitute i|i the room of 'more xe* 
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From an army of this kind would refult 
the further advantage, that every individual 
would glow with the love of his native foil % 
that foil which he has helped to people, 
which his hands have cultivated, and which 
is endeared to him by the labour he has 
employed to make it flouridiing and fruit*- 
ful. With thefe incentives in their bofoms^ 
you may imagine to yourfelf how ardent 
they would be in the juft defence of their 
property f • 

In an empire of wide extent, there is no- 
thing fo difficult as to difFufe through the 
whole an idea of a common caufe, a prin- 
ciple of civil union, and one general intereft* 
Among people feparated by the fea, we fcl- 
dom obferve any confiden^ie degree of at- 
tachment to one another. The South is 
wholly indiffèrent about the dangers that 
alarm the North. The Dalmatian and iht 
IHyrian march under our banners into Afu 
with the coldeft infenfibility : to them it is 
a matter of no concern whether the Tigris 
flows under our laws or thofc of the Perfian» 
By military difcipline he is retained in the 
camp, and from tTie love of plunder he de- 
rives a degree offpirit ; butcool refleftion 
fucceeds ; by fatigue and labour he is re- 

K 2 taxed » 

' f Land-po(lêflk)iV8 infpii« their cultivators with 
coarage Xo idefend tfefirt. Th^ fruit of the foil is th^ 
ftakc which the conqacror propofes to wiiit Zsnoph, 
in Hujhandry, 



ce 

* 
I 
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laxed ; an4 in the firf^ moment of dlfcon- 
tent or terror he abandons a caufe which i$ 
/lot his own. Upon my plan the very reverfe 
would be the cafe : the name of country 
would not be an empty found to the foldier, 
but the objedt of his affedion, ever dear and 
j[îrefent, and twined about his heart by all 
^the tendereft lies- of .nature. To inflame the 
ibldier with fpirit againft the enemy, the 
proper harangue^ may be thus conceived- 
" Friends, countrymen, and fellow-citizens I 
5* behold the lands which gave you nurture ; 
*' Lpj the roof under whkh j^au drew your 
" firft breath ! the tomb of your ^ceftorsj 
the cradle of your infants^ and the be4 
of your wivies,.whom you are now going 
.*« ta defend."— j-And are not thefe powerr 
ful and pathetic motiv-es ? ^They ha,ve made 
more herpes thaQ çven love and, ambitioi). 
Of the^* fefiftlef$, influence pver minds train- 
ed up to ideas og >y?>' and tjiç rigorous. du- 
ties of military difcipline, you may eafily 
form a judgment. .^ . .^ . ..s », 

For my part, I ' dwell with inexprefllble 
dejight on the pi(3:ure^ whic;h even now 
imagination fondly draws of a laborious, 
warlike youth, pr^^ng with- ardour in all 
our towns and villages to jtheftandard of 
their country ; a fpiritecJ ancj a££ive race, 
preferved by labour from the vices of indo- 
lence, civorcdby hab^oto- thq rigours of 
manly exercife, addifted- to the ufcful arts 

of 
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or peace, and eager to take the field upon 
the firft alarm of danger \ In a militia fo 
conftituted, the crime of dcfcrtion would be 
a crime againft nature * -, and their courage 
and fidelity would be fecured to their coun- 
try by every facred bond that holds fociety 
together. The (late would not the lefs on 
this account be provided with its regular le- 
gions, which would be a moving bulwark, 
ready *to be advanced whenever danger 
called. By thefe means- a fpirit of emula- 
tion and a warlike genius would be diffufed 
tiirôughout the empire,^ and the reward of 
bravery* might be a commilTion to ferve irt 
the regular and more honourable body of 
the legions, which would be thus recruited, 
without thofe ralh levies of men, which par- 
tiality, fraud, collufion or negligence, inlift 
into the armv +. We fhould then have a 
mufter of the people. How fuperior would 
be the force of the empire to any former 
period of its ftrength,'even though we fliould 
look back to the days of its mod refulgent 
glory j;! Would the enemy of the South 

K 3 or 

* Communis utilitàtis <itreliéiio €ontra uaturam ejf* 
CIc. OiF. 3. 

•\ liinc tot uhique ah hoftihus iV.ata tlàdes^ àum kft" 
ga pax mHitim ineurù>fiusJegit\ dum pojjejpombus indiâik 
Tyrones per gratiam aut dij/imuiationem probant ur* Veget. 

lib, i. cap. 7. 

J Under Auguftus 23 legioHS % under Tîberî us 2c ; 
Adrian 30; Galba 372,000 men", half Romans and 
the other half auxiliaries. 
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or the North dare, in that cafe, to invade 
us ? Would they aflault a people, who with 
an undifciplined army, unprovided with the 
proper inftruments of war^ and almoft with- 
out bread, have fo often beat back their ir- 
ruptions ? 

And who can anfwer, interrupted Juftî- 
nian, that, in a military ftate like this, the 
people will always be under the coptroul of 
government ? Who wili venture to enfure 
a due fubordination ? — It will be enfured, 
replied Belifarius, by their own intercft, by 
the benignity of the laws, and the modera- 
tion, juftice, and fagacity, of a wife a^mini* 
ftration. You will be to good as to bear 
in your minds, that I made the happinefs of 
the people the very corner-ftone of the edi- 
fice. — It is very true, faid:Juftinian ; but 
the people are prone to change, fond of in- 
novation, inconftant, reftlefsj and ready to 
be inflamed by the firft: fadious leader that 
hopes to find his account in civil commo- 
tions. — You fee the people in one light on- 
ly, replied Belifarius ; you judge of thera in 
their prefcnt condition, a Itate of fuftering, 
like that in which they were plunged at 
Rome, * when Rome had fallen into mif- 
fortunes. But of this you may be fure, that 
Bfien always know their own wants, and 

will 

. • Hi mores 'uulgi ^ijji frafenlio^ prttttrita uhbrare^ 
^^Ingenio mohiU (pUhem)Jsditiofam^ di/carMofam^ cupi- 
étiVi nrum ncvarum^ juiifi €t otio advirfam. Sajluit 
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will underftand tbeir rights : Jet the prince 
I'uccour the former, and prGK<;â thç Utter, 
^nd you may rel; upon it that .they will 
^cknpw;ledgc alibis patriot cares with gra« 
titude. Tl>e. fovereign's love will be re- 
paid by the aâèétioFtô of his people. If he 
prove juft, benevojent and wife, confiding 
t;he offices, of his adwioiftration to none buc 
men worthy o( feconding the good inten- 
tions of a patriot prince, the people-on their 
part, will be docile. .and fubmiffive. By 
what tnetamorphofisf I fliould be glad to 
know, can a few difcontented fpirtts, a pal- 
try handful of fedicious majecoptenta con-* 
vejt a ptiople, jyho have reafon to be fatis- 
4çd, intQ a^'fct of .perjured re^U ?, Such a 
revoit; is only çq be. dreaded by him who 
leaves his fubjeÀs to groan under oppreflion : 
the charaâer of reigning for the good of the 
community Mfill always be a bulwark againft. 
trefifons.and confpiracies. Can itbeimagin- 
CKl,that amidil the appl^ufes fent up to the 
throne by a; grateful people, rebellion wilL 
dare to ereft its ftandard ? Where is it to feek 
acconiplices ? WiU it ,gQ into fcen.es of rural 
tranquillity, where peace, and liberty and. 
plenty, fit fmiKngori tfefi lapd ? Will it ikulk. 
m towQS, where indqftry.vVorka in chparfiil- 
rjefs, and the fortunes r of e«f y citizen, his, 
life, his property, and his rights, areijnder the 
fafe-guard of the laws ? Will it cabal in fa- 
milies Where 2jih(H^noe>.ti;utb, hoQQur» and; 

K V ' the 
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remote, but we may expeft to fee it dawn 
^pon us feortly. — My dear Tiberius, re- 
plied the emperor, you behold difficulties 
with the eye of youtjhfui inexperience j your 
iftivity vaults over them ; but my infirnii- 
ties fhrink back difmayed. To execute 
great pi^jedts, alas ! faid he» with a deep 
iigh, we muft begin eai-Iy» It is dot the 
time to btgin.to live., .when all we need is ta 
kam to die ; and yec I mud iee the good 
<^ mat! again. His converfatioa it is true,, 
afflifts me ; hut { had rather indulge a 
pleafing fadnefs.in his company» than fuffer 
the in (biting gaiety of vain unthinking^ 
nefi, who tl^ng about me in my palace.. 



CHAP. XV. 

AT the accuftomed hour^ the next day,, 
the emperor and Tiberius found the: 
kera in his. garden, enjoying the departing 
xays of the weftern fuh^ It no longer lights; 
meé. iaid Belifarius, with a look exprefliva 
of inward happincfs,. but it ftiU warm's and 
comfort! ms. In. tKat ftwpendous orb I- 
adore, the bounty and: magnificence of the^ 
great Cwtator.—TQ hear this ft rain of piety 
fet>m a warrior, faid Juftinian» delights and 
laviihes.me ; it. is the triumph of religion f 
-~Thc triumph of religion, replied Belifa- 

riusa. 
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rîu$, is to adminifter coofoUtipn in the hour 
of adverfity^ and to mingle in the cup of 
Ibrrow the fwds of. calm delight, and hea- 
venly. fatijsfaftiOD. That religion affords 
this JieartfcU joy, who can give better tefti- 
riiony than myfelf ? Overwhelmed with- 
years, deprived of fight, and deftitute.of 
friends, abandoned over to. myfelf, and no- 
thing prefent to my thoughts but the de- 
cline of frail mortality ,r afSiaiong and my 
approaching grave, I have nothing left but 
to fend up my mediutions to Heaven : 
t;o deprive me of that rwere, perhaps, to» 
drive me to defoair. The good man walks 
with God ^;. a iecret confcioufhofs that he is 
acceptable to his. Crcatoi;' warm^.his .heart \. 
and from that iburce .he derives ftrength: 
and rapture even in the midft of afHiâion. 
Whcû I wis firft Surrounded with misfor- 
tunes»' defertcd by all,, and given up to my 
enemies,, who Mi^crc plotting my ruin, I have- 
often faid to myfelf^ Be of courage,. Belifa- 
niws J yoa are free from fclf-repjoaQh, and 
your God beholds youj My htert,. where 
all jvas lài4: wafte: ttnd. defolate with: 
mifery, revived and glowed within me ae: 
thatïefleâion ; I felt ix .expand in my bo- 
fom with new life and joy. . I hold^he fame* 
fclf conf/îrcnceftiU ; and whea my daugh- 

K 6 . ; ter 

^ pfftlla fye De9 fmm bonaeji. Scnec* Inter ionos- 
Wns at UiUm amicUii ejjf^conciliante *vlrtute. Ideixu. 
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ter is with me, yielding to the (troke of af- 
fliâion, and bathing my face with tear^s ; 
Can you be afraid X afk hefj^ that He who 
tent us on this ftage of U&, will ceafe to 
prompt, to invigorate, and ifupport us ? 
Your heart is endowed >;vith fenfibility, and 
truth and pureft virtue refide there ; your 
father has not more to anfwer for than your- 
fclf ; and can ypu imagine that the Foun- 
tain of all goodnefs< wiwdefert that virtue- 
which be loves ? Oh f iny daughter, come^ 
but the mometttyiJwJi^n He, that with his* 
breattx called forth my foul into exiftence, 
ihall command it ini» his off/n glorbus pre- 
fence ^' and then we (hail fee whether wicic- 
ed men ^wlll foltovvr tkicher to diO:urb that 
ftate of bHfSfc My -poor dàilghien Eudoxai 
liftens with fixed attention m this confoling 
language, and héf dears fafl is fee hears it 5 
but they are teiars that flow mingled with 
delight : aftd thus byiiegf«« 4i^ Aer to 
confider. life as a little voyage,! whith we per- | 

form in a^ -bark not accommodated to oun | 

wiflbeé, . and therefore with joy ^vie -a j^oach 
the part, where afl i^ /^ce^ dèlighti and 
rapture. ' ..,.•'''. -••: , ;; : 

You have framed fbr your felf, faid the 
emperor, -.'a very, comfbrtable fcheme of 
religion !.-^k is th6 true r^ligion^. replied 
Belifarius. Would yod have me contem- 
plate the God whom I adore^ in the light 
oPa fullen andofFcndèdtyrànti wh6 de- 
lights in vengeance only t 1 know full welt 

that 
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that when he is reprefented ço us by men of' 
dark,* of jealous, haughty and melanclioly 
tempers, the image of the Deity takes a- 
tinfture ffoitv rifeimagihacions it has paf-'* 
fed through; and ^benevolent God is made* 
t0 appear a 'fretful, paffionate, and iraffciWc^' 
being, like the creatures that talk of him. ' 
They perhaps îînd their account m making 
their own vices the attribute of heaven :.- 
But I endcavoor t*- figure to^ myfeïf the- 
perfeftion* whfeh it is my dlity to imitate;* 
Do you think this an error ? It is at -leaft- 
an itt'rtodeï^t^ohe, • -Frôni the hiands of. my 
Creator ^ I came iForth weak and feeble ; hç. 
will be indulgent fherefore; to him k is 
apparent that I have* neither the nrtatJnefs 
nor lhe*'\vickedri^fs ta-ofierid hinr: that 
infatuatkwfi-df mind, that ^impotence of 
pride 'is fot*eJgn tb^my he^rt. To my God 
I am more dut>ft»lly attached, more fer- 
vently demoted, than ever 1 was to the em- 
peror: and of this I am fufe, that the 
emperor, who is but weak érrinfc; man^ 
would never have done^me harm, if, like 
my God, he could hai^ "read rhy heart: 

Alas! that God, feid Jiiftihiah,. i^, not^* 
withftariding what you have faid, a God of 
wrath 5 a terrible God ^ — Yes, to the guilty 
he is terrible,- replied Beliferiusj but I nm 
le If- acquitted ifl my own confciehce-, it tells 
me 1 • aW godé ^ànd virtuous ; and- in the 
fymè' maftnef- «hftt^tlie fl&gk%>iito^fo^f is in- 
^ compatible 
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compatible with thee(!ènce of the divinitf, 
I have the comfort to think that the foul of 
the jufl; man is analogous to tjhe fountain of 
all goodneJlsvrfT-Eut whic{iio€ iis is the juft: 
man, faid the emperqr ?~-Hc that endea- 
vours moft to be fo, replied Bdifôrius: fc^ 
goodnefs confifts altogether in volition. 
. That you delight i^n the conten^platicmof 
your God, iaid Tiberius, is not fiwprizing,. 
£nce you b^ihold him ia fo amiable a light! 
-~ Alas ! replied the old man, I know how 
tnuch I atn obliged to ilr^in. my feeble 
powei^S in order to conceive iui^alDÎy criTthe 
Divine M^eily; and after all theeQbits of a, 
limited capacity to form into one complex 
ifiea all that is fublime^ and beauitifiil, and 
good, l^am confcious how inadeciiiAffi the 
ifpage is at laft. But what cap a/man» whpt 
would elevate I^is thought^ to a nodog.' o£ 
^is: Maker ? If that all* wife; and ineompre- 
henfible Beii^ delights^in any thing,, it is in 
the effuAon of benevolence to all his creat 
tuj;eS;:. this fefledipn paints him tpr m^ io 
the mildefi: attitudes,, and on that idea I 
therefore ;dwelt> in-prder tp |brni.thempi^ 
endearing conctpiion of him.. . 

But it will not be enough, faid the em^f^ 
peror^ to define him a benevolent Being:: 
you muft calll^im juft alia-^-rThey arc fy- 
ppni «nous word?, /replied: JBelifarius. To 
delightr.ia goodnefs, aç^ to- hai^^'a de- 
içjbiiçn. fpi? cviU^ t«-rft«r|r(J tjh.e former^ 

and. 
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and to punHh the latter, that is the true 
charadter of goodncfs : thac is my firft, my 
unalterable principle. Has it never hap* 
pened to you as it has tp me, to attend the 
levee of Titus, ofTrajin, and Antoninus ? 
That is one of the reveries in which my 
imagination loves to indulge. I fancy my-- 
felf in thac court,, compoied of the true 
friends of the crown : I fee thofe illuftrious. 
princes difpenfe the fmîles of complacence 
all around the honeft circle; I fee them 
conbmunicate the beams of glory and of 
majefty, mixed and blended with fuch plea« 
fing delicacy and foftncfs, that every heart 
participates of the'joy^ the fovereign feels 
m diSufipg . happineû to others. If thac 
be an auguit f^ene, how much more gIo« 
rlous and refulgent will be the court of 
Him, woo is at laft to receive my foul I It 
will be filled with the Titus*s, the Trajans, 
and the Antoninus's, thofe delights ot 
mankind. It is in their company, aod 
that of the virtuous of all ages and of all 
countries, that the poor blind Belifarius. 
will glow with pureft fire before the throne , 
of a good and equitable God. — And the: 
wicked, faid Tiberius, hqw do you difpofe 
of them ? — They will not be there! I (hall; 
hope, continued he, to fee in that blaze of 
glory the auguft and wretched old man. 
who took away my cyesj for he has dona 
much good,, from, the inclination of his. 

heart >; 
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heart; and if he ever did wrong, he was 
furprifed into it. He will rejoice, 1 believe» 
to fee niy loft organs reftored to me ! — As 
thus the hero fpoke, his whofe countenance 
was irradiated with joy, while the emperor 
poured floods of tears, reclining upon the 
fareaft of Tiberius- 

At length his tender fenfations giving 
way to refleflion. Do you hope, faid the 
çrtiperor,^ to find the pagan heroes in that 
paradife which has fo enraptured you ?* 
Do you think they will be adniiitted?— 
My good neighbour, replied BeHfarius, 
you do not mean, I am fure, to afflrft me 
in my old age ! I am poor and wretched» 
without any other comfort thaïi that which 
fprings up within me "fronx the fcènes of 
futurity which I have fanbied* to myfelf. 
If it be. aa error, pray iridulge mjç in itr 
it cheers. my heart, and God is not offend- 
ed i it enlarges my idea of his benevolence-,, 
and I love hifti more ardently for it. I 
canilot be induced to think that between my^ 
foul and that of Àriflfides; oî Marcus Au- 
rclius and of Cato, there is an eternal, abyfs 
of reparation v if I thought there were, F 
feel • that my love for the great- Author of 
our exiûence would be diminiflied by it. 

Young 

• Tt has been decided by the fathers that God will 
wdrk a miracle, rather than .let liim per5(h cverlaft*- 
ingly Who' has faithfblly ftlUo^ed jthe laws of nature. 
£uc Juftinian, it is well known, was à bigot, ando£ 
a perfecuting fpiriu 
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Young' man, faid the emperor to Tibe- 
riuis,' while you honour the enthufiaft'ic 
virtue of this hero, you tnuft not believe 
hitn an orthodox giiide. ' BeHfarius never 
pretended to be 'deeply verfed in the myf- 
teries of faith-. — =— And who- can be deeply 
verfed, fepliçd the hero ? Ala$ ! who can 
prefumeto thinK his eye 'has pervaded the 
great! fcheme bf Providence. The all- wife- 
Creator hasf given 'tis "two guides, which 
ought to operate in concert with each 
other ; and thofe guides are, the light of 
faith, and of natural reafon. * The truth pf 
which we are convinoçd'by intuition, faith 
will never contradidh Revelation is buc 
afup^lement -td the -ll^ht' of nature : it is 
the fatpe voice that Ipçaks to' us from the- 
tfiTbhe of heaven, and from the bottom of 
the htart. - -It is impoflifalc that they (hould 
be at variance; and if on the one hand, the 
truth that ftirs \yithirr me,' announces the 
juft and'gôôd'mân to be axxeptable to his 
Creator^ I Ihill hév'er hear On the other, 
that he IS obnoxious to the wrath of heaven» 
— And who can be anfwerable, faid the 
emperor, that this inward fentiment is the 
revelation of nature ?-^If it be ribr, replied 
Belilarîus,'à Juft akd benevolent God fuffers' 
me to be milled, ^hdall 'isJoft. It is thé' 
light of natural reafôrithaï !!élls me there is 
an all-governing mind, that commands me 
to worlhip him, and promulgates his laws 

in 
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in my very foul. And- will the wife 
Creator give n^c ,by thofe means an in-, 
warcl conviftijoo» tha^: may prove atlafl: the. 
groffeft error? Alas! whoever i^ my anta- 
gonift on thefe points, I beg hirn to leave 
me dill my confciencc, the light of. intui- 
tion : it is my guide, and my beft fup- 
port. Without it, I can i)0 Icjr^jer diftin^ 
guifh righc ffom wrong, or good from evil i\ 
Vuth aS' falfliopd become indifcricpinate, 
^d my duty lofes its ianâion. I dp not; 
even know that there are any duties to bind 
me: I then ani blind^indeed; and they 
who took from me the light of the fun^ 
were by. farlefs barbarous than the. man 
who ihould e^^tingqiflit iq a)e the internal 
light of reafon. ^ , 

Let mè a(k ypu, ifaiB Juàiinian, y^hat do 
you perceive, io clwrly by this faint, glim-, 
mering ray within the mind? — I perceive,, 
cçplied tlîe hero^ Upatiphe., religion which^ 
intimates to nvea juft and bençyoknt God, 
is a true religion \ and th^t whafev^r is re-.- 
p^ugnant to that fine inward fentiment, is 
nqt of that religion. Shall, \ ayow my 
principles ? I am attached to that religion, 
becaufe it renders me better,, and, gives a 
ilignity to my nature/ If { fdt that ic 
made me haughty, fiercf , and h^r4 of ^learc, 
I fhould abjure;k at once, and tQ^ould fay 
to my God, In the dilemma which obliges 
me to be either wicked Qf: an unbeliever, I 

chufc 
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chtiiè the latter, and am fure it will leaft 
offend you. — But happily the religion I 
embrace, is congenial to my heart. Love 
God» and love his works: can aay thing 
be more fimple, juft, and natural ? To wilh 
good to him who does us evil ^ what a 
noble morality ! how generous and fublime ! 
In our misfortunes, to confider all as a 
trial of virtue, how fweet and comfortable 
the philofophy ! Thus far I a-m content ; 
and while I poffefs this moral fyftem, if 
myfteries are propofed to me, 1 acknow- 
ledge them above my reafon, and I fubmit, 
with a fincere companion for thofe whofe 
judgment wants the fame re6litudeand do- 
cility : at the fame time I recommend them 
to the fupreme goodnefs of the Father of 
all, and to the ihfinite mercy of that omni- 
fcienc- Judge whQ k^-s the paths of error, 
and can forgive it. 

In this W2^y of prpceeding^. faid Juftiniao, 
you are going to deal out falvation to num- 
bers without diftinctioh! — And is it ne-. 
ceflary, replied ' Belifarius, that numbers 
fhould be in a ftate of reprobation? — 1 feel 
with you,, faid Juftinian, than it is more 
comfortable to love God, than to fe^r him ; 
but aU nature attefts his vengeance, and the 
rigour of his decrees. — ^For my part, faid ' 
Beliferius, I ani pcrfuâded that he only pu-* 
nifiies when the divine grace cannot be 
e:{(tended9 that fae is not the origin of* 

eyili 
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evil ; that he has formed the beft poffiblc 
fyftem, and has difFufcd all the good that 
fyftem was capable of receiving, -f That 
is my theology. Let it be propofed 
throughout the world, and it will be found 
worthy of being embraced with zeal and 
veneration : the voice of nature will {peak 
aloud in favour of it. Should violence and 
cruelty arm it with fwprd and fire ; Ibould 
the rulers of the earth, who profefs this re- 
ligion, with bigot rage bid the fiends of hell 
over run the world, and in the name of 
Cod excruciate thofe whom they- ought to 
pity and to love, they will eftablifh one or 
other of thëfe two propofitions ; either 
that their religion is barbarous like them- 
felves, or they give the lie to the doctrine 
of truth. 

^ You have raifed, faid Juftinian, a fexious 
and important queftion ! To throw fome 
light upon it, it will be proper to enquire 
whether a prince has a right to eftablifh 
throughout his dominions, . an uniformity 

• of 

+ The opinion of the Stoic fcool, which was 
adobted by Leibnits and other • 0>ir/w^/, is here 
afcribed to Beliiarini. Bonus eft {Deui^J bttno nulla 
iujufquam hunt inwidia eft :JecifJtaque ^uam optimum ffo^ 
/«>/. Senec. Epift. Lib. 25. ^Ifquid nobis negatum 
eftt dart nonpotuit. Idem de Bcnefi. Lib. 2. Cap, 
28* Magna hccepimus majora non e^mus. Ibid. 
Cap. 29. Deum fine tot^lio 4^entem nt cogitare qui^ 
drmfaciU eft: qua autemjuijfet cau/a propter quam mak. 
mihi confultumfuifet. Marc, Anton. Lib.> 6,. , 
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of faith, apd' one general mode of worfhipt 
If this right be inherent in the crown, how 
can it be exerted againfl: rebellious and 
ftubborn diflentcrs, but by force and pu- 
nifliments ? 

As I am making a.profefllon pf fahh» 
faid" Belifarius, I will frankly own, that 
v^hatever concerns the good order of fo- 
ciety, and has an influence on the manners, 
is of neceffity fubjeft to the jurifdiftion of 
the fovereign, not as the inf^lible judge of 
truth and falfhobd, but as a magillraté 
whofe province it is . to compute the poli- 
tical, good or evil that refaits from the ac- 
tions of men : and this opinion of mine I 
found upon this principle, which fhould be 
a firft principle in every man's creed, 
ftamely,That God is the friend of order, and 
authorizes nothing that can difturb it.- 
Well then, faid the emperor, do you doubt 
that- there is a clofe' -^nd .inti.oiate relation 
between the eftabliflied faith and the man- 
ners? — I acknowledge, replied gelifariuç, 
that there are many jcruchs^^.by* their nature 
interwoven - with . the planners -, but . take 
this with you, that there arc intuitive truths 
planted- by .the ba^d of God in every breaft-^ 
which no man in his fenfes will call in quef- 
tion. .Whereas the truth of myfteries, 
which, are beyond the reach of the human 
underftanding, and theref(j)re require a 
revelation, has nQ.cpnneâ:ioA w^th the mo- 

ral9 
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fais of mankind. For if we confider a 
moment, we (hall perceive, that the all- wife 
Being has detached his myfteries from the 
great fyftem of ethics, forpurpofes the moft 
important to fociety, namely, that without 
waiting for a revelation, manihoirld be led 
by thepropenfity^of hie natute, to a moral 
conduft. And if Providence has thought 
lit to make the welfare of fociety, the po- 
litical happinefs of mankind, the fate of 
empires, and the courfe of human contin- 
gences, altogether independent of the fu- 
blimc truths of revehtion, my queftion is. 
Why Ihould not the civil magiftrate imitate 
the difpenlations of the Supreme Being? 
The fovereign Ihould enquire difpaflionatc- 
ly whether, by believing or not believing 
any particular fpeculative point, mankind 
would in a moral lenfc be better or worfe, 
9fkd in a political view, more valuable citi- 
2ens, or more faithful fubjefts. This, I 
will take upon me to fay, Ihould be the 
rule of fovereign authority ; and in confe- 
quence of it you fee what a number of in- 
genious difputes would be excluded from 
civil government. 

I obferve, faid the emperor, that you 
leave nothing to the fuperintendence of the 
magiftrate but what effeiltially concerns 
the intcrefts of fociety: and yet among all 
the important duties of fovereignty, the 
moft facred office furely confxfts in being 
|he vicegerent of heaven, for the purpofes 

of 
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of enforcing the difpenfations of the eternal 
will.-— Ah! let them be vicegerents of al- 
mighty goodneû, faid Belifarius, and tliey 
will do well to leave the miniftry of ven* 
geance to the demons of hell. — That the 
darknefs df ignorance fhbuld be difpelled, 
gnd that Truth Ihbuld have its triumph 
throughout the world, muft be allowed, 
faid the emperor, to be coincident with 
the plan of Infinite Goodnefs. — Truth can- 
not fail to triumph, faid Belifarius, but it 
muft iiot be by the arm of flelh. Do you 
not perceive that, by putting the fwdrd of 
vengeance into the hand" of Truth, you en- 
truft Error with it alfo ? TJie very poflcfljon 
of that fword will be ever deemed a fuffi* 
cient authority to wield it without mercy ; 
and, Jet mç add, Perfecution will always be 
on the Hde of the ilrongeft, and will there 
crc(5lits banners according to the prevalence 
of opinion, and, as that fuggefts, will glut 
icfelf with the blood of unhappy viftims. 
In this manner, we know, Analthafuis per-' 
fccuted that mode of faith which Juftinian 
now protects. Thlc dcfcepdants of men, 
who were formerly murdercd^l^y the fpirit 
of intolérance, have now reverfed thefcene, 
and in their turn Commit a daily maflacre 
upon the pofterity of thofe, who not long 
iînce butchered mankind for the fervice of 
another religion. Behold thofe two princes, 
who thought to render themfelves accepta-* 

blc 
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blç to.^God by pioufly; npurdering.their fd- 
low-creatures !. Suppolîhg ihç principle to 
be right, can either of them be fure th*at 
the' blooU he fpiltwas' chat v^ith which 
God defired to fee his altars imbrued ? 
Error has an immennty of fpâCé,^ and truth 
is like ^ mathematical point in the prodi- 
gious void. And who has hit that' poiht ? 
Each man aflumes thathappinefs to himfelf; 
but upon what proof? If there be the clear- 
eft evidence that he is right, can that evi- 
dence authorife'him to infift, and to infift 
fword in hand, that mankind fhould be 
convinced by it ? Perfuafion comes from 
heaven; or it is the work of man. If from 
heaven, it will briftg With it the credentials 
of its miflion'V jf it.be of hùmârt ôfigin,' it' 
Can only claim the authority of i^eafon over 
the faculties of the underft'anding. " Each" 
man is anfwerable'for Ms bwrtfoul. It is' 
his bufinefs, therefore,* and" his only> to de-' 
termine the choice. upon which the happi- 
rtefs or "mlfery of his future exiftence de- 
pends. You woûîdicpmj/elifte to think 
as you do;^^and if ypu ajrç 'ifiiftdken, you 
fte'how dear it cc^'mfe. ' As toyoirfelf^- 
rhe error migh^tliave been' innocent i will* it 
be innocent to work m'y rain? Alas! ^hy 
is man fo arrogant as to fee up his own re- 
ligious creed as a h,^ to others? Millions, 
who had entertained à rational fyftcîm of 
belief, have been ' feduced and ; impoled 

'' ^ ' upon 
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tipon. Bue let ic bê even fuppofed thac the 
eealous religionift is infallible: is it my ducjr 
to attach infallibility to any human opinion? 
God, he will fay, enlightens him: let him 
then charitably pray, that God will favour' 
me in the fame manner. But, ^ter M, if 
this infallibility be affumed upon human evi* 
dence, what iecurity has the zealot for him- 
felf or for me^ whom he has forced into his 
fed ? The only point upon which all theo- 
logifts agree is, that they do not compre- 

.hcnd the very myftcrics they dare to pro- 

. nounce uoon with fuch peremptory deci-' 
iion: and mail it béa crime in me to douU, 

.where they do not underftand? Let pure 
end fimple faith defccnd from heaven, and 
it will be fure of gaining profely tes : but 

.decrees and penal edifts will give two thing» 
onîy to the world, rebels and hypocrites» 
The brave will rebel, to vindicate the rights 
of the free-born mind, and tFiey will. he 
martyred ; cowards will wear the maflc of 
diflîmulation ; while the fanatics of every feft 
will be fo many tigers let loofç upon mankind, 
Call an eye upon Theodoric, that wife king 
of the Goths, whofe reign (if we except 
thé latter end of it) was not inferior to the 

. adminiftration of our moft virtuous princes. 

. He was of the Arian perfuafion ; but fo far 
from defiring to plant his own ^alth by the 
deftruftion of mankind, that he punilhed 
the occafional conformity of his favourites 

L with 
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with death. *• How can I think, he ufe3 
** to fay, that you will not betray me, fine 
" with a fpirit of the baled complaifanci; 
■*• you betray him who was adored by your 
•' forefathers ^" — The efuperor Conftancius 
■thought the fame. With iiim it was never 
-a crime in the fubjeft to be ftcady in his re- 
ligious tenets; on the contrary, it was in hjs 
<yes a fin of the deepeft dye in any cour- 
tier to abjure his faith for tcniporal mo- 
tives, and betray his foul for the feke of 
court favour. Would to Heaven, that like 
them, Juftinian had fievcr bent himftif to 
■cndave the privilegeof thinking ! But alas! 
he fuffcred himfelf to be involved in con- 
troverfies, which caft never be ended j and 
, which gave him more trouble than all his 
iUuftrious labours. For what were the con- 
fcquences? Seditions, revolt, and maflacres. 
His own quiet and that of the ftate was un- 
•done. 

The tranqttiilityof the ftate, faid the em- 
peror, depends upon unity of fentiment. 
— The exprelïion is equivocal, replied Be- 
iifirius, and the confiant fource of miftake. 
T-he minds of men are never in better har- 
mony, than when each individual is at liber- 
ty to think forhimfclf. Do you know whence 
it is that opinion is jealous, arbitrary, and 
intolerant ? It is owing to the fatal error of 
fofcreigns, in thinking the fpeculative o- 
pinions of mankind of high importance to 
the 



B E L I s A R I U s. ai9 

the ftatc, and diftinguifliing one dogmati- 
cal party with the mod partial favours, in 
prejudice and total cxclulion of all the reft. 
N o man is willing to be marked out for 
contempr, profcribed, and ftripped of all 
his civil rights. Whenever a ftate is divid- 
ed into two faftions, and one of them en- 
^rofles all the advantages of the communi- 
ty, the other, whatever be the caufe of dif- 
fenfion, will think îtfclf aggrieved, and the 
love of their country will give way to re- 
fentment and fourncfs of fpirit. The molt 
frivolous ohje<5t will become grave and im- 
portant, ^s foon as it influences the peace of 
focieiy. It is that influence, and not the 
thing itfelf, which inflames the temper of 
- party, .Let a controverfy be raifed con* 
cerning the grains of land on the fea-fhoiej 
to that controverfy annex a degree of in* 
ifluence upon the condition of the fubjet^^^ 
and it will be managed with as much heat 
and animofuy as any other queflion. Kc* 
ligious fury is, for the moft parr, com- 
pounded of jenvy, fierce dcfire, ambition; 
pride, hatred, ahd fanatic vengeance, that 
tyrannizes with zeal, as if it were conimiffion-» 
cd by heaven : and all thefe complicated 
paffions are the gods of which ft)vereigns are 
made implacable delegates. Were there no- 
thing to be gained on carijh by waging War 
for heaven ; were zeal for truth to- be dct 
j^.ived of a pioys licence to murder all 
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vhodif&r about an hypothefis } were rclU 
gious enmity no longer allowed to rife upon 
the ruins of the man it hates; were it re- 
ftraincd from enriching itfelf with the fpoils 
of the oppoQce feâ, and gaining undue 
honours and preferments ; the fpirits of man- 
kind would foon be compoied, and all the 
various parties would be left to dogmatife 
after their own fafhion. 

And fo the caufe of God would be aban- 
donedy faid Juftinian. — The caufe of God, 
replied Belifarius, wants no enthufiafts to 
fupport it. Is it owing to polemical di- 
vinity that the fun rifes, and the ftars glit- 
ter in the firmament ? Truth fhines with 
its own pure genuine luftre, and the un- 
derftandings of men are not enlightened by 
burning the faggots of perfccuiion. The 
aâions of mankind are committed by Hea- 
ven to the jurifdidion of Ibvereigns ; but 
to judge of the inward fehtiment, is a right 
rcferved for the great Searcher of hearts. 
That Truth has not chofcn princes for its ar- 
bitrators will be perfeftly plain, if we con- 
fider, that not one of them is exempt from 
crron 

If the liberty of thinking, faid the empe- 
ror, muft not be limited, the liberty of aft- 
ing will foon claim the fame immunity. 

There can be no danger of it, replied Be- 
lifarius : it is in that refpeft that man is 
«nder the immediate controul of the civtl 
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power ; and while that power <Eon6nes it* 
fclf wUhin the limits of law and natural 
juAice, it will have the kfs occafion for 
force to maintain ks own dignity, and the 
good order of fociety. The bafis of author 
rity is juftice; remove the latter, and the 
former falls to the ground. 1 want to know 
by what arts of illufion is mortal man to 
deify himfelf,and induce his fellow-cr^aturcs 
to be duped by the monftrous apotheoHs to 
fuch a depth of infatuation, as to let him^ 
fword in hand, command mankind to be* 
lieve what he believes, and think what he 
thinks ? Aflc the commanders of th^ army, 
whether the logic of the iword has ever con» 
vmced the world ^ Bid them tell you whac 
were the effeâs oF violence and rigour againft 
the Vandals ? I was i» Sicily^ ; ^iomon ar- 
rived in the extremity of defpair : " AU 
" is over in Africa, laid he 5 the Vandals 
•* have rtvohcd r Carthage is taken, and 
*• they have committed the vHtftl ravage v 
^ within the walls and round the country 
«' all is a delvge of blood ; and this hor- 
** rible confu&on i» owing to certain pole- 
** mical zealots,, who do- not underltanA 
" themfelves, and of courie never, can be 
V reconciled- If the emperor will mix. 
•« himfelf thus in abftraâ: fophiftry, and 
** publifli his cdifts in fupport of fubtle-' 
•*' ties which he does not comprehend, let 
^ bim put his irrefragable doflors at the 

L^ ^ head» 
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*' head of his armies : for my part I re- 
^' fign : they have driven me bes ond all pa- 
'* tience." Thus that brave man declared 
his fentiments : between ourfelves he was 
in the right. There- are paffions enough, 
incidenrt to human nature for the difquiet 
of the world, without having the. torch of 
difcord lighted up by/anaticifm. 

And who, enquired the emperor, fliall 
quench the flames of difcord ? — The nature 
of the human mind will quench the flame, 
returned Belifarius : for cafuifts will grow 
tired at laft of flcirmifhtng about propofi- 
tions men cannot underftand, and cavilling 
about diftindlions none have leifure to attend 
to. At fi rit indeed, new fangled opinions 
excited curiofity, and that curioflty encou- 
raged the eagernefs of diifputatioh. Take 
away from controverfy all importance in the- 
eyes of the worlds and it will foon be our 
of fafhion : men in thgicifc wiU endeavour 
todiitingtfim themfelves by foraething dif- 
ferent from ah idle hypothefw. I compare- 
thefe polemical bigots to a fet of champions 
in the public games, who would embrace 
bne another in perfeft good humour if left 
to themfelves ; but being gazed at by the 
multitude, they cut one another's throats. 

To «vow the truths faidî Tiberius, hifr 
TCafonings have almoft convinced me.-—. 
What troubles me, faid the emperor, is, 
that upon this fyftem the zeal ot a prince 
can render no fervicc to religion. 

Heaven. 
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Heaven prcfcrve me, returned Belifarius^ 
from doing that mifchief. I leave him the 
furcft means of fcrving the interefts of 
religion, by peaking the foundnefe of hi», 
faith appear frooi the purity of his morals ;. 
and by holding tortK the tienour of his go- 
vernment as an evidence, and indeed as a. 
pledge for the truth that governs his aftions. 
By making men happy it is eafy to make 
profelytes. A good and upright king has. 
a more powerful empire over the hearts of 
men, than all the pious friends of perfecu- 
tion coUefled together. It is indeed eafier 
and more expeditious to cut men's throan 
than to pcrfuadc thciu i. hi>e if bigot kings 
wece to raife their voice to the Moft High,, 
with this queftion, What arms would ,yoa 
hav»e us employ to make you adored upon 
earth ? and if God would deign to make 
hJmfelf heard, the anfwer would be, Dis- 
play Yoirft. Virtues. 

As foon as the emperor's fpirits, which 
bad been much agitated by this enquiry,, 
grew calm again in the filence of retreat, he 
recalled to mind the maxims and thecoun- 
fels^of the religious fedtaries that furrounded 
bito; their cnthufiaftic violence, their pride^, 
and unrelenting animofity. What a con-, 
trad, faid he, has Belifarius exhibited ! A 
man grown, grey in battle, and yet breath- 
ing" the fweetnefs of hu -nanity, .mecknefs,, 
and benevolence ! whereas the minifters o£ 
the God of peace preach nothing but im- 

L 4 pcriou» 
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perious arrogance and implacable rigour ^ 
The old hero is at once pious and juft : he 
lovfs bis God» and wiihcs to fee hinn adored 
by all ; he only requires that the jadoratioa 
offered up Ihould fpring from fentimcnt and 
iree-will. Alas ! I have given way to a 
falfe zeaU which, at the bottom, was no 
better than a rage to tyrannize over the hu* 
man undcrftanding. 



CHAP. XYL 



AS the crnpcror and Tiberius went the 
next day to revifit the hero, they cn^ 
cou.tered a danger which they had noc 
forefeen ; amd the glory of delivering them 
was rtfcrved by Heaven as one triumph 
jBore to crown the fame of Belifarius. 

I'he Bulgarians^ who had been chafed no 
farther than the foot of the mountains in' 
Upper T hrace, no fooner perceived the 
country free from their purfuers, than they 
fprcad themfelves again over the face of the 
land. One of their detached panics was 
prowling in queft of prey near the retreat 
of Belifarius, when a carriage appeared and 
promifed z rich booty* 1 hey immediate* 
iy hemmed it in ; intercepted ihc two tra- 
\cllcr^i wd m;\dç thçm prifgncrs. As they 

furrex^^ 
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Ajrrendered all they had without hefitating,. 
the plunderers fpared their lives. But for 
their liberty a ranfom, not in their power ta 
pay down,, was expeâied, andtherefore they)^ 
were led along in captivity. 

But one way of efcapingf out of theif* 
hands, without being known, occurred to 
the emperor. Conduâ us^ ikid he, to the- 
place whitheir we were going r there we: 
ihall be able to procure the ranfom you re* 
quire. C wHl anfwer with my head that 
you have no furprize to apprehend ; and i£ 
I break my word, or give you reafon to re- 
pent, confiding in me, 1 agree to forfeit m^ 
Ufc. 

The air of candour and majefty with 
which thefe words were uttered, made aa 
imprefljon upon the Bulgarians^.. "Whither 
would you have us lead yoa? enquired the 
Bulgarian chief -—About fix miles off, an- 
fwered the emperor,, to the retreat of Beli- 
iariius.1— -Of Belifarius ! what ! doyou know 
that illuftrious hero ?~*Moft aflliredly I do,. 
fi»d the emperor, and I dare count upon' 
him as my friend. — If that be the cafe, re* 
plied the Bulgarian, you need be under no. 
apprehenfion : we will accompaiiy you- 
tliuher. 

Belifarius^on the firft notice of their ar- 

lival,. imagined they came to* carry him off 

a fécond time ; and his daughter, with tears^ 

with fhriek3> and the utmoft confternation^ 

- s L5 clafçcd 
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clafped him in her arms, My father, faid^ 
flie. Oh ! my father ! muft we part again ?• 

In this inftant word was brought, that, 
the court-yard was filled with an armed- 
force, that ftood in formidable ranks round 
a cârriage/Bel^farius made his appearance : 
and the chief of the Bulgarians immediately 
accoflinghim,llluftrioushcrx), faid he, here- 
arc two men who claim an acquaintance with 
you, and call you their friend.-^What are 
their names, faid Belifatius ? — I am Tiberius^ 
faid the young man, and my father is made- 
a prifoner with me. — Oh ! yes, I know them», 
exclaimed Belifarius j they are my neigh- 
bours, and my good friends. But you that 
lead them hither, by what right have you 
laid hands on them P Who and what are 
you ? We are Bulgarians, faid the chief,. 
and the right of war is x)ur claim. But 
every thing gives w^y to the efteem wd 
have for you. We (hould but ill fcrve a 
prince who honours you, if we failed in 
refpeét to thofe whom you acknowledge^ 
Thou wonderful man 1 your friends are 
free, and to you they are indebted for theit 
liberty. 

At thefe words^ thp emperor and Tibe- 
rius made an effort to raile their arms and 
embrace Belifarius : the hero felt the chains 
which reftrained them •, And how, faid hci 
your hands bound in captivity ! andhe un? 
tet.ered th«m immediately. 

Aftonilh' 
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Aftonifhment, joy, furprize, and wonder 
together rofe and throbbed wildly in the. 
bofom of Juftinian. Oh ! virtue, faid he ta 
himfclf, powerful virtue ! what an irrcfifti- 
ble enipire is thine ! a poor blind old man,., 
f^rrounded with wrecchednefs, commands* 
refpedt from kings ! wrcrts the fword.from 
the haftds of barbarians,, and. frees from 

chains the man who Gracious God ! if 

the univerfe beheld the fhame that covers 
me-! Alâs ! it would be too mild apunilh- 
,ment ! 

The Bulgarians were defirous to return 
the booty they had feized : By no mean$, 
faid the emperor, keep it all as a gift, and 
reft afTured. that I ihall alfo add the raofom 
we had ftipulated» 

The Bulgarian dilef, in taking leave of 
Bdifarius, aiked if he-had any commands 
for the king his ra after. Tell him it is my. 
conftant prayer to heaven, faid Belifarius, 
that lb valiant a prince may be the ally and 
die friend of my fovereign. 

Oh.! Belifarius, exclaimed Juftinian now 
recoyered from his confufion and furprize, . 
Oh, Belifarius-! what an afcendant have you 
gained over the hearts of men ! The very 
enemies of.the empire eftecm and Jove you J: 
—Do not wonder, faid the hero with a. 
fmile, at the intercft I have with the Bulga- 
rians. I am upon good terms with their 
king rand but a few days fince we fuppcd. 

L.6 together,. 
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togciher. — Where was tKat, faîd Tiberius ? 
— In the king's own tent, replied the hero ^ 
I forgot to nriention that adventure. As I 
was on my Journey hither, I was, like youy 
made a prifoner, and conduced to the bar* 
barian camp. Their king gave me a gene- 
rous reception, entertained me handfomely, 
and lodged me for the night under his owi> 
pavilion : the next day I obtained from binv 
a guard, to convey me fafe back to thef 
place where I fell into the hands of a roving 
party. — How, laid Juflinian, the king oi 
Bulgaria know you, and not detsûn you with 
him ! — He was inclined to do it, returned 
the hero, but his defigns and my principles 
did not correfpond with each other. He- 
talked to me of taking my revenge. Who i 
I revenge myfelf Î A mighty caufe indeed 
for involving a whole country in Sames i I 
returned him thanks, as you may imagine,, 
for the oJBFer of his afliftance i and now, voi> 
fee, he has conceived an efteenf^ for me I 

Oh ! what .remorfe, what eternal bitter 
remorfe for the foul of Juftinian, faid Juf- 
tinian himfclf,.fliould he ever know to what 
a cruel excefs his ingratitude has been car- 
ried ! Where fhall he find a friend like yoâ 
whom he iias thus bafely injured î Alas ! he 
is unworthy of any man's regard after this 
outrage, this horrible injufttce ! 

Do not exaggerate thie matter, returned 
Belifariiis ; fefter not . the wounds, of an 

aged 
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aged emperor, but rather refpeâ his years 
and his mistortunes. He was furprized in- 
to that proceeding againft me, and! will 
give you a little hiftory of that bufinefs. 
There are three remarkable seras in the pro- 
grefs of my ruin. The firft was my? entry, 
into Carthage. Being mafter of Gilimer's^ 
palace, the ufe I made of his* throne was to 
convert it into a tribunal of Juftice. In fo 
doing, my intention was to give weight and 
dignity to the laws r my inward fentiment 
was not legible to common eyes r and whei% 
a man feats himlVlf on a throne, he will na^- 
turally enough have the appearance of try-^^ 
ing how he likes k. That was an indifcre-*^ 
tion: but it was not the only one I com* 
mitted. A very whimfical kind of curiofity 
prompted me to dine at Gilimer's table, after 
the fa(hion of the Vandals, and I was ferv« 
t?d, in the ufual manner of that court, by the 
officers of the king. It was concluded^ that 
I had a mind to fucceed to the vacant 
throne, attd appearances gave (bme colout 
to it. A report of this foon reached the 
imperial palace. In order to counterworlc 
the effcA of it, I defired to be recalled, and 
Juftinian recompenfed my fidtlity by û 
magnificent triu.iîph. Gilimer^ With his 
wife and children, together with all 
the accumulated treafure, which for a 
feries of yejars the Vandals had ravifticd 
from the nations round them, adorned the 

fplendid 
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i|>lendid pomp. The emperor received 
me in the Circus, and when from the throne,, 
on which he was elevated amidft the accla- 
mations of a people aknoft without numr 
ber, he ftretched forth his hand to his fub- 
jtft, with that air of majefly and fweetnefs,, 
my heart exuked within me, and I faid to 
- myfelf : This day's example will be pro- 
ductive of many heroes : Juftiniaa knows 
the art of kindling enuilation and inflaming» 
the mind to glory : the honour of ferving 
him will now be a prize contended for. 
But alas 1 the triumph, which was to en*^ 
fure profperity to the prince,. began already 
to prepare for me a reverfc of fortune I 
From that very moment Envy flood with 
her bow. bent againft me. 

A courfe of viftory for five years toge- 
ther, it is true, made it neceflary even for 
•Envy to keepfome meafures of dcccn^: 
but provoked at laft beyond all patience by 
the fuccefs that attcndjtrdnic, (he dared to 
fliew herfelf openly without any fcnfc of 
fliame. 

The Goths were chafed out of Italy, and 
had thrown tbemfelves inta Ravenna: I 
laid fiege to the place. It was their only 
refuge; and there pent up, it wai^ impoC- 
fible for them to efcape. Eovy. whifpered 
;tû the emperor that Ravenna was impreg- 
nable, that hid^ army would allperifli before 
the town, in purfuit of my fchemcs of vain- 
glory v 
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glory; and in confequcncc, when the Goths 
were upon the point of furrendering, am- 
haflfadors from juflinian arxivcd wich prof* 
fcrcd terms of peace. I faw that the em- 
peror had bcea impofed upon,, and I 
thought it would be treachery on my part to» 
lofe the opportunity of making Italy our. 
own : I therefore declined to ratify the con- • 
ditions of peace; the town capitulated, and- 
Lwas accufed of treafon and revolt. The. 
charge had fome foundation» as you per-, 
qeive ; for I had beeni guilty., of difobedi- 
CDce, and there was ftill fomething more in. 
it. 1 he enemy, were difafFcfted to their 
king, and made me a tender of their crown. 
A peremptory refufal nvght embitter their, 
minds ;. 1 returned a flattering. anfwcr, and, 
that feeming aequicfcence was deemed fin- 
cere at court.. I was recalled, and the. 
prompt obedience with which I laid down 
the command dtfconcerted my. enemaes. 
To the emperor's feet I led that very Go- 
thic kingvwhofe crown I was faid to be am- 
bitious of. This time a triumph was not 
allowed me. I felt myfclf forely mortified. 
on the occafion. I do not mean to fay thaç 
I wasjiumbled in the fight of the people: 
fer from it.: my; retinue had fufRcient 
pomp, and theacclamatiohs of the public^ 
wJio prcfled in crowds abput me, would 
haveiatjsfied a more afpiring vanity than 
mine. Bu.t the cold reception! met with 

from 
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from the emperor, more than hinted to me* 
that he was not UDdeceived, and that a 
latent fufpicion was in fecret ftiil at work. 
againft me. Unluckily the knpreflion made 
upon his mind was nota little aggravated 
by the enthufiaftic admiration of the people, 
whofe idol I had the misfortune to be. 

And nowy in a difpallionate nlanner, put 
ypurfelves in the place of the emperor-, 
confider the prejudices that had been infuf- 
ed into his heart. S4iould not you have- 
been piqued at the praife which reproached* 
yourfelf ? Do you think the fuppofed am»- 
bition of a fubjeft, extolled to the very 
ficies, would not have givea you umbrage ^ 
Should you not have feen with fpleen and 
' Fefcntment a whole people, wild with joy^ 
and in the tranfpbrt of their hearts taking, 
feverige againft yourfelf,. even to a malice 
of enjoyment, by giving me a popularités* 
fuperior to the triumph that had been re- 
futed ? Could you have fhut your ear to^ 
the whifpers of a court commenting upon*. 
the infijlc offered to majefty, by the tumult: 
of applaufe that followed Belifarius? My 
good neighbour, the greateft prince is but 
fr.ere man \ they are all jealous of^ their 
power and their fplendor*, and if Juftiniaiv 
had not had vigour enough to fubdue the 
little pafTions of his^ heart, and to pardon 
the merit which provoked him, it would 
luve been by na means a matter o£ won^ 

dov 
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dcr. And yet the emperor did conquer hi» 
jealoufies: he controuled the weaknefltt 
of vanity and fufpicion, and once more 
confided to me the command of his armies 
and the defence of the ftate. But another 
incident occurred which gave a byafs to his 
judgment, and made me the objcâ of his 
fixed averfion. • • 

I had finilhed my career } and Narfes^ 
who fuccceded me in Italy, alleviated all 
the pains of my own ina£bivity by the viC'» 
torie* he obtained over the enemies of my 
country. In this (ituation I imagined I had 
nothing left but to ch)fe the laft fccne of 
lifs ir. iriT'^iîilHtv. when of a fudden the 

Huns made an irruption into Thrace, and 
ravaged all the country round. The em- 
peror deigned to recoUeâ that I was ftill in 
being, and in my old days I was charged 
with the command of an expedition, by the 
event of which the empire was faved from 
ruin. I covered my grey hairs and the fur- 
rows of my forehead witn an helmet, crufted 
over with ten years ruft. ♦Fortune proved 

favourable» 

* Dum imtirta cMtttf 9mm t iumultmdMJê maximum tm 
nfêiftim perturharetur. BeH/ariut dariffimu» êlim pfific'* 
tus 9 Hji ptét/iniâuttiH cMrwiatimjamditUttaJfitf mit^ 
titur tamtn per imperafnm in boftes. Et ip/t quidim di, 
Ji^ mira animi prompt itudint^ jwutnis munera txiqut* 
ùatur. Id namqut ultimum itti in tnta ctrtamenfuit \ n$c 
Jkm minortm tx €9 n tmlit gitriamt juam tx Fandabs, 
$lim Goth\fjut dtnjiâis» Agathias^ Ub* £• 



734 FE L I S A R I U S. 

favourable, and I repulfed the Huns, who 
were advanced within a few miles of the 
capital. I laid an âmbu(b for the enemy, 
and it fucceeded fo well that I was regarded 
by the people as a guardian god. The 
whole city at my return, was one wild up- 
Boar of joy and exultation, to fuch a degree 
chat I was much alarmed at the fatal con* 
fcquencesy which I then fprefaw: but how 
to appeafe the violence of the populace ? 
The emperor was old, and age brinrgs infir- 
mities with it^ The honours paid nie bf 
the multitude, and the excels of applaufe 
that rung throughout the city, were under- 
ftood by Juftiniaii9$ macks of difaffeâionr 
plainly indicating that his fubjeéts were 
tired of his reign, and wiflied to fee him> 
abdicate his throne in favour of the general 
wiio defended it. Miftruft and jealoufy: 
took poffeffion of him ; and without alledg- 
ing any thing againft me, he judged it: 
right to remove To dangerous a man from, 
his prcfencc. While I paiSrd my time in* 
obfcurity, a plot againft the crown was dif- 
çovered -, and the confpirators, without 
detefting their principal, died in the agony 
of torture* But the filence of thofc* un- 
happy men was interpreted by- my enemies, 
and Galumny^ furnilhed out a copioiw fup- 
plement. I was ordered into confinement;, 
difcontent fpread among all ranks of men,. 
tûU at length, touched with compaffion for 

alk 
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air my fufferings, the people expreflcd their* 
feelings without referve. Pity was foon» 
inflamed to indignation, and bv a general 
revolt the emperor was compelled to give 
me up to the clamours of my country. In^ 
depriving me of my eyes, I am perfuaded,. 
he thought he was difarming an enemy. 
That I was never difaffeâed tohim, heaven* 
can bear me witnefs: but heaven, that 
reads the heart of men, has not given that 
power to princes. You accufe the emperor 
of ingratitude and injuftice; but it was his* 
misfortune, and not his crime, to believe 
appearances, which perhaps would haver 
jnifled your judgment in the. fame man-^ 
ncr. 

Yes, he is miferable, the rnoûr miferablô 
of men, faid Juftinîan, throwing his arms: 
about the hero, and clafping bimin his em-- 
btrâce. — What means.this burft of anguifli ?" 
Qnquired Belifarius. — It is the agony of a; 
heart ready to break, faid Juilinian: Oh!j 
Belifarius ! that unjuft mafter, that barba- 
lous tyrant, who rent your eyes fronn thein 
fpckets, and reduced you thus to mifery 
and want, in bitternefs of forrow and re->. 
pentance, now embraces you, and throws; 
himfelf thus upon you with all the com- 
punâion of fcnfibility and love. — Thou, 
my foyereign ! exclaimed Belifarius.-r-Ycs,. 
1 am he ! Oh ! my friend ! my deliverer I- 
ipyprotc^oj!. Yes,, thou beft of meo» yes,. 
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I am that unhappy prince» who has £t 
the world an example of the baibft cruelty 
and ingratitude, JLet me thus proflrate 
at your feet» be humbled to that depth of 
lownefs which my guilt deferves. I here 
forget my crown, diihonoured as it is by 
the vileft crimes^ I am: unworthy to wear 
it longer. Nothing now befits me» but 
thus to bathe the duft under your feet 
with my tears» and hide my opprobrious, 
head, thus overwhelmed with Ihame and 
infamy. 

And will you thus» iaid the hero» fup«» 
porting his mafter, who was alnuxft fuffo^ 
cated with ùf^ and tears ^ and will yoo^ 
thus» faid' BeCfarius» folding the emperor 
in his aims, abandon yourleif to defpair ? 
Shall the fenfe of a paft error take away 
the power of atoning for it? Oh! my 
iftafter» you are plunging yourfeîf in (hamc 
and diilraélton, as if you were the ûrû man 
deceived by appearances, and feduced bjr 
calumny ( Though your error were even -a. 
crime» yet why degrade yourfelf thus^ 
Wherefore be humbled to an abjeawretchy 
a thing vile and abhorred ? You arc my 
fovereign ftill ; refume your ftrengtb, nor 
let the recoUeâion of an unguarded mO'» 
ment rob you of a due reverence for your- 
leif, and the true foirit of virtue, la* 
this confternation of^ your heart» reflieû 
upon all the good you have done mankind»- 

and 
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«rid let that refleâion counterballance the 
fniilake of fudden impetuoHty. Belifarius 
is indeed bHnd ; but nations are freed by 
your patriot toil from the yoke of barba* 
^ rians ; the calamities of the empire are all 
repaired by your princely beneficence ; and 
thirty years of glorious ftruggle for the 
gpod of mankind have proved to the unt- 
verfe, that Juftinian was not a tyrant. Bc- 
lifarius is blind \ but he forgives you : and 
if you defire to repair the injury you have 
done him, the means «re eafy and in your 
power. Grant me only one of the many 
prayers and vows 1 offer up for the peace 
of the world, and I have full atonement. 
' Come then, faid the emperor j fnatching 

I iiim eagerly to his heart, come, my friend I 
^ toy genius ! and my guide F Oh ! come, 
? ^nd teach me to expiate my guilt I Come 
md exhibit it to my court in all its ftriking 
colours : and let your prefencc, while it is a 
living memorial of my crime, be a proof of 
xny repentance alfo. 

In vain did the hero ufe every intreaty to 
be left in folitude : to appeafe the anguifli 
of the emperor's mind, he was obliged to 
comply with his requed", and promife to ac- 
company him. Theconfent of Belifarius 
thus obtained. Oh ! what a debt, (aid Juf- 
tinian to Tiberius, what an unfpeakable 
debt 4o I now, owe thee, thou good young 

manl 
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man ! What recompencc can equal thy 
fjgnal virtues for the fervice they have done 
me ? — It is true, my fovereign, you arc n«t 
rich enough, replied Tiberius, to requite 
me as I wifti» Give it in charge to Bclifa- 
rius to make me retribution. Poor as he 
is, he is yet matter of a treafure which I 

prefer to all imperial gifts. My only 

treafure is my daughter, faid Belifarius, and 
I cannot difpofe of her better. With thefé 
words the hero called for EAjdoxa. My daugh^- 
ter^ faid he, fall onyour knees jto your fove- 
reign, and folicit his approbation of your 
nuptial union with the virtuous Tiberius. 
At the name and fight of Juftinian, the 
.firft emotion of nature in the heart of the 
hero's daughter, was mixed with dread and 
horror.. A fudden (hriek burft from her ^ 
Sht darted back, and turned afide with de- 
teftation. Juftinian advanced towards her. 
Condefccnd, Eudoxa, faid he, to liften to 
»me ; deign to look upon me, and you will 
fee a penitent almoft drowned in his own 
tears ; in bitter tears that gufti from the 
keeneft anguifh, and will never dry their 
channels till I defccnd in forrow to mv 
grave. Not this copious ftream, not all 
the good I have done, can .blot out the 
memory of my guilt-, but Belifarius has 
pardoned me ; -and now, Eudoxa, now 
prove yourfelf his . daughter, by granting 
Jne j(Our forgivenefs too. 

To 
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To fee the lovely Eudoxa given în mar- 
4:iage to Tiberius, was a degree of confola- 
tion to the em|>eror ; and from that mo- 
ment he felt a dawn of ferenity and con- 
fcious innocence break in upon his foul. 

A more uncxpcAcd revolution ^jcver 
difconcerted the intrigues of a court. On 
the arrival of Belifarius, all was hurry, dif- 
order, and furprife. Behold, faid Jullinian 
to the train of courtiers, fee here again the 
Jicro ; behold this upright man, whom you 
made me perfecute to his undoing. From 
henceforth, ye little ^irits, breathe in fear 
^nd trembling. His innocence and his 
virtues are now manifcft to me, and your 
lives are at his difpofal. Pale difmay, and 
:grief, and fhame, covered every vifage. In 
Belifarius their daftard fouls beheld an in- 
exorable judge; theydread«d him as a vin- 
diftive and terrible god. The hero con- 
tinued to fupport the fame modeft ix-ferve 
that adorned him in difgrace. Of his ac- 
cufers he never deigned to know one ; and 
honoured through the remamder of his life 
with the emperor's confidence, he made it 
his ftudy to obtain -an amnefty for the 
paffed, and to infpire his matter with a vi- 
gilant attention to immediate exigencies, 
and an awful fcverity to controul all future 
crimes. Btrtalas! he did not furvive long 
enough for the good of mankind, and the 

glory 
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•glofy of hb mailer. The emperor, « quite 
enfeebled and difpirited in the eve of life^ 
paid the tribute of a tear to the memory of 
*nis departed hero; and with that thon 
regreti ^11 the good counfek of Belifarius 
p^lTed away, and left no trace behind. 
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